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Vzpominky na Vladislava Malého
Memories of the Vladislav Maly

Po dlouhé nemoci v poklidu v rannich hodinach dne 19. ¢ervence 2024 odesel ve veku
80 let entomolog a terarista Vladislav Maly (obr. 1).

O Vlad'ovi bylo na strankach Klapalekiany (3—4/2017, 1-2/2022) &i Zivy (1/2023, 6/2024)
napsano hodné, a tak bychom se neradi opakovali. Nicméné¢ Vlad’a byl jednim z ceskych
entomologt, ktery pfesahl hranice nasi malé zemé, a proto pfipojujeme upravenou verzi
predeslych ¢lankt v anglickém jazyce pro zahrani¢ni kolegy. Za timto textem navazuji
vzpominky Vlad’ovych pratel.

Vladislav Maly was born in 1944 in Prague and lived there most of his life. He trained
as a circuit fitter, completing his certification at the Technical School of Communica-
tions in 1964, and later attended evening high school. He briefly studied the Faculty
of Natural Science at Charles University, though he did not complete his studies due
to health issues.

From a young age, he had an exceptional interest in nature. He began by collecting but-
terflies (Lepidoptera), then shifted his focus to beetles (Coleoptera). His interest gradually
evolved from a hobby into a professional activity, eventually leading him to specialize in the
study of the superfamily Scarabaeoidea. Throughout his life, he also collected other groups
of beetles, such as longhorn beetles (Cerambycidae). For much of his life, he collaborated
professionally with leading scarab beetle experts, both locally and internationally, including
Henry F. Howden, Oleg N. Kabakov, Patrick Arnaud, Bruce D. Gill, and Marc Soula. He is
the (co-)author of several taxonomic publications on representatives of the Scarabacoidea
superfamily (see below). Several beetles have been named in his honour, such as Rhyssemodes
malyi and Omorgus vladislavi (for more see below).

Vlad’a dedicated his life to collecting and devoted much time and effort to it (Fig. 2). His
beetle collection, especially that of scarab beetles, is truly unique, comprising several tens of
thousands of specimens from all continents. It ranks among the largest and most species-rich
scarab collections in the world. Today, it is housed in the repositories of the National Museum
(Prague, Czechia), where it was moved toward the end of his life. Vlad’a also collected a wide
range of other natural things.

His love for nature extended beyond insects. Throughout most of his life, he kept various
animals, especially reptiles (Fig. 3), but also scorpions and flower beetles. Among his favourite
animals were bullsnakes (Pituophis sp.) and horned vipers (Vipera ammodytes). He was one
of only a few people in the country to have kept Fennec foxes (Vulpes zerda) and Eurasian
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Obr. 1. Vlad’a byl 1 vasnivym houbafem. Momentka z novoro¢niho vyletu za uchem jidasovym (Auricularia auri-
cula-judae). Fotografie Jan Schneider.

Fig. 1. Vlad’a was also a passionate mushroom picker. A moment from the New Year’s trip for Jew’s ear (duricularia
auricula-judae). Photography by Jan Schneider.

scops owls (Otus scops) in captivity. He considered his greatest achievement in terrarium
breeding to be what was probably the first successful breeding of Afghan scorpions of the
genus Buthus in the late 1960s, and also Greek tortoises (7estudo graeca). His most notable
accomplishment in “entomological breeding” was breeding the flower beetle Pachnoda savi-
gnyi (Gory et Percheron, 1833), from breeding material brought from Algeria in 1972. It was
one of the first foreign flower beetles to be kept in Czechoslovakia. His passion for terrarium
keeping is also evident from his role in the 1980s as chairman of the Terrarium section of the
Czechoslovak Breeders’ Association. From 1986 to 1990, he was also the chairman of the
terrarium breeding organization EntoTera, where he organized lectures and non-commercial
exhibitions of terrarium animals. He was a member of the Prague Terrarium Society (since
1990) and the Czech Zoological Society (since 1974).

But let’s return to entomology. Just as in terrarium keeping, V1ad’a was deeply involved in
entomological society activities. He had been a member of the Czech Entomological Society
since 1959, an impressive 65 years, and from 2017, he was also an honorary member. Aside
from his professional work, his most significant contribution to entomology was undoubtedly
the longstanding organization of the “International Insect Collectors’ Meeting” (Fig. 4). Under
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his leadership, this event ran for nearly 40 years and continues to bring together over 500
entomologists from around the world every spring and autumn. In 2021, the Czech Entomo-
logical Society awarded him a lifetime achievement award for his contributions to entomology.

Vlada also attended numerous similar events across Europe, many of which either ceased
or emerged over the course of his life, though some still continue today. One notable trait of
his was a passion for travel. He explored nearly the entire world, building many friendships
abroad in the process. He visited several dozen exotic countries, many of them multiple times,
including Algeria, Australia (Fig. 5), Argentina, Ecuador, Colombia, Mongolia, Panama,
and Mexico. In fact, he visited Mexico seven times! The driving force behind his travels
was primarily his desire to discover exotic beetles, observe them in their natural habitats,
and understand their biology and life strategies. Besides insects, V1ad’a also brought back
numerous other natural things from his travels, many of which enriched the collections of
the National Museum Prague.

With Vlad’a’s passing, a significant chapter in not only Czech but at least European en-
tomology has come to a close. His contributions in the field of terrarium keeping cannot be
overlooked either. Under his leadership, the International Insect Collectors” Meeting became
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Obr. 2. Vlad’a vracejici se z vypravy na u nas velmi vzacné chroustky zluté (Amphimallon ruficorne). Byvaly vojensky
vycvikovy prostor Milovice-Mlada, 27.V1.2012. Archiv Davida Krale.

