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Recenze — Review

Nakae M. 2021: Papilionidae of the World. Roppon-Ashi Entomological Books, Tokyo, 336 pp.,
ISBN 978-4-902649-16-1, format 210 x 297 mm, cena 25 000 JPY, knihu Ize pfimo objednat pfes http://kawamo.
co.jp/roppon-ashi/papilionidae.html/en/index.html

Maloktera motyli celed’ se tési takovému zajmu profesionalnich i amatérskych ptirodovédct jako jsou otakar-
koviti (Papilionidae). Zaroven ale maloktera celed’ ma k dispozici moderni monografické zpracovani, ve kterém
by bylo mozno ptehledné najit fotografie a zakladni informace o vSech stavajicich druzich. Z tohoto hlediska
je vydavatelsky pocin vydavatelstvi Roppon-Ashi Entomological Books a autora Makkoto Nakae, ktefi se o to
v ptipadé otakarkovitych pokusili, velmi zasluzny. Knize o 336 stranach sice dominuje japonstina, nicméné
néekteré jeji Casti jsou v zdjmu mezinarodniho vyuziti uvedeny v anglicting. Bohuzel tak neni v Giplnosti u¢inéno
u vysvétlivek (str. 19-20), kde jsou anglické ekvivalenty uvedeny pouze ¢astecné a bez podrobného vysvétleni.
Bez problémi 1ze v textu o jednotlivych druzich identifikovat informaci o délce piedniho kiidla daného druhu,
o charakteru stanovisté a nadmoiské vysce vyskytu jakoz i o zemépisném rozsifeni, ale v pfipadé informace
hvézd nebo je symbolika opacna... Védecké terminy (str. 21) jsou sice do anglictiny ptelozeny, neni v§ak pielozen
jejich vyklad, se kterym japonsky text pracuje. Stru¢né a vystizné charakteristiky v angli¢tin€ jsou dale uvedeny
pro jednotlivé rody, které kniha na dané taxonomické urovni akceptuje, bohuzel neni jasné, jaké taxonomické
pojeti bylo pro zpracovani knihy pouzito. Mozna je odkaz uveden v japonském textu, ale v anglickych partiich
jsem tuto zasadni informaci nenalezl, coz je skoda, vzhledem k riznym nazorim na validitu ur¢itych taxont.
Kniha by si také zaslouzila anglicky abstrakt. To ale nic neméni na tom, ze z hlediska uzivatele, ktery hleda vy-
obrazeni urcité¢ho taxonu pro porovnani a zakladni informaci, je kniha zpracovana velmi pfehledné a vyhledavani
je pohodIné a ptijemné, pokud je dany taxon zahrnut.
knihy (str. 5-18), zaroven je taxony mozno vyhledavat na zakladé dobie zpracovaného indexu jmen v latin€ na tirovni
rodové, podrodové i druhové (str. 327-330 v latince, str. 331-334 v japonstin¢). Krom standardné fazenych jed-
notlivych taxoni lze v ivodni ¢asti knihy (str. 22-27) najit podrobné barevné tabule rozsifeni zastupcti druhovych
skupin podrodi Achillides, Menelaides, Heraclides a Neographium a na stranach 314 a 315 zajimavé barevné tabule
s vyobrazenim gynandromorfnich jedinct celkem 16 druht. Urcité vyhrady lze mit k pojeti jednotlivych druh, ale
tady pochopitelné se nazory rtiznych autorti odlisuji, a navic se pohled taxonomi vyviji s tim, jak pfibyva poznatkl
o danych taxonech, které jsou nové ziskavany jiz nejen morfologickym porovnanim, ale i s vyuzitim molekularnich
metod. Velmi pozitivné lze hodnotit zapracovani nejnovéjsich informaci a zdroji o dané celedi napt. vyuziti a ak-
ceptovani aktualné vychazejici série ,,Guide to the Butterflies of the Palearctic region® (viz Racheli & Cotton 2009,
2010). Vyborna je i velmi podrobna bibliografie ¢eledi, seznam literatury obsahuje ptes 400 zdrojt (z toho vice jak
170 pouze v japonsting), opét $koda jen, ze u studii v japonstiné chybi alespon preklady nazvi. Na druhé strané
nékteré zajimavé, byt’ lehce popularizujici prameny s tdaji o bionomii a ekologii Papilionidae nebo i popisy novych
taxonu byly piehlédnuty (viz Mastowski & Fiotek 2010, Voisin 2020, vice publikaci Jana Pasternaka ¢i Michela
Tarriera). Zvlasté posledni zminény autor by v piehledné monografii nemél byt ignorovan a minimalné jim popsané
taxony mohly byt komentovany. Absolutné nejnovéjsi prameny pochopitelné zapracovany byt nemohly vzhledem
k datu vydani (Stetten & Bozano 2021, Nazari et al. 2023), takze nékolik nové akceptovanych druhti chybi. Pro
Ceské uzivatele jsou zrovna chybéjici nové uznané druhy z okruhu Papilio machaon Linnaeus, 1758, Zerynthia po-
lyxena (Denis et Schiffermiiller, 1775) ¢i Allancastria cerisy (Godart, 1823) zajimavé, protoze se vyskytuji nejblize
a na cestach Evropou, severni Afrikou a blizkou Asii se s nimi lze nejsnaze setkat.

