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Jifi Moravec osmdesatnikem!
On the 80th birthday of Jiii Moravec

Toto vyznamné vyroci piekvapi nejen mnohé entomology
— brouckate, ale pfekvapeni by byli i navstévnici z fad laické
vefejnosti na vyhlasenych entomologickych vyménnych dnech-
-burzach, pfedevsim v Praze! Vzdyt jeho typicka, nad stoly
s brouky lehce nahrbena postava muze stiedné velké postavy
a vzhledu spise stiedniho véku, s del$imi, Casem stale vic
Sedivéjsimi vlasy a vétSinou s binokularnimi brylemi na vy-
sokém cele, zde byla desitky let nepfehlédnutelnym zjevem
typického védce na kazdoro¢nim setkani pratel entomologie
z celého svéta.

Jen relativné uzky okruh ptatel a odborniki na brouky celedi
Cicindelidae vi, Ze se jedna o opravdu vyznamného ptirodovédce
— systematika, proslulé¢ho svymi védeckymi pracemi po celém
svéte, a to hned ve dvou oborech — entomologii a mykologii.

Jifi Moravec (Jirka, pro zahrani¢ni kolegy ,,Jiri*) se narodil
29. fijna 1942 v Mladé Boleslavi a od détstvi mél vSestranny za-
jem o pfirodu, umoznény dobrym rodinnym zazemim. Se sbérem
apreparaci hmyzu zacal jiz ve svych dvanacti letech. Pozdéji se
soustiedil nejen na entomologii, ale i na mykologii. Zahy se stal
¢lenem Ceskoslovenské védecké spolecnosti pro mykologii pi
CSAV a Ceskoslovenské spoleénosti entomologické pii CSAV,
prechodné byl ¢lenem i Britské mykologické spole¢nosti.

V mykologii se vénoval studiu operkulatnich diskomycett
aproslulost ve svété ziskal revizemi rodd s nové popsanymi dru-
hy, a hlavné vydanim obsahlé monografie prevazné koprofilniho rodu téchto ter¢oplodych hub, A world monograph
of the genus Cheilymenia (Discomycetes, Pezizales, Pyronemataceae), 256 pp., vydanou v roce 2005 némeckym
nakladatelstvim THW-Verlag. Krom¢ tohoto zasadniho dila zahrnuje mykologicka bibliografie Jitiho Moravce 79
pavodnich védeckych ¢lankt, zvefejnénych v nasich i svétovych mykologickych periodikach — viz samostatné ¢lanky
o oslavenci, publikované RNDr. Vladimirem Antoninem (Antonin 1998, 2023).

Dnes jiz usmévna historka je z roku 1983, kdy se Jirka aktivné zacastnil mezinarodniho kongresu mykologi
(IMC3) v Japonsku. ,,Bud’te vitan, pane profesore!, ozvalo se, na coz host z Ceskoslovenska reagoval slovy: ,,Ale
ja nejsem profesor! Hostitel dal pokracoval: ,,To nevadi, doktore!* Nikoho by z tehdejsiho veéhlasného védeckého
koncilia védct z celého svéta nenapadlo, ze ten renomovany mykolog ze stiedni Evropy, ktery byl na kongres
pozvan na zakladé ¢etnych taxonomickych publikaci, nejen ze nema zadnou védeckou hodnost, ale navic si pi-
vodné na zivobyti vydélaval jako frézat v primyslovych podnicich. Protoze byl synem Zzivnostnika a v roce 1968
se aktivné angazoval pro idealy ,,Prazského jara®, nebylo Jirkovi za minulého rezimu umoznéno studovat. Znalosti
v mykologii a entomologii ziskal samostatnym studiem, vzdy az po fadné pracovni dobé, ¢asto po nocich. Po roce
1989 by ur¢ité zvladl dodateéné studium pro ziskani formalniho vyssiho vzdélani, ale to by mu paradoxné branilo
v jeho jiz rozvinuté taxonomické ¢innosti. Prostfednictvim soukromych ucitelt se u¢il francouzstinu, latinu a ang-
lictinu, z nichz posledné dva jmenované jazyky pouzival pro své publikace; Gplnou statnici z anglictiny slozil v roce
1980 na Jazykové skole v Brn¢. Po piestéhovani do Adamova v r. 1971 se zapojil do ¢innosti brnénské pobocky
Ceskoslovenské védecké spole¢nosti pro mykologii pii CSAV a seznamil se se &leny entomologického oddéleni
Moravského zemského muzea, hlavné s RNDr. Pavlem Lautererem, a s kolegy v okoli svého nového pulisobiste,
zejména Ing. Jitim Hladilem, Ing. Vitem Kubaném a Ing. Jitim Manouskem. Z prazskych entomologt to byli hlavné
Miroslav Dvotak, RNDr. Josef Jelinek, RNDr. Svatopluk Bily a mnoho dal3ich.

