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The first record of Nesciothemis farinosa (Odonata: Libellulidae) from Iraq

První nález vážky Nesciothemis farinosa (Odonata: Libellulidae) z Iráku
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Abstract. The species Nesciothemis farinosa (Förster, 1898) is recorded for the first time from Iraq. It was collected 
from Baghdad Province.

INTRODUCTION

The genus Nesciothemis Longfield, 1955 includes only the following five species (Schorr 
& Paulson 2019): N. farinosa (Förster, 1898), N. fitzgeraldi Pinhey, 1956, N. minor Gambles, 
1966, N. nigeriensis Gambles, 1966 and N. pujoli Pinhey, 1971. N. farinosa was described 
as Orthetrum farinosum by Förster (1898) from material (3 ♂♂) collected by Karl Hartmann 
in Transvaal, South Africa (Förster 1897, Garrison et al. 2003). Longfield (1955) described 
the new genus Nesciothemis and designated Orthetrum farinosum Förster, 1898 as the type 
species of the genus. A lectotype (1 ♂) was designated by Kormondy & Gloyd in Pinhey 
(1962). Type material (lectotype) of N. farinosa is deposited in the type collection of the 
University of Michigan Museum of Zoology (UMMZ), Ann Arbor, Michigan (Garrison et 
al. 2003). The type locality of the species is Komatipoort (Förster 1898, Garrison et al. 2003) 
in Mpumalanga Province, which lies in the eastern Republic of South Africa (RSA). Before 
1994, Mpumalanga Province was part of the now-defunct Transvaal Province. Larvae of 
N. farinosa were described by Suhling et al. (2003).

The dragonfly fauna of Iraq has only been studied sporadically, and was studied in detail 
for the first time by Morton (1919, 1920a,b, 1921) and later by Sage (1960a,b) and Asahina 
(1973, 1974); only a few other papers have dealt with the Iraqi odonatofauna (e. g. Fraser 1917, 
Ris 1928, St. Quentin 1964, Schneider 1984, Carl 1989, Dumont 1991). Lists of dragonflies 
from Iraq have been published over time by Sage (1960b), Asahina (1973), Kalkman (2006) 
and Boudot et al. (2009). New species of dragonflies for the fauna of Iraq were published by 
Porter (2016). According to Kalkman (2006), Boudot et al. (2009) and later published papers 
(e.g. Ali & Khidhir 2015, Augul et al. 2016, Porter 2016, Al-Hashmi 2017, Al-Hashmi et 
al. 2018), N. farinosa is not part of the Iraqi dragonfly fauna. The checklist of Odonata for 
Iraq, including Trithemis arteriosa (Burmester, 1839) (Ris 1928) and N. farinosa (this paper) 
comprises 46 species (P. Jeziorski unpubl.).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The specimen is dry mounted in the collections of the Department of Entomology, National Museum in Prague. 
It is a male in very good condition. The specimen was identified by the author using Dumont (1991) and Dijkstra 
& Clausnitzer (2014). The author‘s additional remarks are given in square brackets.
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The specimen of N. farinosa was collected by V. Kálalová during her stay in Iraq. Vlasta Kálalová-di Lotti 
(* October 26, 1896, Bernartice, Austria-Hungary – † February 15, 1971, Písek, Czechoslovakia) was a Czech 
physician specializing in tropical diseases and entomology. From 1925 to 1932, she worked in Baghdad, where she 
also treated members of the royal family. She contributed to research into tropical diseases, and also extended the 
collection of the National Museum in Prague with rare specimens of exotic insects (Borská 2016).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Nesciothemis farinosa (Förster, 1898)
Material examined. Iraq, Baghdad, 6.x.1929, 1 ♂ [teneral], [leg.] Dr. [Vlasta] Kálalová, det. 
Petr Jeziorski, 2017, coll. National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic. New species for Iraq.

Nesciothemis farinosa is recorded from Africa and Western Asia. Known in Africa from 
Angola, Botswana, The Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt (African part), Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe (Boudot et al. 2016), and from Oman (Waterston & 
Pittaway 1989), Saudi Arabia (Lambret & Boudot 2009) and Yemen (Waterston 1985) in the 
Arabian peninsula. The present article formally extends its distribution range to include Iraq. 
It is not yet reported from Iran (Heidari & Dumont 2002, Schneider et al. 2018) or Turkey 
(Kalkman et al. 2003, Kalkman 2006).

According to Boudot et al. (2016), N. farinosa is distributed on the Arabian peninsula in 
western Saudi Arabia, western Yemen and southern Oman. N. farinosa has not been recorded 
from the Socotra Archipelago (Yemen) (Riservato et al. 2010). This find of N. farinosa in 
Baghdad (Iraq) is the most northeastern record. Future research will show whether this is just 
a historical record, or if the species still occurs in Iraq and has been overlooked.

Nesciothemis farinosa is not a migrant (Boudot et al. 2016). The male in the collection 
was caught as teneral specimen, which is evidence of its autochthonous origin in Baghdad 
and therefore in Iraq. This species is generally common at rivers and permanent streams with 
high reed margins. It has also been recorded at pools and ponds (Boudot et al. 2016).
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SOUHRN

Rod Nesciothemis Longfield, 1955 zahrnuje pouze pět druhů (Schorr & Paulson 2019). 
Jde o následující druhy: N. farinosa (Förster, 1898), N. fitzgeraldi Pinhey, 1956, N. minor 
Gambles, 1966, N. nigeriensis Gambles, 1966 a N. pujoli Pinhey, 1971.

Fauna vážek Iráku byla studována jen sporadicky. Seznamy vážek Iráku postupně pu-
blikovali Sage (1960b), Asahina (1973), Kalkman (2006) a Boudot et al. (2009). Nové 
druhy vážek pro Irák publikoval Porter (2016). Seznam druhů vážek Iráku, včetně Trithemis 
arteriosa (Burmester, 1839) (Ris 1928) a N. farinosa (tento příspěvek) obsahuje 46 druhů 
(P. Jeziorski nepubl.).

Dokladový materiál vážky N. farinosa byl uloven V. Kálalovou během jejího pobytu v Iráku. 
Vlasta Kálalová-di Lotti (* 26. října 1896, Bernartice, Rakousko-Uhersko – † 15. února 1971, 
Písek, Československo) byla česká lékařka se zaměřením na tropické nemoci a entomologii. 
Od roku 1925 do roku 1932 pracovala v Bagdádu, kde také ošetřovala členy královské rodi-
ny. Přispěla k výzkumu tropických nemocí a také rozšířila sbírku Národního muzea v Praze 
o vzácné exempláře exotického hmyzu (Borská 2016).

Vážka N. farinosa nepatří k migrujícím druhům (Boudot et al. 2016). Samec vážky 
N. farinosa byl chycen jako nedospělý, což svědčí o jeho autochtonním původu v Bagdádu, 
a tudíž i v Iráku.

Vážka N. farinosa je rozšířena v Africe a v západní Asii. Je známa z Angoly, Botswany, 
Demokratické republiky Kongo, Egyptu, Etiopie, Jihoafrické republiky, Keni, Malawi, 
Mosambiku, Namibie, Rwandy, Somálska, Súdánu, Svazijska, Tanzanie, Ugandy, Zambie 
a Zimbabwe z afrického kontinentu (Boudot et al. 2016) a z Ománu (Waterston & Pittaway 
1989), Saudské Arábie (Lambret & Boudot 2009) a Jemenu (Waterston 1985) z Arabského 
poloostrova a v této práci ji prvně uvádím z Iráku.