Fig. 2. Vlad’a returning from an expedition to look for Amphimallon ruficorne, which are very rare in Czechia.
Former military training area Milovice-Mlada, 27.vi.2012. Archive of David Kral.
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Obr. 3. Vlad’a s krajtou Kinghornovou (Simalia kinghorni), ktera patii mezi nejdelsi stromové hady svéta. Australie,
severni Queensland, Narodni park Tully Gorge, 9.1.2008. Fotografie Stefan Dolak.
Fig. 3. Vlad’a and Kinghorn python (Simalia kinghorni), which is one of the longest tree snakes in the world. Australia,

North Queensland, Tully Gorge National Park, 9.1.2008. Photography by Stefan Dolék.

one of the largest events of its kind in the world, attracting a large international community
of entomologists to Prague each year. The event has earned a tremendous reputation, and we
can only hope that Vlad’a’s legacy will endure after his departure.
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Obr. 4. Jubilejni 60. ro¢nik ,,Mezinarodniho setkani sbérateltt hmyzu®, zleva doprava: Jakub Rol¢ik, Vladislav Maly,
Jan Schneider, Jan Horak, Jan Farkac, Petr Zabransky, Jan Hron, Sergej Murzin a Eric Jiroux. Praha, 5.111.2016.
Fotografie Vladimir Vrabec.

Fig. 4. The 60th anniversary of “the International Meeting of Insect Collectors”, from left to right: Jakub Rol¢ik,
Vladislav Maly, Jan Schneider, Jan Horék, Jan Farka¢, Petr Zabransky, Jan Hron, Sergej Murzin, and Eric Jiroux.
Prague, 5 March 2016. Photography by Vladimir Vrabec.
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Taxony pojmenované na pocest Vladislava Malého — Taxa Named in Honour of Vladi-
slav Maly

Coleoptera: Scarabaeoidea:
Scarabaeidae: Aphodiinae

Rhyssemodes malyi Rakovic, 1982: 10. Type locality: “Mongolia. Ulan Batar”.
Scarabaeidae: Dynastinae

Cyclocephala malyi Dupuis, 2014: 52. Type locality: “Equateur, Province de Pastaza, Ara-
juno, env. 750 m”.
Eophileurus malyi Endrddi, 1978: 184. Type locality: “Patani, Stidsiam”.

Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae

Dorysthetus malyi Soula, 2010: 43. Type locality: “C. R. Guanacaste prov. / Finca Nueva
Zelandia + env. / 300-600m; 10° 49° 52 " N 85° 24-28” W™

Pelidnota malyi Soula, 2010: 36. Type locality: “Ecuador / Prov. Pichincha / Pacto env. 860 m”.
Pelidnota viadimalyi Moore & Jameson, 2013: 380. Type locality: “ECU. IMBABURA /

PACTO env. / 700-1150m / nr. Rio Guayllbamba”.
= Pelidnota malyi Soula 2010: 58 (junior primary homonym of P. malyi Soula 2010: 36-37).
= Pelidnota vladislavmalyi Soula 2010: 65 (unavailable name).
= Pelidnota vladislavmalyi Soula 2011: 84 (homonym (based on an unavailable name), replacement name for
P. malyi Soula 2010: 58).

Pseudohypaspidius malyi Soula, 2005: 380. Type locality: “Ecu; provin. du Napo; Baeza,
environ 1900 m”.

Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae

Dichotomius (Selenocopris) malyi Maldaner, Nunes & Vaz-de-Mello, 2015: 556. Type

locality: “BRAZIL: Sao Paulo”.
= Dichotomius (Luederwaldtinia) malyi Maldaner, Nunes & Vaz-de-Mello, 2015

Phanaeus (Notiophanaeus) malyi Arnaud, 2002: 4. Type locality: “Costa Rica, Est. Queb.

Bonita, 50m, Res. Biol. Carara, Prov. Puntarenas”.
= Phanaeus pyrois malyi Arnaud, 2002

Trogidae: Omorginae

Omorgus (Omorgus) viadislavi Kawai, 2009: 73. Type locality: “Innisfail env. (S 17° 40'270;

E 146° 02' 010), 43m in altitude, North Queensland, Australia”.
= Omorgus (Omorgus) incognitus Strimpfer & Scholtz, 2011
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Obr. 5. Vlad’a na zastavce v Barcaldine cestou z Queensland do Northern Territory. Australie, 22.X11.2007. Foto-
grafie Stefan Dolk.

Fig. 5. Vlad’a at a stop in Barcaldine on the way from Queensland to the Northern Territory. Australia, 22.xii.2007.
Photography by Stefan Dolék.
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David SOMMER & David KRAL

Vzpominky — Memories

Vlad’a Maly sviij zivot zasvétil entomologii. Byla pro néj vS§im. O jeho zasluhach na jeji
propagaci, o jeho védomostech, zkusenostech a odbornych statich toho bylo jiz napsano
mnoho. Dovolte mi proto, vzpomenout na Vlad’u jako na dlouholetého kamarada, se kterym
me kdysi v poloviné devadesatych let spojila osudova nahoda a mél jsem jedine¢nou moznost
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Obr. 6. Pralesni oslava Silvestra v Queensland Cape Tribulation. Vpravo Vladislav Maly, vlevo Stefan Dolak.
Australie, 31.X11.2014. Archiv Stefana Doléka.