Jirk@iv obdivuhodny osobnostni rozvoj v obou pfirodovédeckych oborech byl umocnény nevSednim da-
rem intuice a dal$i z jeho vasni, kterou bylo cestovani po celém svété, ¢asto na pozvani védeckych instituci,
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nebo ucasti na kongresech a symposiich, v t¢ dobé mykologickych. Kromé vyse uvedeného mezinarodniho
mykologického kongresu v Japonsku a ¢etnych navstév evropskych zemi, Jirka navstivil fadu africkych statu,
nekteré opakované.

Ze zazitka na vSech vypravach po celém svété by mohla byt napsana velka poutava kniha plna dobrodruzstvi.
Prvni dvé cesty do Tanzanie v letech 1976 a 1981, tehdy jesté do ,,Afriky snti, uskutecnil zcela sam. Z Keni do Tan-
zanie cestoval autostopem a jen s 30 dolary v kapse. Jako jeden z prvnich Cechti zdolal v prosinci 1976 nejvyssi
vrchol Afriky, Kilimandzaro. Zazitky, i entomologické, z narodniho parku Mikumi a od feky Rufidzi v Tanzanii
Jirka publikoval v &lancich asopisti Lidé a Zemé a Ziva (Moravec 1980, 1981), véetné dramatické pithody se slo-
nem, ktery mu v noci roztrhl stan. Pfi druh¢ z téchto historickych cest, v obdobi doznivajiciho vale¢ného konfliktu
Tanzanie s rezimem Idi Amina v Ugand¢, ho u jezera Malawi zadrzel vojak v otrhané uniformé, postavil ke zdi
baraku a natahl spoust’ samopalu. Jen diky tomu, Ze si Jirka duchaptitomné roztrhl kosili a tim odhalil cestovni pas
v sacku na hrudi, a vojak si ovéfil jeho narodnost, si asi zachranil zivot. Pfi této cesté Jirka cestoval z Tanzanie az
k Viktoriinym vodopadiim v Zambii, kterou pak navstivil jesté dvakrat. Dalsi z mnoha ptihod se odehrala v Indonésii
na ostrové Sumatra. Jirka si pral rifle na biehu poklidné feky, ktera se vSak z divodu boute nékde v horach nahle
zménila v dravy proud, ktery Jirku strhl a zanesl asi dva kilometry do zcela pusté oblasti. Jen diky tomu, ze se jeho
télo zachytilo za vétve stromu, se dostal na bich a s nalomenym Zebrem se dovlekl k ubytovné. To vse, jak Jirka veéri,
s Bozi pomoci. Hned druhy den se v pralese setkal s mladou samici orangutana a pohled do jejich o¢i z bezprosttedni
blizkosti byl tak uzasny zazitek, ze zcela vynahradil trauma z pfedchoziho dne.

Ve stiedni Asii Jirka jako ugastnik expedice Ceskoslovenské entomologické spolecnosti navitivil dnesni Kazach-
stan, Uzbekistan a Kyrgyzstan. Po sametové revoluci, na pozvani univerzity v Taiyuanu, byl v Cing, dale na Novém
Zélandu, v USA, Paraguayi a Kostarice. Zvlastni pozornost je tfeba soustiedit na udobi Jirkovych vyprav na Ma-
dagaskar, ktery navstivil pétkrat spolu s fadou kolegti, véetné autora tohoto ptispévku, a do oblasti Maskarénského
souostrovi, kde navstivil tfikrat Réunion a Mauritius a jedenkrat Rodrigues. Prakticky z kazdé vypravy na Madagas-
kar byly popsany pro védu nové druhy sviznikt a dal$ich druht broukd a jeden novy druh a jeden poddruh i z tak
dikladné prozkoumaného ostrova, jako je Mauritius (Moravec 2007, 2010).

