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Vzpominka na Ing. Viaclava Machulku
In memoriam Viaclav Machulka

Ceska entomologie patii dosazenymi vy-
sledky nejen historicky, ale bezesporu i v sou-
Casné dob¢ ke Spickam svého oboru v evrop-
ském i svétovém méFitku. Zadna z modernich
entomologickych disciplin se neobejde bez
zéakladu, tvofeného taxonomii, ktera je dnes
mnohdy nepravem podcenovana a piehlizena.
Na faunistickych vyzkumech a taxonomickych
studiich se za poslednich vice nez sto let podile-
lo nespocetné mnozstvi amatérskych a mnoho
profesionalnich entomologii. Z mnoha ama-
térskych entomologt, ktefi v minulosti svymi
pracemi vyznamné piispéli k sou¢asné tirovni
Ceské entomologie a zaslouzi si vzpominku
a ocenéni svého entomologického prinosu, chei
pripomenout Ing. Vaclava Machulku (*30. 10.
1889, 120. 6. 1949) od jehoz narozeni letos
uplynulo 130 let a od jeho predcasného tmrti
dlouhych 70 rokd.

Ing. Véclav Machulka, kterého jeho zajmy vzdy tahly k zoologii a entomologii zv1aste,
sice nerad, ale ptece jen poslechl svého otce, ktery studium piirodnich véd na univerzité ne-
pokladal za dostate¢né lukrativni z hlediska budouciho uplatnéni a vystudoval proto Ceské
vysoké ucéeni technické. Jeho celozivotnim povolanim se stala potravinaiska chemie. Po-
stupné pracoval v riznych statnich institucich zabyvajicich se kontrolou potravin, naposledy
ve Statnim zdravotnim ustavu v Praze, odkud odesel ve svych Sedesati letech jako vrchni
rada do dichodu. Tou dobou byl jiz vazné a tehdy nevylécitelné nemocny, a za tii mésice
po odchodu do dichodu zemfel.

V dobé, kdy zemtel, jsem byla jednoroc¢ni batole a svého otce si tedy nepamatuji. Ale dobie
si pamatuji vSechno, co mi o ném vypravéla moje matka, rozend Anna Marie Daublebska
ze Sterneckd. Otec si ji za manzelku vzal kratce po ukonceni valky v roce 1945. Oddané ho
provazela téch nekolik kratkych let, co spolu mohli prozit, na jeho entomologickych vypra-
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stromy, kvétiny, houby. Z entomologickych lokalit mého otce mam jednou oblibenou po cely
zivot — je to Vrané nad Vltavou — PR Zvolska homole. Tam vedly moje prvni kroky do pfiro-
dy, k prudkym skalnim sraztim k VItavé, do krasnych dubovych lest a na byvalé pastviny se
solitérnimi duby, se spoustou hub a zajimavych kvétin, v doprovodu vdovy po jeho pfiteli,
amatérském entomologovi Theodoru Krasovi, a jeho dvou synti. Malé tézitko na naSem psa-
cim stole zdobi zbytek pamatného stromu z této lokality — Wassmanova smrku, ktery uhynul
vlivem ¢innosti dievokaznych mravenct v devadesatych letech 20. stoleti.
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Entomologie byla celozivotni laskou mého otce. Ke studiu si vybral snad nejtézsi celed
broukt — drab¢iky (Staphylinidae, véetné tehdy samostatnych ¢eledi Scydmaenidae a Psela-
phidae). Byl vynikajicim sbératelem, ktery vyznamné p¥ispél k faunistickému poznani Cech
a Slovenska. Podle vzpominek mé maminky sbiral v hnizdech ptaki, norach hlodavet a krtkd,
podsival a pouzival sbératelské metody, kterym pfisli entomologové ,,na chut*az o poznani
pozdéji. Kladl podzemni pasti, do kterych hluboko pod povrch zemé ukladal navnady, napt.
krali¢i ktize, vnitinosti apod. Podobnych pasti se nyni pouziva ke sbéru subterranich ¢i ,,jes-
kynnich* brouki.