Fig. 6. New Year’s Eve celebration in Queensland Cape Tribulation. Right Vladislav Maly, left Stefan Dolak. Aus-
tralia, 31.xii.2014. Archive of Stefan Dolak.

s nim odborné spolupracovat, cestovat a vénovat se praktické terénni entomologii, coZ byl
vlastné splnény klukovsky sen nas obou, piestoze nas vékoveé délila jedna generace.

Podnikli jsme spoleéné mnoho entomologickych cest a vyprav, navstivili jsme mnoho
zemi, zejména stfedni a jizni Ameriky, opakované jsme cestovali Australii (obr. 6). Stejné
jsme si uzivali i nase entomologické toulky po nasi vlasti. Z mého pohledu povazuji toto
entomologické obdobi za §tastné a napInéné a vim, ze tak ho vnimal i on. A to nejen diky
entomologickym tispéchtim, ale hlavné pro naSe osobni propojeni a vzajemnou podporu, nejen
odbornou, ale hlavné tu lidskou. Myslim, Ze mohu sméle fict, Ze vSechny nase spolecné cesty
a straveny Cas z nas ucinili nejen spolehlivy tandem, ale i kamarady.

Odchodem Vladi do entomologického nebe v mé paméti navzdy zistanou vSechny nase
usmévné i méné usmeévné historky a situace. Bohuzel, uz si je nebudeme moci pfipominat
spolecné.

Stefan DOLAK, v Zebréku dne 7. srpna 2024

Vladia is no more and his disappearance leaves a whole series of sacred memories from
the Prague fair that we remember. Organizer of these famous international meetings since
1986, he was an honorary member of the Czech Entomological Society and excellent expert
of Scarabaeidae. He will leave the memory of an honest man, sometimes grumpy, sometimes
stressed — which seems to be the lot of organizers of entomological events. It is no offense to
Vladia to say that his English could be perfected — his smile and the pleasure he had to invite
us to the restaurant on Saturday night remained for us the best of communications. Let’s hope
these encounters survive their founder.

Eric JIROUX, in Conflans-Sainte-Honorine (France), August 28, 2024
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Vlad’'u Malého jsem znal od konce sedmdesatych let diky nasemu spolecnému zajmu o te-
raristiku. Kazdy rok jsme jezdili do Chlumu u Tieboné na vikendova teraristicka setkani, ktera
potadal pan Jifi Niedl. Kolem 100 lidi, velmi specifickych, podobné jako v entomologické
komunité. Ostatné piekryv obou konickt byl veelku casty. Vlad'u si pamatuji jako vasnivého
diskutéra. Prednasejicimu obvykle vynadal, nejvice mi utkvéla jeho hadka s panem Vaclavem
Lankou, kde se vzajemné¢ obvinovali, kdo v Bulharsku znicil lokalitu Lamprostus torosus
(dnes Carabus torosus Frivaldsky, 1835). Zda ji opravdu znicili nevim, ale podezielejsi byl
Larnka, protoze ten tam jel se skupinou pionyrt. Postupné jsme se s Vlad'ou skamaradili, ja
tehdy vstoupil i do jeho organizace EntoTera. To nic neménilo na tom, ze mi vzdy nejprve
vynadal a pak se teprve diskutovalo.

Léta jsme planovali spole¢nou expedici, k tomu bohuzel nikdy nedoslo. Lituji toho, nejen,
protoze byl Vlad’a zkuseny lovec, ale i proto, ze cesta s nim by nepochybné nebyla nudna.
Po revoluci jsme spolu asi tfi roky jezdili po burzach. Patiz, Frankfurt, Liége, Basilej, Viden,
Berlin. Zasluhou VIadi se zadna cesta neobesla bez néjaké kratochvile. Tu ztratil pas, tu se
mi zfitil do kufru auta, tu nas zavedl do jiné zemé. Obchodné byl nevyzpytatelny, brouci byli
drazi, ale tfeba v Pafizi prodaval Spendliky lacinéji nez jejich vyrobci, ktefi méli stil hned
vedle n¢ho. I proto jsem vSechen material a literaturu celé leta kupoval jen od n¢j. Bral jsem
to trochu jako charitu, Vlad'u jsem mél prosté rad.

e . : sy £ S
Obr. 7. Vlad'a vypravi jednu ze svych historek. Entoslet u Radka Dundy v Ujezdu u Chcebuzi dne 25.VIIL2013.
Zleva: Petr Zabransky, Jan Macek, Ladislav Mencl, Vladislav Maly a Stanislav Jakl. Fotografie Jan Schneider.
Fig. 7. Vlad'a is telling one of his stories. Entoslet at Radek Dunda’s home in Ujezd u Cheebuzi on 25.viii.2013.
From the left: Petr Zabransky, Jan Macek, Ladislav Mencl, Vladislav Maly, and Stanislav Jakl. Photography by
Jan Schneider.
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Vzdy se vztekal a ja podle néj délal vSe Spatn€. Az mi jednou ruply nervy. Kupoval jsem
krabice a on mi opét nadaval. Tak jsem se do néj pustil také. ,,Vis ty, kdo ja jsem?!. To
ho uzemnilo. ,,Ja jsem zdkaznik!“. Po chvili to pochopil a pak jsme se jiz bavili normalné.
Po uzavieném obchod¢ jsme si obvykle §li sednout do kavarny nedaleko od jeho obchodu.
A tam jsme si obvykle popovidali normalné, s rozumnou davkou rozéilovani. To jsou chvile
s Vlad'ou, na které nejradéji vzpominam.

