Published December 29, 2023 Klapalekiana, 59: 405-408, 2023
ISSN 1210-6100

Jind¥ich Rohagek zvolen Eestnym &lenem Ceské spole&nosti entomologické
JindFich Rohacek elected as honorary member of the Czech Entomological Society

V roce 2023 obdrzel &estné ¢lenstvi CSE pan RNDr. Jindtich
Rohacek, CSc., entomolog Slezského zemského muzea v Opave.

Jindfich Rohacek se narodil 2. prosince 1951 v Jihlavé, od na-
rozeni zil v Ttesti, kde chodil na zakladni Skolu. V Tel¢i studoval
na Stedni vS§eobecné vzdélavaci skole, studium zakon¢il maturitou
vr. 1970. V letech 1970-1975 studoval v oboru biologie odborna
se specializaci systematicka zoologie-entomologie na Ptirodove-
decké fakulté Masarykovy univerzity v Bmé (tehdy pod nazvem
Univerzita Jana Evangelisty Purkyné v Brn¢). Promoval v r.
1975 a v r. 1978 zde ziskal doktorat ptirodnich véd (titul RNDr.).
Diplomovou a rigorézni praci vénoval studiu celedi Sphaeroce-
ridae (mrvnatkoviti) v Ceskoslovensku, resp. v Evropé, u obou
byl jeho vedoucim prof. Rudolf Rozkosny. Toto téma nasledné
rozpracoval v monografii (byvalého) rodu Limosina (Rohacek
1982-1985), kterou polozil zaklady moderniho vyzkumu ¢éeledi
Sphaeroceridae. Védeckou kandidaturu (titul CSc.) obhajil v r.
1991 na Ptirodovédecké fakulté Univerzity Karlovy v Praze pod
vedenim prof. Jaromira Doskocila. Vysledky kandidatské prace
posléze publikoval formou védecké monografie s ndzvem ,,A mo-
nograph of Leptocera (Rachispoda Lioy) of the West Palaearctic
area (Diptera, Sphaeroceridae)* (Rohacek 1991).

Od r. 1976 pracuje ve Slezském zemském muzeu v Opavé
jako entomolog (vyzkumny pracovnik a kurator sbirek), kde
pusobi dodnes. V letech 1990-2009 zde byl vedoucim oddéleni pfirodnich véd a dvakrat zastupcem feditele muzea.
Védecky a publikacné je J. Rohacek neuvéfitelné ¢inny, je autorem nebo spoluautorem vice nez 500 odbornych
publikaci, véetné 7 monografii, a editorem 4 kolektivnich monografii. Zaméfuje se pfedevsim na ¢eledi Anthomyzidae
(hloubilkoviti) a Sphaeroceridae (mrvnatkoviti) z fadu Diptera (dvoukiidli). Jako systematik objevil a popsal (sam
nebo ve spoluautorstvi) 2 ¢eledi, 2 podceledi, 48 rodi a podrodi a 281 druhti nebo poddruhti dvouktidlych. Spolu
s S. A. Marshallem (Kanada) (obr. 1) a dal§imi sestavil prvni celosvétovy katalog ¢eledi Sphaeroceridae (Rohacek
et al. 2001). Z nejvyznamnéjsSich recentnich publikaci je nutno zminit monografické zpracovani palearktické fauny
Celedi Anthomyzidae (Rohacek 2006, 2009). Spole¢né s kanadskym kolegou Kevinem Barberem (obr. 1) také
revidovali nearktickou faunu: revize rodu Arganthomyza a monografie rodu Anthomyza a ptibuznych rodu z celedi
Anthomyzidae (Rohacek & Barber 2013, 2016). Je nutné zminit, Ze jeho popisy, revize a monografie jsou vzdy bohaté
ilustrované velmi detailnimi perokresbami a v poslednich cca 15 letech i fotografiemi zivych jedincti. Ve spolupraci
s molekularnimi biology se zabyva také fylogenezi ¢eledi Anthomyzidae.

Dalsim zajmem J. Rohacka je studium fosilnich zastupct skupiny Acalyptrata v tietihornim jantaru. Necekanou
diverzitu eocenni fauny ¢eledi Anthomyzidae vyhodnotil v publikaci, ktera vysla v Journal of Systematic Palacontology
(Rohacek 2013). Z novéjsich praci na fosilnim materialu ze skupiny Acalyptrata jsou velkym tispéchem objevy a popisy
dvou novych fosilnich ¢eledi: Clusiomitidae (Rohacek & Hoffeins 2021) a Christelenkidae (Rohacek et al. 2023).

Jindra se vzdy s velkym nadSenim vénuje praci a vyzkumu v terénu, kde dokaze byt velice akéni a efektivni
sbératel. Ale také skvély partak a ucitel. Sam jsem s nim zazil mnoho exkurzi jak v CR, tak na milovaném
Slovensku. Kromé toho podnikl mnoho vyzkumnych cest po celé Evropé, sbiral na Balkanském poloostrove,
ve Stiedomofii a navstivil také né€kolik Makaronéskych ostrovii. Zkoumal i faunu dvoukfidlych v Kanadé, kde
spolu s Kevinem N. Barberem zacal s fotografovanim zivych jedincti. Béhem let tak nashromazdil a vlastnoru¢né
napreparoval ohromny material hmyzu, pfedev$im dvoukiidlych, ktery tvofi vyznamnou ¢ast pfirodovédnych
sbirek Slezského zemského muzea. Tato sbirka dvouktidlych ¢ita dnes jiz ptes 200 tisic kust a obsahuje typovy
material nékolika set druht.
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Pro podrobné;jsi biografii, véetné popisu odbornych aktivit, bibliografii, a seznam taxonti pojmenovanych na jeho
podest viz Stary (2012) a Stary & Sevéik (2022). Dali zajimavé informace Ize najit v rozhovoru s J. Rohackem
uvefejnéném v ¢asopise Podustak (Tko¢ & Rohacek 2022).