Dokazal, z dne$niho pohledu, téZko uvétitelné — v samotné Praze objevil a popsal nové
druhy scydmaenidii. Radu novych druhii staphylinidi popsal nejen z Cech a Slovenska, ale
také z Balkanu, ktery si oblibil a kam vedla fada jeho entomologickych cest. Jeho pfistup
k taxonomickym studiim byl ptikladny vysokou peclivosti a kritickym pohledem k vysled-
kim. Machulkovi vrstevnici oceniovali jeho slusnost, vlidnost v jednani, skromnost hrani¢ici
s ostychavosti, svédomitost a snad az prehnanou sebekriti¢nost. Velmi dobte pochopil vy-
znam genitalii broukd pro taxonomii. Pravidlem se stalo, Ze u nasbiraného materialu bézné
preparoval genitalie, coz pfi rozséhlosti jeho sbirky byla giganticka prace.

Bibliografie Vaclava Machulky byla uveiejnéna v Casopise Cs. Spoleénosti entomologické
vroce 1950. Machulka popsal ¢tyfi nové taxony na trovni rodu (napt. Bohemiella Machulka,
1941) a 60 taxonti na urovni druhu, které jsou dosud platné. Ctyfi druhy staphylinidi byly
pojmenovany po ném, tj. nesou druhové jméno machulkai. VEétim, ze i nyni by se entomolo-
gicti taxonomové shodli v nazoru, ze kvalita jeho praci by obstala i v dne$ni dobé. To je o to
materialnim vybavenim a rychlym ziskavani informaci, o moznostech cestovani nemluve.
Byl odkazan jen na zakladni vybaveni — binokular, mikroskop, nac¢ini na preparaci. Otcovy
pomucky na preparaci broukt i optika ztistaly po cela 1éta v rodiné a nyni jsou vyuzivany
dal§im entomologem v rodiné¢ — mym manzelem.

Nase rodina ostatné byla a je stale prirodovédecky zamétena. Jen kratce pfipomenu bra-
trance mého otce, Bedficha Machulku (*22. 6. 1875, 16. 3. 1954), ktery organizoval lovecké
vypravy za divokou zvéti do Afriky; sbiral tam i hmyz a jiné pfirodniny. Africké sbéry hmyzu
Bedticha Machulky jsou ulozeny v Narodnim muzeu v Praze. Kniha V Africe na stezkach zvere
(1955) je ctiva i v dnesni dob€ — nabizi totiz zajimava srovnani s dneSkem, a to jak mistnich
ptirodnich poméri, tak zivotni urovné tamnich domorodych obyvatel. Pisobivé jeho osobu
zvéEnil Prof. Dr. Jan Obenberger, CSc. ve své knize Kapitolky o broucich.

Ke znamym entomologim nasi rodiny je tfeba také pocitat mého prastryce z matéiny
strany, botanika a entomologa — lepidopterologa JUDr. Jakuba Mariu Alfreda Daubleb-
ského ze Sternecki (¥29. 9. 1868, 115. 1. 1941), autora vyznamného dila Prodromus der
Schmetterlingsfauna Béhmens (1. dil Makrolepidoptera, 1929, 2. dil s F. Zimmermannem
Mikrolepidoptera, 1933).

Ing. Vaclav Machulka spolupracoval dlouha 1éta aktivné s entomologickym oddélenim
Narodniho muzea v Praze, a to determinaci a revizi nashromazdénych exemplaiti drab¢iki.
Pied svou smrti vénoval celou svoji sbirku do Néarodniho muzea. Poprvé jsem ji v Praze
Kunraticich vidéla ve svych 16 letech, kde mi ji v ramci mé zdejsi stdze ukézal tehdejsi
vedouci oddéleni Doc. Dr. Jan Maran. Sbirka to je impozantni — zhruba 150 000 exemplait
staphylinidd.
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Czech entomology is a leader in the field, both in Europe and internationally. All of the
modern entomological disciplines are founded on taxonomy, which today is often wrongly
underestimated and overlooked. Countless amateur and many professional entomologists
have contributed to faunistic research and taxonomic studies over the past 100 years. Vaclav
Machulka (*30.10.1889, 120.6.1949) features among the amateur entomologists who have
made significant past contributions to the present level of Czech entomology, and deserve to
be remembered and appreciated for their entomological achievements. I would like to cele-
brate the 130" anniversary of Vaclav Machulka’s birth this year, and to mark the 70" long
year since his premature death.

Vaclav Machulka was always interested in zoology and entomology, but he obeyed his
father, who preferred his son to study food chemistry at the Czech Technical University.
Vaclav Machulka used to work at the state food authorities, and later at the State Institute
of Public Health in Prague, from which he retired in his sixtieth year. By that time, he was
seriously ill, and he died three months after his retirement.