Od zacatku nového tisicileti, zvlasté pak po vydani vyse uvedené mykologické monografie v roce 2005, ktera
byla prakticky zavrSenim jeho prace v mykologii, se Jirkiiv védecky zajem zaméfil na entomologii, se specializaci
na svizniky (Cicindelidae). Netrvalo dlouho a stal se uznavanym odbornikem na tuto skupinu broukd. Byl a je
schopen uréit nebo nové popsat svizniky hlavné z Madagaskarského regionu a Neotropické oblasti. Radu let patii
v taxonomii a nomenklatufe této celedi k naprosté svétové Spicce! V entomologii Jirka zatim publikoval 72 ptivodnich
védeckych praci (bud’ sam, nebo se spoluautory), s popisem 88 novych taxont (15 z nich ve skupiné rodu). Jeho
jménem ,,moraveci je pojmenovano nékolik druhti sviznikd, a v i8i hub i jeden rod Moravecia.

Entomologickou nesmrtelnost si Jirka zajistil nejen mnozstvim taxont, u nichz je jeho autorské jméno, ale
i védeckou publikaéni ¢innosti. Dilezitym meznikem v jeho dalsim védeckém smérovani byla expedice na Ma-
dagaskar na pielomu let 1998 a 1999. Nejen ze tehdy bylo objeveno nékolik pro védu novych druhi svizniku,
ale mezi ¢leny expedice byli ti, ktefi pochopili génia, ktery v Jirkovi dfima a ¢eka na podnét ke svému rozvinuti.
Pfi jedné vecefi v pohadkovém pfirodnim raji narodniho parku Analamazaotra-Perinet padl dotaz: ,,Jirko, a co ti
brani, abys vysledky tvych taxonomickych zkoumani vydal v ucelenych kniznich publikacich? Ptekazky byly
pojmenovany a Jirka byl ubezpecen, ze pokud se rozhodne, budou jeho védecké a publikaéni aktivity nadale
podporovany finanéné, vécné i moralné. A tak se také stalo. Od roku 2001 mohl Jirka odejit do pfed¢asného
starobniho dichodu a naplno se vénovat ,,pouze* védecké praci. Tak diky finan¢ni podpoie od Ing. Miroslava
Skrabala, filantropa ze Vsetinska, byly vydany jeho tfi ,,madagaskarské* knizni taxonomické publikace: monogra-
ficka zpracovani rodt Physodeutera a Pogonostoma a revize patnacti zbyvajicich rodu sviznikl vyskytujicich se
na Madagaskaru a okolnich souostrovich (Moravec 2002, 2007, 2010). Systém madagaskarskych a maskarénskych
cicindelid” dostal jednoznacny fad a je opravnéné¢ obdivovan jako vzorovy ptiklad pfisné¢ védeckého piistupu,
zalozeného na podrobném studiu originalniho typového materialu a co nejvétsiho souboru jedincti daného druhu
z rozdilnych lokalit. Typovy material Jirka studoval pfimo v muzeich, kde se nachazeji nejvétsi entomologické
sbirky ze studovanych zoogeografickych oblasti. Z velké ¢asti tyto studijni cesty realizoval diky finan¢ni podpote
udilené Evropskou grantovou agenturou Synthesys pro vyzkum v muzejnich sbirkach (pod zastitou European
Community Research Infrastructure Action). Jirka absolvoval nespocet osobnich, mnohokrat opakovanych
studijnich navstév do entomologickych sbirek pfirodovédnych muzei v Pafizi, Londyn¢, Berlin¢, Eberswalde
(pozdé&ji Miinchebergu), Tervurenu, ale i ve Vidni, Drazd’anech, Antananarivu a v Praze. V ramci svého vlastniho
studia Jirka vzdy provedl revizi shlédnutych druhi ve vSech navstivenych muzejnich sbirkach, spravné je zatadil
do systému, opravil chyby, zkratka provedl mnoho prace, pro kterou je vSude ocefiovan a vzdy pratelsky vitan.
Kromé toho studoval desetitisice vzorki svizniki, véetné typového materialu, formou vypujcek jak z evropskych,
tak i zamotskych muzejnich a soukromych sbirek. Vyznamna je pro ného spoluprace se zahrani¢nimi kolegy,
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Fig. 1. Jifi Moravec on the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro, 6 December 1976.
Obr. 1. Jifi Moravec na vrcholu hory Kilimandzaro, 6. prosince 1976.