Nejvice si ho povazuji za organizaci mezinarodnich vyménnych dntl, zejména vzpominam
na akce konané jesté na Vinohradech, s laskou vzpominam na nepohyblivé chumle navstév-
nik® na hlavnim schodisti. Nakonec to ve své dob¢ byla nejvétsi akce na svété. To by nikdo
jiny, nez Vldd’a nedokézal.

Také vzpominam, jak jsme ho s Martinem Hickelem opakované v Ustiedni vojenské
nemocnici 1é¢ili. Pacient byl stejny jako ve vSem, vSechno jsme délali Spatné. AZ posledni
1éta byl smitlivéjsi a pokornéjsi.

Nakonec bych zminil vyteénou historku. Rikali jsme mu Petit, nakonec se tak jmenoval.
Po jedné burze mi od Erica Jirouxe pfiSel dopis s obalkou pro Vlad'u, kde mne Eric zadal,
abych Vlad’ovi dopis piedal, ze mu ho posta stale vraci. Adresa byla spravna, ale dopis byl
adresovan na Monsieur Petit.

Vlado, diky, ze jsi byl a pieji ti tam, kde jsi, mnoho krasnych tlovka!

Vladimir BENES st., v Reporyjich dne 10. zafi 2024

Vladislav Maly byl pro mne vzdy pojmem a entomologickou osobnosti. Mozna i proto, Ze se
zabyval hlavné vrubounovitymi brouky z nad¢eledi Scarabaeoidea, ktera mi vzdy imponovala.
Kdyz jsem s entomologii jako konickem zacinal, Vlad’a uz tehdy organizoval mezinarodni
setkani a vyménné dny. Stal se pro mé vlastné kolegou, se kterym jsem mohl vést odborné
diskuse, byl vzdy velmi vstiicny a vzajemné navstévy s porovnavanim materialu nebyly nikdy
problémem. Jeho obrovska sbirka se spoustou vzacnych druhti byla neuvétitelnou studnici
ke studiu. Troufam si tvrdit, ze jsme byli prateli. Nakonec vse vyvrcholilo nékolika vzajemnymi
spole¢nymi pracemi spolu s dal$im vynikajicim entomologem Davidem Kralem. Popsali jsme
dohromady nékolik desitek novych druhi broukt z ¢eledi chrobakovitych (Geotrupidae).

Vlad’a byl vsak nejen vybornym entomologem, ale i zabavnym ¢lovékem. VétSinou sice
chvili trvalo, nez z né¢j spadla maska radoby pfisného a casto hlucného ¢loveka, ale potom
to stalo za to. Historky, nejen entomologické, ale i ze zivota, z n¢j padaly jako z béziciho
pasu. A ze to nebyly historky bézné mi potvrdi nékolik dalSich kamaradd, se kterymi jsme
s Vlad’ou sedavali pravidelné u spole¢ného ohné (obr. 7). Tak alesponi jednu oblibenou bych
v ramci vzpominky na V1ad'u s vami sdilel.

Vlad’a Maly jako mlady entomolog odjel sbirat brouky na Slovensko. Dostal se tehdy
do odlehlejsi a malo obydlené oblasti, kde se spokojen¢ vénoval sbératelské ¢innosti. Z idylky
ho vsak vytrhlo v terénu pomérné netradicni setkani s policii, jejiz ¢lenové prave odvazeli
na konském povoze lidské télo. Vlada posléze nasSel i misto, kde doty¢ny cloveék zemfel,
a protoze télo bylo v prirodé jiz delsi dobu, zjistil, Ze rozkladem patrné misto hosti rozli¢nou
skupinu hmyzu vcetné jeho oblibenych broukil. Jako entomolog se tak zachoval naprosto
prirozené a opatrné brouky posbiral do sbérné lahve.

Preji ti, V1ad’'o, mnoho nadsenych posluchact tvych historek i tam nahote a budu na tebe
vzpominat.

Jan SCHNEIDER, v Praze dne 23. zafi 2024
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Obr. 8. Vlad’a ve své no¢ni pracovné v garazi ve Woodlawn, Ontario, Kanada. Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.
Fig. 8. Vlad’a at his night workstation in the garage at Woodlawn, Ontario, Canada. Archive of Bruce D. Gill.

Obr. 9. Henry Howden, Bruce D. Gill, Vladislav Maly a Paul Skelley ve Woodlawnu, Ontario, Kanada, 13.V1.2004.
Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.

Fig. 9. Henry Howden, Bruce D. Gill, Vladislav Maly, and Paul Skelley in Woodlawn, Ontario, Canada 13.vi.2004.
Archive of Bruce D. Gill.
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I first had the pleasure of meeting Vladislav Maly on August 19" 1995, a most auspicious
date. It was likely his first visit to Canada but definitely not his last. His reason for travelling
here was to attend Henry F. Howden’s 70" birthday celebration and retirement from teaching
at Carleton University. As co-organizer of the event, I had surreptitiously mailed out invitations
to Henry’s list of scarab reprint recipients from around the World. Lad’a was one of just two
overseas visitors to accept. He was met at the Montreal airport a few days before the event
by Ale$ Smetana and brought with him a suitcase of dried beetles as gifts. The other overseas
visitor was Patrick Arnaud from Paris who showed up with a suitcase of champagne! I don’t
recall much of that 1995 visit as I was busy with arrangements and dealing with the 40 or 50
other participants at the festivities. However it would appear that Mr. Maly enjoyed his time in
Ottawa as he returned the following May, this time with a suitcase loaded with collecting gear
and more dried beetles.