At the time he died, I was a one-year-old baby and I did not remember my father, but I re-
member well everything my mother told me about him. Vaclav Machulka married my mother,
born Anna Marie Daublebska of Sterneck, in 1945, and since then she loyally accompanied
him on all his entomological expeditions.

From my Dad, she had learned and could teach me the names of various beetles, trees,
flowers, fungi. Of my fathers entomological localities, I have loved one my whole life — Vrané
nad Vltavou — Zvolska Homole Nature Reserve. My earliest steps into the countryside led
to the steep rocky cliffs of the Vitava River, to beautiful oak forests and to former pastures
with solitary oaks, area rich in mushrooms and interesting flowers. We were accompanied by
the widow of his friend, amateur entomologist Theodor Krasa, and their two sons. A small
paperweight on our desk preserves the memory of a notable tree from this locality — a Wass-
man'‘s spruce, which died as a result of the activity of wood-destroying ants in the 1990s.

Entomology was a lifelong love of Vaclav Machulka. He chose perhaps the most difficult
family of beetles — Staphylinidae, including the families Scydmaenidae and Pselaphidae that
stood separately at that time. He was an excellent collector, who contributed significantly to
the faunistic knowledge of Bohemia and Slovakia. According to my mother, he sifted rotten
wood, fungi, leaf litter etc., collected from birds‘, rodents‘ and moles‘ nests, and even used
collecting methods that entomologists have only recently begun to try. He placed underground
traps deep in the soil, for instance, which he baited with rabbit skins and innards.

He managed, hard to believe today, to discover and describe new species of scydmaenids
from the vicinity of the capital, Prague. He described a number of new Staphylinidae species
not only from the Czech Republic and Slovakia, but also from the Balkans, which he liked and
where many of his entomological expeditions led him. His approach to taxonomic studies was
exemplary, in the critical approach he took even to his own results. He understood very well
the importance of beetle genitalia for taxonomy, and as a rule, he usually prepared genitalia
from the material he collected, which, considering the size of his collection, was a gigantic
volume of work. His contemporaries appreciated Machulka‘s decency, kindness in action,
modesty, conscientiousness, and perhaps excessive self-criticism.

The bibliography of Vaclav Machulka was published in the Acta Societatis Entomologicae
Czechosloveniae in 1950. Machulka described four valid new taxa of genus level (e.g. Bohe-
miella Machulka, 1941), 60 taxa of the species level, and four species were named after him
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i.e. they bore the specific name machulkai. 1 believe that even now, entomological taxonomists
would agree that his work was valuable and of high quality, even by modern standards. This
is admirable, as he did not have any of the tools that entomologists have at their disposal now,
for instance contemporary equipment and quick access to information, not to mention the
possibilities for travel. He was dependent on only basic equipment — a binocular microscope
and simple tools for the mounting of the beetles.

The tools and optics have remained in the family for years and are now are used by another
entomologist in the family — my husband. After all, our family was and still is science-oriented.
I will just briefly mention my father‘s cousin, Bedfich Machulka (*¥22.6.1875, 16.3.1954),
who organized wildlife hunting trips to Africa; he also collected insects and other specimens
there. His book “In Africa on the Game Trails” published in 1955 is still readable today — it
offers interesting comparisons with the present, both local natural conditions and living
standards. Also, Prof. Dr. Jan Obenberger made Bedfich Machulka famous with the book
“Chapters on Beetles”. The African insects collected by Bediich Machulka are housed in the
National Museum in Prague.

The other well-known entomologist from our family was my great-uncle, botanist and en-
tomologist-lepidopterologist, JUDr. Jacob Maria Alfred Daublebsky of Sterneck (*29.9.1868,
115.1.1941), author of the important work Prodromus der Schmetterlingsfauna Bohmens (1st
volume Makrolepidoptera, 1929, 2nd volume written with F. Zimmermann Mikrolepidoptera,
1933).

For many years, Vaclav Machulka cooperated actively with the Entomological department
of the National Museum in Prague, determining and revising the collection of staphylinid
specimens. Long before his death he donated his entire collection to the National Museum.
I saw his collection for the first time in Prague Kunratice when I was 16 years old. The co-
llection is impressive, containing about 150,000 Staphylinidae specimens.

Anna Svecova
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