kterymi byli hlavné Johann Probst (Videii) a Fabio Cassola (Rim) — oba bohuzel jiz zesnuli; nadale spolupracuje
s fadou kolegu a ptatel, kterymi jsou zejména Jiirgen Wiesner (Wolfsburg, Némecko), Charles Dheurle (Langres,
Francie), Ronald L. Huber (Bloomington, Minnesota, USA) a dalsi spoluautofi (viz ,,Bibliografie” nize).

Po tspésném a védecky plodném obdobi vénovaném Madagaskarské oblasti ptichazi desetileta etapa, pro kterou
mu americti kolegové, zejména Prof. David L. Pearson (Arizona State University), pfipravili dal§i obrovskou vyzvu.
Tou bylo zpracovat a vyfesit naro¢ny systém sviznikl subtribu Odontocheilina, jejichz areal zahrnuje Stiedni a Jizni
Ameriku. Po sérii taxonomickych ¢lankt, nékterych se spoluautory, nasledovala obsahla taxonomicka revize celkem
patnacti rodt tohoto subtribu, vydana ve dvou samostatnych dilech (Moravec 2018, 2020). Soucasti obou dilti jsou
barevné tabule sestavené z nékolika tisicu figur. Studium variability u svizniku této skupiny umoznil i velmi pocetny
material, ktery mél Jirka k dispozici od svého amerického kolegy a pfitele Davida Brzosky.

Pro vSechny zminéné publikace je ptiznacné, jak si Jirka uvédomuje, ze fazeni taxoni v systému muize byt
Casto problematickeé, a ze kazdy taxonom se v tomto ohledu mize mylit. Nastésti jeho krédem je zasada, ze poctivy
taxonom nesmi v zadném piipadé odvést povrchni praci a vysledky takto ziskané povazovat za neménnou pravdu.
Proto jednou z hlavnich pfednosti Jirkovych publikaci je, Ze existujici typovy material je v nich detailné pfedsta-
ven, a to jak podrobnym popisem, tak i barevnymi fotografiemi, vcetn¢ detailti diagnostickych znaki. Vyznamna
je 1jeho designace lektotypt pro desitky taxont, pfipadné neotypu. Jeho publikace tak usnadnuji i jakékoliv pisti
navazné studium. Jirkovy detailni popisy a ilustrace diagnostickych znakl (vzdy n€kolik zobrazeni kazdého znaku
i u syntopickych jedincti stejného druhu pro ukazku variability), jsou neméné dtlezité pro diferenciaci jednotlivych
taxont. Kromé zminénych monografii Jiti Moravec publikoval a nadale publikuje ¢lanky s popisy novych druht
v odbornych tuzemskych a mezinarodnich ¢asopisech, v posledni dob¢ také pod hlavickou Mendelovy univerzity
v Brn¢ (Lesnicka a dievaiska fakulta, Ustav ekologie lesa); nékteré jeho publikace jsou dostupné na https:/orcid.
org/0000-0001-5294-6410.