Staying once again with Ales, he was invited up to Lubomir Masner’s cottage in the
Gatineau Hills for a weekend visit. [ was also invited to come along for a day with my four
entomological visitors at the time: Federico Escobar, Fernando Fernandez, and Alejandro
Lopera from Colombia and Mila Coca from Spain. In those early days of e-mail, some of
my messages were rather brief like: “Escobar & associates have landed from Colombia.
Have Coca. Will see you shortly.”. Thankfully Government e-mails were not closely mon-
itored in those days, otherwise we might have had a rather rude surprise awaiting us at
Lac Roddick. No surprises, just a lovely BBQ lunch prepared by Lubo. After lunch Lubo
suggested that our visitors must experience a Canadian tradition — paddling a canoe. I don’t
recall who went first, but when Lada and Mila tried their hand at canoeing, they didn’t get
more than a meter from shore before they both ended up in the water. In fact, they landed
more in mud than in water, but everyone including the intrepid first-time canoers had a good
laugh and we all enjoyed some more beer as they dried their gear beside the campfire after
changing into dry clothes.

Lad’a was very interested in collecting in Colombia so he used this opportunity to query the
Colombians about collecting in their country, with Lubo translating from Czech into English
and Spanish. Rumour has it that when Lad’a and his travelling companion did eventually make
it to Colombia and tried to check in with contacts at the von Humboldt Institute in Villa de
Leyva, it was closed for a holiday. Unfortunately, they skipped that important meeting and
travelled on without local intel. They apparently set up their mercury vapour collecting lights
inside a cocaine plantation in the wrong part of the country and quickly attracted the wrong
kind of attention. After much to do and being shunned by the local police and military, they
were eventually evacuated by the Red Cross and told never to return!

He did however return to Canada in June of 1997 for another collecting trip, staying once
again with Ale§ and Lise, and visiting the Canadian National Collection for the 3™ time. He
apparently skipped Canada in 1998 and 1999 but came back in June of 2000. He, together
with Ales and Lise were our dinner guests on June 24", 2000, one year after I had purchased
a house in Woodlawn in the rural outskirts of Ottawa and had gotten married. Lad’a says he
was impressed by my collection of insects and sports cars according to Ale§’ translation in
our guest book. With six hectares of mixed hardwood and coniferous forest and no collecting
permits required, he seemed genuinely happy to accept our invitation (translated by Ales) to
return next year for an extended stay to collect insects.

And return he did in May of 2001, bringing with him yet more gifts of dried beetles, insect
pins, and plenty of supplies for trapping beetles and black lighting for moths. It was a good
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Obr. 10. Arthur Evans, Vladislav Maly a Phillip Harpootlian ve Woodlawn po akci HowdenFest II, 21.VIIL.2005.
Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.

Fig. 10. Arthur Evans, Vladislav Maly, and Phillip Harpootlian in Woodlawn after HowdenFest 11, 21.viii.2005.
Archive of Bruce D. Gill.

thing that I had a 220V welding outlet in the garage, as his lighting equipment was of a Eu-
ropean standard and wouldn’t have worked on the 120V in North America. He had a busy
time pitfall trapping for Carabids, Scarabs & Silphids, running fruit traps for Cerambycids
& Nitidulids and spent many nights pulling Saturniids and Sphingids off the mercury vapour
sheet. He set up his working space in the garage where he was protected from the rain (Fig.
8). One morning he asked to borrow a slingshot which I happily complied with, not knowing
what he wanted to do with it. The following morning, he explained that a skunk (Mephitis
mephitis) had been eating insects off his light sheet, so he used the slingshot to fire a rock
at the rear end of the pilfering mammal to scare it away. He indicated that he was a good
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Obr. 11. léd’a na navitévé Stewarta Pecka ;I'Jaiiy Kukalové-Peck v Ottawé, Ontario, Kanada, 12.V1.2019.
Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.
Fig. 11. Vlada visiting Stewart Peck and Jarmila Kukalova-Peck in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, 12.vi.2019. Archive
of Bruce D. Gill.

half meter away from the skunk when he launched the projectile, and asked if the skunk
could shoot more than 10 or 20 cms. When I indicated that our Canadian skunks were pretty
accurate up to 3 meters, he looked rather shocked then grinned and replied in English “Me
lucky guy.” He was indeed a lucky guy as I doubt that Jocelyn would have welcomed him
back into the house without a long soaking in dog shampoo, hydrogen peroxide and perhaps
even some tomato juice.

A few years later Lad’a stayed with us in June 2004 (Fig. 9) and again the following year
in August where he served as official photographer for Howden Fest II, Henry’s 80" birth-
day celebration bash (Fig. 10). He returned in May 2007, and made his last visit in June of
2019 after the passing of Rod Parrott (Figs 11-12). He was an excellent house guest keeping
himself busy running insect traps, and enjoying the abundant nature of eastern Canada. He
could sit for hours photographing Blue Jays, Cardinals, Grackles, Pileated Woodpeckers,
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and many other birds that frequented the bird-feeder on our back
deck. He was a well-rounded naturalist and appreciated the three species of turtles that nested
on our property and the various snakes and amphibians that he encountered while exploring
the forest. In the field (Fig. 13) he would get down & dirty to find the good beetles. He was
normally fully equipped carrying an aspirator and feather-weight forceps for gathering delicate
specimens from flowers and fungi, a collecting net and beating sheet, as well as a trowel and
a heavy chopper for ripping open rotten logs for Ceruchus and Platycerus Lucanids. He had
a keen eye for insect signs and was quick to recognize subtle Geotrupine activity beside some
mushrooms in the sandy soils around Constance Bay. He proceeded to dig up specimens of
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Obr. 12. Vlad’a fotografujici nosorozika Aphonus tridentatus (Say, 1823) nedaleko Pembroke, Ontario, Kanada,
20.V1.2019. Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.

