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70th birthday of Dr Zdenék Boucek, M.Sc., Dr.Sc.

K 70. narozeninam RNDr. Zdeinka Boucka, DrSc.

Dr Z. Boucek, born in Hradec Kralové (Czech Re-
public), celebrated his 70th birthday on January 8th this
year. He read for the degree of Doctor of Natural Sci-
ences at the Natural History Faculty of Charles Univer-
sity in Prague. Later he was awarded the degree of doc-
tor of biological sciences (DrSc.) by the Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences on the basis of his dissertation.

In his professional career he never strayed from the
goals he had set himself. His perseverance, industry and
tenacity of purpose - that of a country-bred man - have
been remarkable right from the start of his activities in
entomology. These personal qualities helped him to
overcome many severe impediments in his life and to
achieve his life aim of the advancement of taxonomy
and the biology of a large and poorly known yet eco-
nomically very important group of hymenopterous in-
sects, the Chalcidoidea.

After temporary employment at the Parasitological Department of the Charles University and
several years in the Plant Protection Department of the Research Institute for Crop Production in
Prague-Ruzyné, Dr Boucek rose in his entomological profession to become the hymenopterist
of the National Museum in Prague. However, his wider taxonomic ambitions and the obstacles
in the way of studying the necessary type of material of the entomological classics in world
collections, plus obstructions preventing contacts with specialists abroad, led him to the painful
decision to leave his homeland. In 1969 he emigrated to England. There he eventually received
a grant to work at the Hope Department of Entomology, Oxford University, and was later em-
ployed by the Commonwealth Institute at the British Museum of Natural History in London. He
retired in 1988 but his taxonomic work goes on and his major works published after retirement
are witness to his high professional qualities.

Dr Boucek’s publications on Chalcidoidea began with his first dissertation, a revision of the
European species of the Chalcididae family, and continues with works on the European species
of the Perilampidae, Tetracampidae, Pteromalidae and Eulophidae families, on the world spe-
cies of Leucospidae, on Torymidae and other families. His professional work culminated in a
monograph of more than 800 pages on the genera of 14 families of the Australasian Chalcidoidea,
unique in the world because of the number of new taxa and taxonomic improvements. It was
acknowledged as the fundamental and indispensible work for everyone wishing to work with
this group of insects. His scientific output is not declining even after retirement.

After earlier works, mainly on Spalangia (parasites of synanthropic flies), and a catalogue of
Palaearctic Eulophidae, African Torymidae, European and Indian Pteromalidae, European
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Eulophidae, Mongolian Perilampidae and especially the West-Palaearctic genera of Pteromalidae
(1991), Dr Bougek is now completing keys to the genera of the North American Pteromalidae
and several other families. His chalcidological contributions to the whole world, including spe-
cies important in the biological control of pests, must not be overlooked, either. His extensive
activity cannot be evaluated in detail because it has become the subject of more than 140 publi-
cations and is still continuing.

For the former Czechoslovakia, he edited and wrote the major part of keys to the genera and
partly the species of Hymenoptera (1957). In the sixties these keys were widely used, not only in
Europe but also elsewhere, especially the part on the Chalcidoidea (translated into English) in
Canada, 1964.

Dr Bougek has also done much for the faunistics of the former Yugoslavia and the present
Czech and Slovak Republics. The results of the latter research are included in the Check list of
Czechoslovak Insects I1I (Hymenoptera) in which, as an emigrant, he could not be mentioned as
co-author of the part on the Chalcidoidea. In addition, he has done a lot of useful work and
provided friendly help in the identification of chalcidoids as parasites of economically important
pests and in providing literature for various individuals and organizations at home and abroad.

Age has not slowed Dr Bou¢ek down in his work. Even so, we wish him continued success
and good health in the future so that his life’s aims may be fulfilled to the maximum.

Josef Sedivy
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Dne 8. ledna 1994 se v pIné Cinnosti dozil 70 let dr. Z. Boucek, rodak z Hradce Kralové.
Promoval na doktora pfirodnich véd na prirodovédecké fakult¢ Univerzity Karlovy v Praze,
pozdgji ziskal v Ceskoslovenské akademii véd hodnost doktora véd v oboru biologie.

Pracoval na katedie parazitologie prirodovédeckeé fakulty UK v Praze, pozdgji jako entomolog
v odboru ochrany rostlin ve Vyzkumném tstavu rostlinné vyroby v Praze-Ruzyni. Odtud ode3el
do entomologického oddéleni Narodniho muzea v Praze. V r. 1969 emigroval do Anglie, kde
piechodné pracoval jako entomolog v Oxfordu, pozd€ji v Entomologickém tstavu britského
spolegenstvi pii Britském narodnim muzeu v Londyné, odkud odesel v r. 1988 do diichodu.

V priibéhu let se stal svétové uznavanym znalcem blanokiidlého hmyzu (Hymenoptera) z
nadceledi Chalcidoidea a jejich celedi Leucospidae, Chalcididae, Torymidae, Perilampidae,
Pteromalidae, Tetracampidae, Eulophidae aj. Jeho odbornéd prace vyvrcholila objemnou
monografii australskych chalcidek, ktera je zakladnim dilem pro vSechny entomology, kteff cht&ji
v taxonomii této nadceledi pracovat. Celkem uverejnil 148 praci o chalcidkach a jinych skupinach
blanoktidlych.

Do dalsich let prejeme jubilantovi hodné tviir¢i ¢innosti i ispéchili v entomologii a zdravi k
naplnéni jeho Zivotnich cild.
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