Absolutni oddanost véd¢ a jejim zasadam je zakladni vlastnost Jirky Moravce. Véde obétoval a nadale vénuje
veskery Cas, finan¢ni prostiedky, i bézny standard osobniho Zivota. Jeho poctivost za vSech okolnosti je piislovecna
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jak ve védeckém badani, tak v bézném zivoté. Pracovni nasazeni je neskutecné, dokaze pracovat (cela 1éta!!) casto
i 18 hodin denng, soboty a nedé¢le nevyjimaje. To ale neznamena, ze by se nezajimal o zivot majoritni lidské spolec-
nosti doma i v zahrani¢i! Zamysli se nad veskerym dénim i smyslem zivota lidi na této planeté a v posledni dobé ho
vyrazné trapi pokracujici devastace zivotniho prostiedi, spolu s negativnimi klimatickymi zménami a ibytkem hmyzu
obecné. Vyznava kiestanské zasady a zna hranici mezi dobrem a zlem. Hlubokym zivotnim zazitkem, pfi nahodné
navstéveé Kindwitwi Leprosy Village nedaleko méstecka Utete v Tanzanii, bylo pro Jirku setkani s uzasnym ¢lovékem,
reverendem Robinem Lamburnem, ktery vénoval sviij zivot malomocnym v této vesnici a piilehlé nemocnici. Pii
lidi navstivit a vzdy vénovat skromnou penézni ¢astku nemocnici. Na pocest skvélého ¢loveka, kterého milovali
nejen kiestané v Kindwitwi a okoli, ale i muslimové, pojmenoval jeden z pro védu nové popsanych druht 7richodela
lamburni (viz Moravec 1999a). Separat Casopisu s popisem a vyobrazenim tohoto druhu je vystaven v malé pamétni
ubytovné nedaleko Robinova hrobu, ur¢ené pro navstévniky vesnice a nemocnice.

Jirka je podruhé Zenaty, od r. 1996 s manzelkou Ing. arch. Hanou Halasovou, ktera mu vzdy byla oporou pii
jeho badani, zejména v prubéhu ¢asoveé naro¢nych praci na kniznich publikacich. Z prvniho manzelstvi ma dceru
Pavlinu, dvé vnucky a dvé pravnoucata. Tézkou ranou osudu byla pro néj tragicka smrt syna Kamila, ktery zahynul
pri autonehod¢ ve svych ticeti letech. Nové popsany druh Physodeutera kamilmoraveci byl Jirkou pojmenovan
k pamatce jeho drahého syna (Moravec 2004).

Jesté jedna vasen je Jirkovi vlastni. Zna dokonale anatomii lidského téla a veskeré mozné neduhy a nemoci,
které by ho mohly né&jak ohrozit. K jeho hlubokym znalostem, které si pribézné dopliiuje z vefejné dostupnych
elektronickych médii, naptiklad patii i jeho nazory a prognézy (Casto bohuzel naplnéné) ohledné vyvoje smutné
covidové pandemie, ktera nas vyrazné postihla ve vSech zivotnich oblastech, v¢etné cestovani.

Toz, Jirko, at’ ti hlavné slouzi zdravi a neopousti t€ pozitivni mysleni! Jsem presvédéen, ze toho mas jesté mnoho
pted sebou!

This important anniversary may surprise many an entomologist as well as general public visitors to the renowned
entomological exchange days, particularly in Prague! After all, the familiar, slightly hunched figure of a man of
medium size and rather youngish appearance, with longer, gradually greying hair and usually with binocular glasses
on his high forehead, has been for decades an unmissable sight at the annual meetings of friends of entomology from
all over the world. Only a relatively close circle of friends and Cicindelidae experts know that this is a truly eminent
naturalist — a systematist, renowned all over the world for his scientific work in two fields — entomology and mycology.

Jiti Moravec (known as Jirka, or Jiri to his friends from abroad) was born on October 29, 1942 in Mlada Boleslav,
and from childhood he showed a keen interest in nature, which was nurtured by a supportive family. He started
collecting and preparing insects at the age of twelve. Later he concentrated not only on entomology but also on
mycology. Soon he became a member of the Czechoslovak Scientific Society for Mycology at the Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences, and the Czechoslovak Entomological Society at the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, and
was temporarily a member of the British Mycological Society as well.

In mycology, he devoted himself to the study of operculate discomycetes and gained worldwide recognition
for his revisions of genera with newly described species, and especially for the publication of a comprehensive
monograph of a primarily coprophilous genus of these cup fungi: “A world monograph of the genus Cheilymenia
(Discomycetes, Pezizales, Pyronemataceae)”, 256 pp., published in 2005 by the German publisher IHW-Verlag.
In addition to this seminal work, the mycological bibliography of Jifi Moravec encompasses 79 original scientific
papers published in national and international mycological periodicals — see separate articles on our birthday boy,
published by RNDr. Vladimir Antonin (Antonin 1998, 2023).