Fig. 12. Vlad’a photographing a Rhinoceros beetles Aphonus tridentatus (Say, 1823) near Pembroke, Ontario, Canada,
20.vi.2019. Archive of Bruce D. Gill.

Anoplotrupes balyi much to the delight of the Howdens and me who were out with him. Since
he didn’t drive nor speak much English, he always had at least one local entomologist along
for transport, and to help explain to any curious passers-by that he was a harmless Czech
visitor collecting insects and not a threat to anyone despite his unusual behaviour (unusual
at least for non-entomologists).

His beetle trapping in our backyard likely provided him with many good specimens for
bolstering his own collection as well as providing extras for trade. The biggest surprise for
me was when he showed me a series of the Cerambycid Purpuricenus humeralis that he had
collected with a fruit trap baited with banana. I had never seen this species, so I quickly set
out my own trap to add some specimens to my collection. I had often used these traps in the
Neotropics, but it had never occurred to me that they might work in a much more northern
forest. Visitors like Lad’a can be very educational!

Lad’a appreciated good food & beer (Pilsener Urquel of course) and even volunteered to
cook Lecho and Bramborak for dinner on occasion. He got on very well with everyone he
met in Canada, and enjoyed his visits and collecting trips with the Howdens plus Rod & Joan
Parrott in Port Hope (also enthusiastic amateur entomologists) even though none of them
spoke Czech. It seemed that speaking “beetles” was often enough when communicating with
friends, but when some important issue arose, snippets of English, Spanish and German could
often convey the message. The linguistic fallback was either consulting a Czech-English
dictionary or a quick phone call to Ale$ or Lubo for a translation.
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Obr. 13. Vlad’a sbirajici brouky na plazi u Constance Bay, Ontario, Kanada, 21.VII1.2005. Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.
Fig. 13. Vlad’a collecting on the beach at Constance Bay, Ontario, Canada, 21.viii.2005. Archive of Bruce D. Gill.

In addition to appreciating the smaller things in life such as insects, Lad’a and I shared an
interest in much larger “organisms” like steam locomotives. During our travels in Ontario we
enjoyed a break to view the Canadian Pacific Railway’s #2816 Royal Hudson locomotive in
Smiths Falls on 12 June 2004 as it travelled across the country (Fig. 14).

Lad’a was a very generous individual, and I took him up on his offer to visit him in Prague
on two occasions. My first visit was at the beginning of September 1996 when I stayed at his
apartment for a week while I worked on Balthasar’s collection at the National Museum in Kun-
ratice. I bunked on the sofa in his jam-packed apartment which also doubled as a menagerie,
while he slept upstairs in his bug room. I have fond memories of being awoken at first light
when some of his cages came alive with the sound of African Cetoniids bursting into flight. No
alarm clock needed, plus I learned a bit of the biology that these Chelorrhina or Mecynorhina
are enthusiastic auroral fliers. I also learned that there is truth to the Czech bumper sticker:
“Beer — Not Just for Breakfast”. His apartment along the Vltava River provided a glimpse of
the Prague Castle but more importantly, a splendid view of the Staropramen brewery across
the river. It was so close that if the winds were good, you could actually smell it!

My second trip to Prague was in September 2009 to attend the Immature Beetles Meeting
and the Insect Bourse before heading off for field work in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Since Jocelyn was accompanying me on the European leg of this trip, Lada very
graciously put us up in a local hotel where we wouldn’t have to squeeze in with the beetles,
turtles and other critters that shared his apartment. It was a most enjoyable visit in all respects
(Fig. 15). He will be sadly missed by his friends in Canada. Rest in peace my friend.

Bruce D. GILL, in Woodlawn (Ontario, Canada), October 9, 2024
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V1ad’u Malého jsem poznal jiz jako maly kluk, kdy jsem s tatinkem zac¢al dochéazet na vy-
ménné dny. Vlad’a byl nepiehlédnutelny, i pro malé dité. Nemohu fict, Ze by mi tehdy pfirostl
k srdci. Nervozni, ukficeny, zarostly pan. Od pohledu mrzout.

Muj pohled se vSak zacal postupné ménit. Pfispél k tomu zejména zacatek mého ptisobeni
v CSE, a také studijni zamé&feni na P¥F UK pod vedenim Davida Krale, tedy vrubounoviti
brouci. Najednou jsem mél s Vlad'ou mnohem vice spolecného a nase interakce se pro-
hloubily. Do styku jsme pfichazeli kviili stolu CSE na Mezinarodnim vyménném dni, ktery
Vlada pofadal a prostor pro CSE zde poskytoval zdarma jako sponzorsky dar Spoleénosti.
Od par vét jsme se pravé diky vrubounovitym brouku dostavali stale vice do delsich debat
nad spole¢nym zamétenim.

