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Micomitra stupida — first records from the Czech Republic and Slovakia
(Diptera: Bombyliidae)

Micomitra stupida — prvni nilezy v Ceské republice a na Slovensku
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Abstract. This paper presents the first records of Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790) from the Czech Republic in
2015-2018, and from Slovakia in 2016-2018. The characteristics of the genus Micomitra Bowden, 1964, and its
bionomics and distribution, are briefly described.

INTRODUCTION

Bombyliidae includes about 4500 described species, of which 335 occur in Europe (Gre-
athead 2013). The genus Micomitra Bowden, 1964 (Anthracinae: Exoprosopini) is represen-
ted by 18 species distributed in the Afrotropical (eight species), Palaearctic (eight species)
and Oriental (three species) regions (Evenhuis & Greathead 1999, Zaitzev 1999). Only two
species of Micomitra have been recorded from Europe, i.e., Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790)
and Micomitra iris (Loew, 1869). Adults of the genus Micomitra have a projecting face and
proboscis. Wings have three submarginal cells, without pattern or colouring. The macroche-
tae on the body and legs are reduced in number, and those on scutellum are black (white in
Micomitra iris). The cuticle is shiny and with iridescent or metallic scales.

The checklist of Bombyliidae of the Czech Republic (Celechovsky & Bosak 2009) includ-
ed 51 species from the Czech Republic and 47 from Slovakia. Recently, several additional
species have been found (Celechovsky 2011, 2013, 2016). Currently, 53 species are known
to occur in the Czech Republic and 51 species in Slovakia.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Research on bee flies was carried out in the southern part of the Czech Republic and the south-western part of
Slovakia. The material was collected from several localities in the years 2015-2018. Adults were sampled using
entomological nets. Specimens were collected on the ground and on flowers, and subsequently pinned, identified
and labeled according to the established protocols.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790) (Fig. 1)

V)

nec Nature Monument (7069), 48°57'25.2"N, 17°17'30.6"E, 200m a.s.l., 27.vii.2015, 1 ¢,



J. Bosék leg., 4.viii.2016, 1 9, 19.vii.2017, 1 4,2 99, 17.viii.2017, 1 ¢, A. Celechovsky leg.,
all A. Celechovsky det. et coll.; Bzenec pfivoz env., Vaté pisky National Nature Monument
(7069), 48°55'49.9"N, 17°16'42.0"E, 190m a.s.l., 19.vii.2017, 4 33, 6 29, A. Celechovsky
leg., det. et coll.

Slovakia mer. occ.: Zahorie Military District, Laksarska Nova Ves, Mikuldsov env.
(7469), 48°32'10.4"N, 17°15'01.5"E, 250 m a.s.l., 10.vii.2016, 1 &, 3 99, 29.vii.2017, 6 33,
8 9@, 13.viii.2017, 4 34, 3 @9, 27.viii.2017, 1 ¢, 1.vii.2018, 1 &, 2 ¢, 31.vii.2018, 2 443,
12.vii1.2018, 1 9, A. Celechovsky leg., det. et coll.; Zahorie Protected Landscape Area, Za-
vod env., Borova (7468), 48°33'29.5"N, 16°56'56.5"E, 160m a.s.1., 12.viii.2018, 1 &, 1 ¢,
A. Celechovsky leg., det. et coll.

Distribution. Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Finland, France, Cyprus, Greece
(incl. Corfu, Naxos), Germany, Georgia, Hungary, Iran, Israel, Italy (incl. Sardinia, Sicily),
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan (Evenhuis
& Greathead 1999, 2003, Greathead 2013, Zaizev 1999). New genus and species for the
Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Biology. Material examined of Micomitra stupida was recorded 10.vii.—27.viii. Adults
bask on the ground and suck from flowers of Thymus serpyllum. The species is a parasitoid
of pupae of Myrmeleontidae (Greathead & Evenhuis 1997) and Abraham (1998) hatched the
species from a cocoon of Euroleon nostras.
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Fig. 1. Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790), Slovakia, Mikulasov, 1.vii.2018, female.
Fig. 1. Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790), Slovakia, Mikulasov, 1.VI1.2018, samice.

SOUHRN

Dlouhososka Micomitra stupida (Rossi, 1790) je jednim ze dvou druhd tohoto rodu,
jejichz vyskyt je uvadén z Gizemi Evropy. Je druhem palearktickym, znamy nejen z Evropy,
ale i Blizkého Vychodu a severni Afriky. V Ceské republice je jeho vyskyt prokazan pouze
na dvou lokalitach jizni Moravy, kde byl poprvé zjistén v roce 2015 u Bzence. V nasledujicich
letech jsem zde druh opakované potvrdil a zaznamenal i na dalsi lokalit¢ nedaleko vlakové-
ho nadrazi Bzenec ptivoz. Na Slovensku jsem tuto dlouhososku poprvé nalezl v roce 2016
u MikulaSova ve Vojenském obvodu Zahorie a v roce 2018 i v aluviu feky Moravy pobliz
obce Zavod v Chranéné krajinné oblasti Zahorie. Druh vyhledava rozvolnéné piscité biotopy
s nezapojenou vegetaci. Dospélci se sluni na zemi a saji na kvétech matetidousky (7hymus
serpyllum). Larvy parazituji na kuklach mravkolvli (Myrmeleontidae) (Greathead & Evenhuis
1997, Abraham 1998). Druh je novy pro faunu dlouhososek (Diptera: Bombyliidae) Ceské
republiky a Slovenska. Nyni je tedy v CR doloZen vyskyt 53 a na Slovensku 51 druhii této
celedi.