A funny story dates back to 1983, when Jirka actively participated in the International Mycological Congress
(IMC3) in Japan. “Welcome, Professor!”, were the first words the guest from Czechoslovakia heard, to which he
responded: “But I am not a professor!” The host continued unfazed, “That’s all right, Doctor!” Not a single of the
illustrious scientists from all over the world would have guessed that the renowned mycologist from Central Europe,
who was invited to the congress on the basis of his numerous taxonomic publications, not only had no scientific
title, but had originally earned his living as a miller in a factory. Because he was the son of a tradesman and was
actively involved in the events of the “Prague Spring” in 1968, Jirka was not allowed to study under the previous
regime. He gained knowledge in mycology and entomology through independent study, always after regular working
hours, often at night. After 1989 he could certainly have managed additional studies to obtain a formal degree, but
ironically this would have hindered his already full-fledged taxonomic career. With the help of private tutors, he
learned French, Latin and English, the latter two of which he used for his publications; he passed the full state exam
in English in 1980 at the Language School in Brno. After moving to Adamov in 1971, he became involved in the
activities of the Brno chapter of the Czechoslovak Scientific Society for Mycology at the Czechoslovak Academy of
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4 PROTEJA NUESTRQ PATRIMONIO NATURAL

Obr. 2. Jifi Moravec v narodnim parku Mbaracayu, Paraguay, rok 2013.

Sciences and became acquainted with members of the Entomology Department of the Moravian Museum, especially
with RNDr. Pavel Lauterer, and with colleagues operating in the vicinity of his new workplace, especially Ing. Jiti
Hladil, Ing. Vit Kuban and Ing. Jiti Manousek. His entomologist colleagues from Prague included Miroslav Dvorak,
RNDr. Josef Jelinek, RNDr. Svatopluk Bily and many others.

Jirka’s admirable personal development in both scientific disciplines was enhanced by his extraordinary gift of
intuition and another of his passions, which was travelling around the world, often upon the invitation of scientific
institutions, or thanks to participation in mycological congresses and symposia at the time. In addition to the afore-
mentioned International Mycological Congress in Japan and numerous visits to European countries, Jirka has visited
a number of African countries, some repeatedly.

An engaging book full of adventures could be written based on the things he experienced during his expeditions
around the world. He made his first two trips to Tanzania in 1976 and 1981, then still “the Africa of dreams”, entirely
alone. He hitchhiked from Kenya to Tanzania with only $30 in his pocket. He was one of the first Czechs to climb
Africa’s highest peak, Kilimanjaro, in December 1976. Jirka published his experiences, including entomological
ones, from Mikumi National Park and the Rufiji River in Tanzania in articles written for the magazines Lidé a Zeme
and Ziva (Moravec 1980, 1981), including a dramatic incident with an elephant that tore his tent one night. On the
second of these historical journeys, during Tanzania’s waning war with the Idi Amin’s regime in Uganda, a soldier in
a tattered uniform detained him at Lake Malawi, placed him against the wall of a house and nearly pulled the trigger
of a machine gun. It was probably only because Jirka had the presence of mind to rip open his shirt to reveal his
passport worn in a bag on his chest that saved his life after the soldier had checked his nationality. On this trip, Jirka
travelled from Tanzania to Victoria Falls in Zambia, which he then visited twice more. Another of the many incidents
took place in Indonesia on the island of Sumatra. Jirka was washing his jeans on the bank of a calm river, which,
however, due to a storm somewhere in the mountains, suddenly turned into a raging current that swept Jirka away
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and carried him about two kilometres into a completely deserted area. It was only thanks to his body being caught in
the branches of a tree that he made it to the shore and dragged himself to the hostel with a broken rib. All this, Jirka
believes, with God’s help. The very next day, he met a young female orang-utan in the rainforest, and looking into
her eyes up close was such an amazing experience that it completely made up for the trauma of the previous day.