Na jednom z vyménnych dnti pfislo pozvani pro mé a Lucku k Vlad’ovi domt. Ukazu Vam
sbirku, tak znél slib. Sbirka vSak byla na jeden vecer moc velké sousto. Z jedné navstévy se
jich nakonec stalo nékolik. Pravidelnych, pratelskych posezeni nad krabicemi broukt. Vlad’a
m¢él sbirku ulozenou ve sklepé v byvalém byté. Regaly a krabice zaplnovaly cely prostor,
vyjimku tvofil pracovni stiil a knihovna v rohu. Mnoho stitkt, separati, Spendlikt. Klasicky
entomologicky nepotadek. V1ad’a si vzdy sedl na sttl, zapnul svoji elektronickou cigaretu,
jejiz typickou vini citim i nyni pii psani téchto fadki, a rozlil nAm Prosecco. M¢l jej moc
rad. A povidalo se. Historky z cest, ze zivota. A nosili se krabice, jedna za druhou. Nékdy

Obr. 14. Vlad’a pted lokomotivou CPR’s 2816 Royal Hudson v Smlths Falls, Ontar]o Kanada, 11.V1.2004. AI‘ChlV
Bruce D. Gilla.

Fig. 14. Vlada beside the CPR’s 2816 Royal Hudson locomotive in Smiths Falls, Ontario, Canada, 11.vi.2004.
Archive of Bruce D. Gill.
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ucelené taxonomické skupinky, jindy nahodné krabice barevnych hovnousti, onehdy peélivé
zvolené krabicky, v nichz dulezity byl jediny kousek. K vykladu, bachorce, demonstraci
morfologické struktury. ... Zalezelo.

Setkani v§ak bohuzel neméla dlouhého trvani. Pierusil je ¢astecné covid, a pak vyznamné
Vlad'ova nemoc. Navstévovali jsme se i poté. V nemocnici. Na ta setkani jiz nevzpominam
rad. Ale a¢ nebyla pfilis potésujici, i ta mé mnoho naucila. O zivoté, i o Vlad'ovi.

Vlada byl zvlastni patron a velky svérdz. Mnoho lidi v nasi komunité jej vnima jen ze
setkani na vyménnych dnech, kde byl nervozni, casto nepiijemny. Ale takovy Vlad’a vlastné
nebyl. Pod hrubou slupkou se skryval skromny chlapik s velkym srdcem. Seétély a svétaznaly,
a¢ nevystudovany a neznaje cizich jazykd. V zivoté ani v zahranié¢i se nikdy neztratil. Miloval
sbirani a brouky. Umél si uzivat skvélého jidla a piti (obr. 16). Okoli ¢asto nevnimal a $el si
za svym. Nic jej nemohlo z jeho Zivotni cesty odklonit.

Myslim, Ze osobnost V1adi bude jesté mnohymi docenéna, a¢ nyni to tak mozna nevnimaji.
S jeho odchodem konéi jedna z vyznamnych ér nejen eské, ale i svétové entomologie. Cas
teprve ukaze, jak moc zasluznou ¢innosti bylo pofadani Mezinarodnich vyménnych dnti. Pro
nas pro vsechny.

Ac¢ se Vlad’a zdanlive snazil od sebe vsechny odehnat, nepodatilo se mu to zcela a u vSech.
Mnoho entomologickych rozprav z posledni doby se diiv nebo pozdéji stocilo k tomu po-
mensimu vousatému bouilivakovi. S laskou na néj vzpomina mnoho ptatel. A mezi nimi i ja.

David SOMMER, v Praze dne 11. fijna 2024

Maly jménem, maly mozna i vzristem, nikoliv vSak svym duchem, srdcem a laskou
k ptirodé.

Béhem 1éta nés navzdy opustil pfirodovédec, entomolog, terarista a sbératel rozli¢nych
pfirodnin — ,,nas§ Vlad’a®. Toto slovni spojeni se mi vybavuje z prvnich kontaktd na Mezina-
rodnim setkani sbérateltt hmyzu (dale MSSH) tehdy jesté v Narodnim domé na Vinohradech.
Oznaceni ,,nas Vlad’a® zaznivalo od jeho blizkych osob a ptatel v situacich, kdy Vladova
predstava o provedeni néjaké ¢innosti nebo ukolu nebyla splnéna k jeho obrazu a sviij ne-
souhlas dal velmi hlasité a ptimo najevo. Jeho az cholerické vystupovani pisobilo na prvni
dojem pfinejmensim nehezky.

Nicméné jak plynul €as, zjistili jsme, ze VIad’a ma své dvé tvare — dveé osobnosti v jednom
téle. V jedno z horoskopii se uvadi, Ze lidé narozeni ve znameni vodnafe ,,... radi plavou proti
proudu a jsou originlni. Ze jsou to empatiéti snilci, kteid miluji pfirodu a cht&ji zlepit svét.”
Tato slova o Vlad’ovi naprosto presné plati a vystihuji ho.

Zprvu jsme se totiz setkavali pouze ve spojitosti s pfipravou a poradanim MSSH, jehoz je
zakladatelem a duchovnim otcem. Organizace celé akce pochopitelné s sebou prinasi mnoho
ukolll a organizacnich uskali, coz znamenalo i vétsi tlak na samotného V1ad'u. Prestoze jeho
entomologicti pratelé a kamaradi mnohdy ve svych vypravénich ptipominali veselé historky
s vtipnym Vl1ad’ou, z vlastni zkusenosti se tomu nelehko véfilo.

Postupem casu ptibyvala i neformalni setkani v mezic¢asech konani MSSH, diky ¢emuz
jsme zjistili, jak laskavy, hodny, pozorny, starostlivy a viely Vlad’a uvnitf je. Jeho vesela
povaha pro nas ¢ekala na své odhaleni. O to vétsi a hlubsi to poznani jeho osobnosti bylo.
Ve vysledku jsme se za ta 1éta stali blizkymi prateli, kteti mu pomahali feSit mnoha tskali
kazdodenniho zivota, véetné seniorskych prekazek v uspéchané moderni digitalni dobé.
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Obr. 15. Skvélé pivo a pratelé v Praze, 30.1X.2009. Archiv Bruce D. Gilla.
Fig. 15. Enjoying great beer and friendship in Prague, 30.1X.2009. Archive of Bruce D. Gill.