Pochvalit je tieba grafickou tpravu knihy. Vzhledem k mnozstvi textu a poctu druhii, které bylo tieba umistit
do jednoho svazku je grafika feSena na vybornou, rovnéz kvalita uzitych fotografii je vysoka a jenom shromazdéni
takového souboru, véetné fotodokumentace extrémné vzacnych nebo Cerstvé popsanych druhi (napt. Papilio natewa
Tennent, Chandra et Miiller, 2018), to byla uréité doslova hekticka prace. Skoda jen, Ze u n&kterych hodné varia-
bilnich druht neni misto pro vice fotografii k pfedstavé $irsi skaly variability, napfiklad u hojné se vyskytujiciho
druhu jihovychodni Asie, kterym je Papilio memnon Linnaeus, 1758 neni fotografie samce formy bez ostruh. Stejné
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tak by bylo vhodné nékteré druhy reprodukovat nejen pouze seshora, ale i ze spodni strany kiidel, kde se nachazeji
vyznamnéjsi kresebné uréovaci znaky, pro piiklad mizeme uzit samce jiz vy$e zminéného druhu P. memnon ve srov-
nani s druhem Papilio acheron Grose-Smith, 1887 nebo jiné druhy z podrodu Menelaides, atd.

Drobnych vytek ¢i navrhii k vylepSeni by se urcité naslo vice, ale zasadni opravy rozhodné nejsou zapotiebi.
V piipadé predstavené publikace se jedna o pichledovou literaturu, ktera samoziejmé s postupujicimi poznatky
taxonomu bude starnout a takto je tfeba k ni pristupovat. Rozhodné jde o velmi kvalitni knihu, ktera bude platna
po desetileti a neméla by chybét v knihovné zadného zdjemce o denni motyly ¢i otakarkovité, at’ jiz celého svéta
nebo ur¢itého regionu. Nezbyva nez vyjadiit diky v§em, kdoz se na pfipraveé a vydani této potiebné prirucky podileli
a tésit se na obdobné svétové monografické zpracovani dalsich celedi, které od dob slavného dila profesora Dr. Adal-
berta Seitze ,,Die Grosschmetterlinge der Erde* z pocatku 20. stoleti nebo praci D’ Abrery z 80. let t¢hoZ nyni zcela
chybi. Pokud bude edice podobnych dél pokracovat a budou stejné jako tato kniha urceny k celosvétovému uzivani,
primluvil bych se pouze za rozsifeni anglicky uvedené informace, eventualné za dvojjazycnost knihy. Japonstina
ipfes vSechny moderni prekladace predstavuje jistou bariéru, ktera ztézuje obecny pfistup k obsazenym informacim.

Few butterfly families enjoy such interest from professional and amateur naturalists as the Papilionidae. At the
same time, however, few families have a modern monographic treatment at their disposal, in which it would be
possible to easily find photographs and basic information about all existing species. From this point of view, the
venture of the publishing house Roppon-Ashi Entomological Books and the author Makkoto Nakae, who have tried
to do this for the Papilionidae, is of great merit. Although the 336-page book is dominated by Japanese text, some
parts of it are presented in English for international use. Unfortunately, this is not done in full for the explanations
(pp- 19-20), where the English translation is only partial and lacking some detail. It is therefore possible to easily
identify information about the length of the forewing of the given species, the nature of the habitat and the altitude of
occurrence as well as the geographical distribution in the text about individual species, but in the case of information
about rarity, which is expressed by asterisks, the reader must guess whether the lowest number of stars indicates the
greatest rarity, or the opposite. The scientific terms (p. 21) are translated into English, but their interpretation, with
which the Japanese text works, is not translated. Brief characteristics in English are given below for the individual
genera that the book accepts at the given taxonomic level, but unfortunately it is not clear which taxonomic concept
was used for the preparation of the book. The reference is probably given in the Japanese text, but I could not find
this crucial information in the English parts, which is disappointing considering the widely differing opinions on the
validity of certain taxa. The book would also benefit from an English abstract. However, this does not change the
fact that from the point of view of the user who is looking for an image of a certain taxon for comparison and basic
information, the book is very clearly arranged, and the search is convenient and pleasant if the given taxon is included.