In Central Asia, Jirka visited today’s Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan as a participant of the Czecho-
slovak Entomological Society expedition. After the Velvet Revolution in 1989, he visited China at the invitation of
Taiyuan University, as well as New Zealand, the USA, Paraguay and Costa Rica. Special attention should be paid to
the period of Jirka’s expeditions to Madagascar, which he visited five times with a number of colleagues, including
the author of this paper, and to the Mascarene Archipelago, where he visited Reunion and Mauritius three times
and Rodrigues once. From virtually every trip to Madagascar, new species of tiger beetles and other beetles have
been described for science, including one new species and one subspecies from an island as thoroughly explored
as Mauritius (Moravec 2007, 2010).

Since the beginning of the new millennium, and especially after the publication of the above-mentioned mycolog-
ical monograph in 2005, which was practically the culmination of his work in mycology, Jirka’s scientific interest has
focused on entomology, with a specialization in tiger beetles (Cicindelidae). It did not take long for him to become
arecognized expert in this group of beetles. He is and has been able to identify or newly describe tiger beetles mainly
from the Madagascan region and the Neotropics. For many years he has been one of the world’s leading experts in
the taxonomy and nomenclature of this family! In entomology, Jirka has so far published 72 original scientific papers
(either alone or with co-authors), describing 88 new taxa (15 of them in the genus group). Several tiger beetle species
are named after him (“moraveci”), and in the realm of fungi, one genus bears the name Moravecia.

Jirka secured his entomological immortality not only as an author of numerous taxa, but also by his scientific
publishing activities. An important milestone in his further scientific direction was the expedition to Madagascar at
the turn of 1998 and 1999. Not only were several species of tiger beetles new to science discovered then, but among
the members of the expedition were those who understood the genius dormant in Jirka, waiting to be stimulated to
develop. Over dinner one night in the magical natural paradise of Analamazaotra-Perinet National Park, a question
was asked: “Jirka, what is stopping you from publishing the results of your taxonomic work in comprehensive
monographs?” The obstacles to this feat were identified and Jirka was assured that if he chose to, his scientific and
publication activities would continue to be supported financially, materially and morally. And so, it happened. As of
2001, Jirka was able to take early retirement and devote himself fully to scientific work. Thus, thanks to financial
support from Ing. Miroslav Skrabal, a philanthropist from Vsetin, his three “Madagascar” taxonomic books were
published: monographs of the Physodeutera and Pogonostoma genera and a revision of the remaining 17 tiger
beetle genera occurring in Madagascar and the surrounding archipelagos (Moravec 2002, 2007, 2010). The system
of Madagascan and Mascarene cicindelids has been given a clear order and is rightly admired as a model example
of a rigorous scientific approach, based on a detailed study of original type material and as large a set of specimens
of a given species from different localities as possible. Jirka studied the type material directly in museums, where
the largest entomological collections from the zoogeographical regions studied are located. These study trips were
largely made possible thanks to the financial support awarded by the European grant agency under its Synthesys
programme to enable research in museum collections (under the auspices of the European Community Research
Infrastructure Action). Jirka has made countless personal, repeated study visits to entomological collections of natural
history museums in Paris, London, Berlin, Eberswalde (later Miincheberg), Tervuren, as well as Vienna, Dresden,
Antananarivo and Prague. In the course of his own studies, Jirka always reviewed the species in all the museum
collections he visited, correctly classified them in the system and corrected errors. In short, he has done a lot of work
for which he is appreciated everywhere and is always warmly welcomed. In addition, he has studied tens of thousands
of tiger beetle specimens, including type material, thanks to loans from both European and overseas museums and
private collections. His collaboration with foreign colleagues, notably Johann Probst (Vienna) and Fabio Cassola
(Rome) — both sadly now deceased — has been important; he continues to collaborate with a number of colleagues
and friends, notably Jirgen Wiesner (Wolfsburg, Germany), Charles Dheurle (Langres, France), Ronald L. Huber
(Bloomington, Minnesota, USA) and other co-authors (see “Bibliography” below).