Jeho osobni vypravéni ndm umoznovala poznavat ho hloubéji a hloubéji. Jaké prekazky mu
byly kladeny do jeho zivota od ttlého détstvi, a to at’ samotnym osudem v podobé brzkého
odchodu maminky, ale i komunistickym rezimem. M¢l smysl pro ptatelstvi, spravedlnost,
pravdu a Cest, za néz se byl ochoten bit do posledniho dechu. Jisté si mnozi vzpomenou na jeho
medialni vystupy a organizace protestnich a peti¢nich akci pfi snaze pomoci zachranit ducha
entomologie v boji s indickou justici v roce 2008.

Vlada byl nejen hrdym bojovnikem v nelehké dob¢, ale mél i obdivuhodny smysl pro
spolkovou &innost a stmelovani kolektivu. Byl vyznamnym ¢lenem CSE i Ceskoslovenského
svazu chovateld. Pfi pofadani nekomerc¢nich prednasek a vystav se u VIadi zrodila myslenka
usporadat setkani tehdejsich ceskoslovenskych entomologti a sbératelt hmyzu se zahrani¢nimi
ucastniky. A praveé v iijnu 1986 se mu takové prvni setkani jako organizatorovi podafilo re-
alizovat. Jeho piinos pro spolkovou ¢innost a vyznam ceského jména ve svétovém méfitku
je tak nesmirny.

Mezinarodni setkani sbératelt hmyzu je Vlad'ovym odkazem. Diky nému se jiz druhou
generaci maji moznost setkdvat odbornici z celého svéta za casti laické vefejnosti. Proto
kazdy cely vikend v bfeznu a fijnu, v terminech, které zavedl Vlad’a, se budeme vSichni ti,
co maji zajem o entomologii a pfirodu obecné, setkavat i nadale.

Vlad'o, Ty na nich bude$ s nami v nasich vzpominkach napotad.

Jiti JANOTA, v Praze dne 29. fijna 2024
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We first met Vladislav Maly more than 20 years ago, at the six-monthly entomological
meetings that he organized for decades in Prague. In the mid-1990s, Howard was probably
the first British entomologist to attend what were still, at that time, mainly exchange days
showing the Czech and Central European fauna. As the world opened up for Czech entomol-
ogists, these events became more and more international, with specimens from all over the
globe exhibited and traded. When Howard became Head of Collections at the Natural History
Museum in London, he started bringing members of his team, including Max, to participate.
By 2004, a team of us were systematically bringing hundreds of loans of museum specimens
to researchers from Czech Republic and other parts of Europe and beyond (because as the
fame of these meetings spread, they became global hubs, attracting entomologists from several
continents). We also took bags of unmounted specimens to be mounted by Czech specialist
preparators, unlocking decades worth of backlogs and making them available for science.
These events have become an essential bridge to us, to connect our collections on our island
with the thriving, dynamic European entomological community. Over more than 20 years,
we have carried more than 1200 loans out and back, had over 100,000 beetles identified by
experts, and more than half a million specimens mounted. We have also made many collab-
orators and life-long friends through these meetings. Our Museum is just one organization,
and the bursa attracts hundreds of other entomologists with similar stories, which shows
its importance for connecting entomological communities and keeping our science alive.
Vladislav Maly arranged and presided over more than 70 bursas since 1986. He often said
that, in entomology, the Czech Republic was a ‘Global Superpower’, but maybe he didn’t
even recognise his own important role in building and maintaining this superpower status.

In the early 2000s, the bursa was still held in the magnificent Mayakovsky Hall ballroom
at the 1894 Narodni dim na Vinohradech at Namésti Miru, where boxes of specimens nestled
among neoclassical reliefs and friezes, and the beer was served on gilt-edged marble tables.
It was a large venue, but was frequently filled with hundreds of entomologists. We used to
hand out our loans in the lobby, but Vlad’a was aware of what we were doing and would
give us an empty table to use when one was available. In 2013, presumably because of rising
costs and declining footfall, the bursa moved to its new venue at Arkady Pankrac, nowhere
near so convenient or so opulent, but the insects, conversation and companionship remained
an attraction. Around this time, ever the businessman, V1ad’a started charging us for our ta-
bles, but he often used to bring us some lunch vouchers or a bottle of something interesting
together with the bill. We last saw him in March 2024, when his friends and family brought
him around the bursa in a wheelchair to survey his empire for what sadly was to be his last
time. He was very ill by then, but observing all the exhibits and the entomologists who were
pleased to see him, he looked happy.

We would like to express our appreciation of Vladislav Maly and to acknowledge the huge
contribution he made to uniting entomologists and entomological institutions across borders
and seas, in keeping the science of entomology alive and helping to inspire a next generation,
in the heart of what he himself named as the entomological global superpower of the Czech
Republic. We are pleased that these events, now called “Maly bursas” as a mark of quality,
have continued since his passing, and we hope this excellent tradition will continue for many
more years to come.

Maxwell BARCLAY and Howard MENDEL, in London (United Kingdom), December 2025
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Obr. 16. Vlad’a miloval skvélé jidlo i piti. Oslava narozenin, 17.1V.2014. Archiv Davida Krale.
Fig. 16. Vlad’a loved great food and drink. Birthday celebration, 17.iv.2014. Archive of David Kral.
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