
153

Klapalekiana, 60: 153–156, 2024
ISSN 1210-6100

On the identity of Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 (Coleoptera: Nitidulidae)
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Abstract. An overlooked taxon name, Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 is studied and its synonymy with 
Brassicogethes viridescens (Fabricius, 1787) is established. Nitidula viridescens Fabricius, 1787 (= Brassicogethes 
viridescens (Fabricius, 1787)) is proposed as nomen protectum and Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1756 as nomen 
oblitum according to Article 23.9 of ICZN (1999).

INTRODUCTION

“Dermestes psyllius” was described twice independently: Grouvelle (1913), followed by 
Audisio (1993) and Jelínek & Audisio (2007) cited the description of Herbst (1784: 21) and 
considered it as synonym of Meligethes aeneus (Fabricius, 1775), transferred by Audisio 
et al. (2009) in the new genus Brassicogethes Audisio et Cline, 2009. However, all authors 
overlooked an older description of Dermestes psyllius by Linnaeus (1758: 357). Revision of 
the type specimen of Dermestes psyllius, deposited in the collection of the Linnean Society, 
London, is subject of the present note.

MATERIAL EXAMINED

Lectotype (designated here): 1 specimen pinned, covered with mould, labelled: Psyllius 
[MS, grey label]// 25 [print]// LSL INS 7803[print]// Brassicogethes/ viridescens/ (F.) [MS]/ 
J. Jelínek det. 2016 [print]// Deposited in the Linnean Society Collection, London, UK.

RESULTS

Revision of the lectotype of Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 revealed, that it is in fact 
conspecific with Brassicogethes viridescens (Fabricius, 1787) (Coleoptera: Nitidulidae) – 
new synonymy. The name psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 has priority over viridescens Fabricius, 
1787. Nevertheless, Brassicogethes viridescens is a widely distributed species of economic 
importance, frequently mentioned in literature under this name, whilst psyllius has not been 
used as a valid name of a species since before 1899. Therefore, I feel it reasonable to accept 
Dermestes viridescens Fabricius, 1787 as nomen protectum and Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 
1758 as nomen oblitum. Conditions for the reversal of precedence as defined by ICZN (1999), 
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article 23.9 are met in this case, and 28 papers from 50 preceding years, including a span of 
greater than 10 years, mentioning Meligethes or Brassicogethes viridescens (F.) as a valid 
name, are listed in the Appendix.
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SOUHRN

Poprvé je zjištěna synonymie druhů Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 a Nitidula viri-
descens Fabricius, 1787 (= Brassicogethes viridescens (Fabricius, 1787)). V souladu s usta-
noveními článku 23.9, ICZN (1999), je Nitidula viridescens Fabricius, 1787 navržena jako 
nomen protectum a Dermestes psyllius Linnaeus, 1758 jako nomen oblitum. Je uveden seznam 
28 prací z posledních 50 let, ve kterých je uvedeno jméno Meligethes nebo Brassicogethes 
viridescens (F.) jako validní jméno (viz Appendix).
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