Za redakei Klapalekiany chei ¢estnému ¢lenovi J. Rohackovi poptrat mnoho zdravi, tviiréi energie a dalsich
malych i velkych objevii na poli dipterologie.

In 2023, RNDr. Jindfich Rohacek, CSc., entomologist of the Silesian Museum in Opava, received honorary
membership of the Czech Entomological Society.

Jindtich Rohacek was born on 2 December 1951 in Jihlava, since his birth he lived in Tfest', where he attended
primary school. He studied at the Secondary General Education School in Tel¢ and graduated with a high school
diploma in 1970. From 1970-1975 he studied biology with a specialization in systematic zoology—entomology at
the Faculty of Science of Masaryk University in Brno (then called the Jan Evangelista Purkyné University in Brno).
He graduated in 1975 and in 1978 he received a doctorate in natural sciences (RNDr. degree). He devoted his di-
ploma and rigorous thesis to the study of the family Sphaeroceridae in Czechoslovakia and Europe, respectively,
both supervised by Prof. Rudolf Rozkosny. Subsequently, he extended and developed this topic in a monograph of
the (former) genus Limosina (Rohacek 1982—1985), which laid the foundations for modern research into the family
Sphaeroceridae. He defended his scientific candidature (CSc. degree) in 1991 at the Faculty of Science of Charles
University in Prague under the supervision of Prof. Jaromir Dosko¢il. The results of his thesis were subsequently
published in the form of a scientific monograph entitled “A monograph of Leptocera (Rachispoda Lioy) of the West
Palaearctic area (Diptera, Sphaeroceridae)” (Rohacek 1991).

Since 1976 he has worked at the Silesian Museum in Opava as an entomologist (researcher and curator of co-
llections), where he is still working today. Between 1990 and 2009 he was Head of the Natural Sciences Department
and was twice Deputy Director of the museum. Jindfich Rohacek is extremely active in science and publishing, he
is author or co-author of more than 500 scientific publications, including 7 monographs, and editor of 4 collective
monographs. He focuses mainly on the families Anthomyzidae and Sphaeroceridae of the order Diptera. As a syste-
matist, he has discovered and described (alone or co-authored) 2 families, 2 subfamilies, 48 genera and subgenera,
and 281 species or subspecies of extant and/or fossil Diptera. Together with S. A. Marshall (Canada) (Fig. 1) and
other co-authors, he prepared the first worldwide catalogue of the family Sphaeroceridae (Rohacek et al. 2001).
Among the most important of his recent publications, his monographic treatments of the Palaearctic fauna of the
family Anthomyzidae should be mentioned (Rohacek 2006, 2009). Together with his Canadian colleague Kevin N.
Barber (Fig. 1), he also revised the Nearctic fauna: revisions of the genus Arganthomyza and monographs of the
genus Anthomyza and related genera of the family Anthomyzidae (Rohacek & Barber 2013, 2016). It is important to
mention that his descriptions, revisions and monographs are always richly illustrated with very detailed pen drawings
and, in the last 15 years or so, photographs of living specimens. In collaboration with molecular biologists, he is also
working on the phylogeny of the family Anthomyzidae.

Another interest of J. Rohacek is the study of fossil representatives of the Acalyptrata group in Tertiary amber.
He has evaluated the unexpected diversity of the Eocene fauna of the family Anthomyzidae in a paper published
in the Journal of Systematic Palacontology (Rohacek 2013). Among more recent work on fossil material from the
Acalyptrata group, the discovery and description of two new fossil families, Clusiomitidae (Rohacek & Hoffeins
2021) and Christelenkidae (Rohacek et al. 2023), are his major achievement in this field.

Jindra is always very enthusiastic about fieldwork and research, where he can be a very dynamic and efficient
collector, but also a great partner and teacher. I myself have experienced many field trips with him both in the Czech
Republic and in our beloved Slovakia. In addition, he has made many research trips all over Europe, collecting in
the Balkan Peninsula, the Mediterranean and several Macaronesian Islands. He has also studied the Diptera fauna
in Canada, where he began, together with Kevin N. Barber, photographing live specimens. Over the years, he has
amassed and personally mounted huge material of insects, especially Diptera, which now form an important part of
the natural history collections of the Silesian Museum. This collection of two-winged insects now numbers more
than 200 thousand specimens and contains type material of several hundred species.

For a more detailed biography, including a description of professional activities, bibliography, and a list of taxa
named in his honour, see Stary (2012) and Stary & Sevéik (2022). Further interesting information can be found in
an interview with J. Rohacek published in the journal Podustak (Tko¢ & Rohacek 2022).

On behalf of the editors of Klapalekiana, I would like to wish Honorary Member J. Rohac¢ek good health, creative
energy and further discoveries, large and small, in the field of dipterology.

Michal TKOC, Entomologické oddéleni, Narodni muzeum, Praha
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Obr. 1. Jindra Rohacek s kolegy béhem terénniho vyzkumu v Kanadé (Mountain Ash Lake, Ontario), 5.VIL.2010.
Zleva: J. Rohacek, S. A. Marshall, K. N. Barber, synové S. A. Marshalla. Fotografie J. Rohacek.

Fig. 1. Jindra Rohacek with colleagues during field research in Canada (Mountain Ash Lake, Ontario), 5.vii. 2010.
From left: J. Rohacek, S. A. Marshall, K. N. Barber, sons of S. A. Marshall. Photograph by J. Rohacek.
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