In total, the book deals with 603 taxa at the species level in 29 genera, a list of which can be found in the contents
of the book (pp. 5-18). Taxa can be searched for using the well-developed index of names in Latin at the genus,
subgenus and species level (pp. 327-330 in Latin, pp. 331-334 in Japanese). In addition to the individual taxa ap-
pearing in a standard order, in the introductory part of the book (pp. 22-27) we can also find detailed colour maps
of the distribution of representatives of the species groups of the subgenera Achillides, Menelaides, Heraclides and
Neographium, and on pages 314 and 315, interesting colour plates depicting gynandromorphic individuals of a total of
16 species. Certain reservations can be made about the concept of individual species, but here, of course, the opinions
of different authors differ, and in addition, the view of taxonomists develops as more knowledge is gained about the
given taxa, which are newly acquired not only from morphological comparison, but also from the use of molecular
methods. The incorporation of the latest information and sources about the family can be evaluated very positively,
e.g. the use and acceptance of the currently published series “Guide to the Butterflies of the Palearctic region” (see
Racheli & Cotton 2009, 2010). The very detailed bibliography of the family is also excellent, with over 400 sources
(of which more than 170 are only in Japanese); again it is disappointing that the studies in Japanese do not have at
least translations of the titles. On the other hand, some interesting, albeit slightly ‘popular’ sources with data on the
bionomy and ecology of Papilionidae or even descriptions of new taxa have been overlooked (see Mastowski &
Fiotek 2010, Voisin 2020, additional publications by Jan Pasternak or Michel Tarrier). The last-mentioned author in
particular should not be ignored in a comprehensive monograph, and at least the new taxa that he described should
be commented on. The most recent sources could understandably not be incorporated due to the publication date
(Stetten & Bozano 2021, Nazari et al. 2023), so several newly accepted species are missing. For Czech users, the
missing newly recognized taxa from the range of Papilio machaon Linnaeus, 1758, Zerynthia polyxena (Denis et
Schiffermiiller, 1775) or Allancastria cerisy (Godart, 1823) are interesting because these are found closest by, and
on trips through Europe, North Africa and near Asia they are the easiest to encounter.
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The graphic design of the book should be praised. Considering the amount of text and the number of species
that had to be placed in one volume, the graphics are excellent, the quality of the photographs used is also high.
The assembly of such a collection of images, including photo-documentation of extremely rare or newly described
species (e.g. Papilio natewa Tennent, Chandra et Miiller, 2018), was certainly extremely demanding work. It is
unfortunate that for some very variable species there was not sufficient room to display a wider range of variability;
for example, for the abundant Southeast Asian species Papilio memnon Linnaeus, 1758, there is no photograph of the
male form that lacks tails (wingspurs). In the same way, it would have been ideal to illustrate some species not only
from above, but also showing the underside of the wings, where there are more significant diagnostic characters, for
example the male of the already mentioned species P. memnon could have been compared with the species Papilio
acheron Grose-Smith, 1887 or other species of the subgenus Menelaides, etc.

There may well be other minor criticisms or suggestions for improvement that could be made, but none of these
are essential. This publication should be treated as an overview, which of course will gradually go out of date with
increasing taxonomic knowledge. It remains an excellent quality book that will stay valid for decades, and should
be included in the library of anyone interested in butterflies, whether of the whole world or a certain region. All that
remains is to express our gratitude to all those who participated in the preparation and publication of this necessary
handbook, and look forward to a similar global monographic treatments of other families that, since the famous
work of Professor Dr. Adalbert Seitz’s “Die Grosschmetterlinge der Erde” from the early 20th century, or Bernard
d’Abrera’s works from the 1980s, has been completely absent. If the production of similar works in this edition
continues, and if they, like this book, are intended for worldwide use, I would only plead for the expansion of the
information given in English, possibly for the book to be bilingual. Despite modern translation software, the Japanese
language represents a certain barrier that makes general access to the information contained difficult.
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