The successful and scientifically fruitful period devoted to the Madagascar region was followed by a decade
for which his American colleagues, especially Prof. David L. Pearson (Arizona State University), prepared another
massive challenge. He was asked to perform a revision of the challenging system of the tiger beetle subtribe Odon-
tocheilina, whose range encompasses Central and South America. A series of taxonomic papers, some co-authored,
was followed by a comprehensive taxonomic revision of a total of fifteen genera of this subtribe, published in two
separate volumes (Moravec 2018, 2020). Both volumes include colour plates compiled from several thousand figures.
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Fig. 3. Jifi Moravec in Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Miincheberg, Germany, 2014.
Obr. 3. Jifi Morevec na navstéve v Senckenberg Deutsches Entomologisches Institut, Miincheberg, Némecko, rok 2014.

The study of variability in the tiger beetles of this group was also made possible thanks to the abundant material
provided to Jirka by his American colleague and friend David Brzoska.

It is characteristic of all the publications mentioned that Jirka is fully aware of the fact that the classification of
taxa in a system can often be problematic, and that any taxonomist may make mistakes in this respect. Fortunately,
his motto is that an honest taxonomist must never do superficial work and take the results thus obtained as immutable
truth. Therefore, one of the main strengths of Jirka’s publications is that the existing type material is presented in
detail, both by detailed description and by colour photographs, including details of diagnostic characters. His desig-
nation of lectotypes or neotypes for dozens of taxa is also significant. His publications thus also facilitate any future
follow-up study. Jirka’s detailed descriptions and illustrations of diagnostic characters (always several presentations
of each character, even in syntopic individuals of the same species to show variability) are equally important for
differentiation of individual taxa. In addition to the monographs mentioned above, Jiti Moravec has published and
continues to publish papers with descriptions of new species in national and international journals, recently mostly
in a cooperation with Mendel University in Brno, Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology, Department of Forest
Ecology. Some of his publications are accessible on https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5294-6410.

Absolute devotion to science and its principles is a fundamental characteristic of Jiri Moravec. He has devoted
and continues to devote all his time, financial resources, as well as the standards of his personal life to science. His
honesty at all times is proverbial both in scientific research and in everyday life. His dedication is incredible, he
can work (for years!!) often 18 hours a day, including Saturdays and Sundays. But that doesn’t mean that he is not
interested in the life of human society at home and abroad! He ponders over things which are happening and over the
meaning of human life on this planet, and lately he has been greatly concerned about the continuing devastation of
the environment, along with climate change and the decline of insects in general. He professes Christian principles
and knows the line between right and wrong. A profound life experience, on a chance visit to Kindwitwi Leprosy
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Village near Utete, Tanzania, was his meeting with a wonderful man, Reverend Robin Lamburn, who dedicated
his life to the lepers in this village and the adjacent hospital. On all his subsequent trips to East Africa and much
later, after Robin Lamburn’s death, Jirka never failed to visit these people and always donated a modest amount of
money to the hospital. In honour of the great man, who was loved not only by the Christians in Kindwitwi, but also
by Muslims, he named one of the newly described species Trichodela lamburni (see Moravec 1999a). An issue of
the journal with a description and illustration of this species is on display in a small memorial hostel intended for
visitors to the village and hospital, situated near Robin’s grave.

Since 1996 Jirka has been married to Ing. arch. Hana Halasova, his second wife, who has always supported him
in his research, especially during the time-consuming work on his book publications. From his first marriage he has
a daughter Pavlina, two granddaughters and two great-grandchildren. The tragic death of his son Kamil, who died in
acar accident at the age of thirty, was a heavy blow of fate. The newly described species Physodeutera kamilmoraveci
was named in memory of his dear son (Moravec 2004).

There is one more passion which defines Jirka. He has profound knowledge of the human anatomy and all the
possible ailments and diseases that could somehow endanger the body. He continuously enhances this knowledge
with the help of publicly available electronic media, thus honing his opinions and forecasts (often unfortunately
fulfilled) regarding, among other things, the tragic development of the covid-19 pandemic, which has greatly affected
us in all areas of life, including travel.

Well, dear Jirka, may your health continue to serve you and your positive thinking never leave you! I am con-
vinced that you still have a lot ahead of you!

Jan VYBIRAL, Zidlochovice
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