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On the 10" anniversary of the death of Prof. Vaclav Felix, CSc.
Je tomu deset let, co zemiel prof. Vaclav Felix, CSc.

Relatively recently, I think around 1992, as a student of the Faculty of Natural Sciences,
I was hurrying to the Entomological Department of the National Museum with boxes of
butterflies under my arm. At the bus stop at Kunratice, an elderly gentleman addressed me
suddenly, saying something like: “Where are you running with those butterflies, young man,
don’t knock their antennae off...”. I realized that I knew that gentleman by sight from the
exchange days of the Entomological Society (I later found out that I had even obtained two
Prague specimens of Zygaena laeta from him, which I have cared for to this day). Neverthe-
less, that time at Kunratice the conversation developed, and I came to know personally the
lepidopterologist Vaclav Felix, not having even the slightest idea that I was also talking to
a significant musical pedagogue with many academic distinctions. Over the course of several
meetings about butterflies, Professor Felix invited me to use our Christian names; and so from
time to time I started to pay visits to Vaclav’s home to consult his collection, to determine
and sort my modest collections, as well as occasionally meeting him and his wife in the field,
and later on regularly attending lessons in German language, which I still struggle with today.
Although our appointments for conversations and translations into German after coffee and
home-baked pastry were always faithfully observed, our talk usually turned to butterflies and
browsing the collections. In this way Vaclav became my teacher of advanced lepidopterology.

Prof. PhDr. Véclav Felix, CSc. was born on 29" March 1928 in Prague where he later
attended the gymnasium (Real Grammar School), passed the graduate course at the Conserva-
toire and studied and graduated in musical composition at the Music Faculty of the Academy
of Performing Arts (graduation in 1953). In 1954 he married Danuse, born Visitovska, who
supported him throughout his life, both at work and in his entomological efforts and collecting
trips around the world. Vaclav Felix continued his education with a postgraduate scientific
assistantship, he obtained his Doctorate of Philosophy and the title of Candidate of Sciences.
Since 1960 he worked as a teacher at the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague. In 1973,
after passing his habilitation, he became an associate professor, and in 1979 the Head of the
Department of Music Theory and History. In 1985 he became a Professor, and in 1988 his
work was awarded with the title of Merited Artist. Between 1985 and 1991 he worked as
a dean, and he retired in 1992. Even in retirement he remained devoted to the passions his of
life — music and collecting butterflies, despite health problems that accumulated at the end of
his life and made his work very difficult. Nevertheless, he did not give in, and almost to the
last minute he edited music scores, taught colleagues and young people foreign languages
(especially German and English), and particularly, determined and prepared tiny moths, as
far as his eyesight and hands allowed him to. Vaclav passed away on 28" July 2008 in hos-
pital. I will allow myself to leave out from this reminiscence further details about his career
as a musical pedagogue and composer, which is well described elsewhere (for example, the
Czech Music Fund 1983), but I will try to recall his merits in the field of scientific entomology
on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of his death.
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From his memories, | know that collecting butterflies and moths fascinated Vaclav from
his school years, and, besides the surroundings of Prague, his first captures for his collection
were from Skorkov where his family used to go in the days of the First Republic. The oldest
labelled materials in his collection are dated 1938, when Vaclav was 10 years old! In later
years, thanks also to the support of his wife and children who accompanied him regularly
on his trips and excursions, he gathered specimens from the whole territory of the former
Czechoslovak state, from the Sumava Mountains to the High Tatras. I am convinced that
there was no classical butterfly locality in former Czechoslovakia that he did not visit, he
was literally catching and collecting everywhere. His domestic collections include very
valuable faunistic data from SobéSin where the Felix family owned a cottage, and from
Prague — Zlichov and the Prokop valley where he went for short excursions from his home,
which for a long time was StraSnice, and later in the surroundings of Kunratice, where the
Felix family moved in 1989.

Vaclav was fortunate that he travelled abroad quite often, thanks to his diligence, and
not least due to his pedagogical activities, so his Lepidoptera collection was enhanced with
material from Armenia, Bulgaria, Georgia, former Yugoslavia, Cuba, Cyprus, Mongolia,
Austria, Russia, Vietnam and Switzerland. From these trips he brought a surprising amount
of material. This material is very important, especially because Vaclav Felix as a collector
did not limit himself to the big pleasing diurnal butterflies and moths, but also, even pre-
dominantly, he concentrated on the collection and preparation of tiny moths, the so-called
Microlepidoptera. These he prepared in the field, often at night under the light that attracted
them. I remember well his boxes with setting boards that he cared for carefully and carried
with him everywhere; the last time I saw them was during the Entomological Days of 2005,
when Vaclav and his wife set off, perhaps for the last time, on a classical field collecting
expedition. Vaclav’s care and attention to detail, which I knew about from German lessons
when his musical ear noticed even the smallest errors in my accent, that he then patiently
corrected and supplemented with an etymological explanation of the origin of the given
word, is also shown by the calligraphically handwritten locality labels of his older collecting
materials (later replaced with photographic labels), or on the labels with the names of the
species placed in the boxes.

The collected material was carefully treated by Vaclav and he tried to identify it as far as
possible. Of course, this is not within the powers of one person, so a number of Czech and
foreign entomologists including famous names worked with his collection. Of these we can
mention such legends as Jarostaw Buszko, Reinhard Gaedike, Manfred Koch, Claus Naumann,
Helmut Patzak, Gunther Petersen, Dalibor Povolny, Rudolf Schwarz, Milos Soldat, Bohumil
Stary, Josef Soffner, Helmut Steuer, Reinhard Sutter, Jiti Smelhaus, Jaroslav Wichra, Vladi-
mir Zouhar, and many others whose names can be seen on the determination labels. Vaclav
selflessly provided his material and data for many studies, quite often of a monographic
nature, for the territories of whole states (for example, Benes et al. 2002, Bengtsson et Sutter
1996, Buszko 1979, Povolny 1978, 1979, Kudrna 1994, Novak & Liska 1997), as well as his
individual specimens to be photographed (for example, Vrabec et al. 2001). From his material
from Mongolia, three new species of so-called Microlepidoptera have been described bearing
his name, one of them even as a separate genus and tribe.

Vaclav’s lepidopterological publishing activity is no less significant, though much more
modest than his musical work. His first published contribution was probably a short article
about the geometrid genus Scofopteryx in the Czech scientific journal “Vesmir” (Universe)
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Fig. 1. Prof. Vaclav Felix, CSc. over a musical score in his study in the 1980s. Photographer unknown.
Obr. 1. Prof. Vaclav Felix, CSc. nad notovou partiturou ve své pracovné v 80. letech 20. stoleti. Autor fotografie
neni znam.
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in 1943. However, the Czech lepidopterology became aware of him with his careful study
of the moth fauna attracted to the first fluorescently illuminated shop-windows in central
Prague, published in 1969, that was explicitly pointed out by Moucha (1972) in his book
“Sbirame motyly” (Collecting Butterflies). Between 1971 and 1978 Vaclav Felix, himself or
with several co-authors, was devoted to the evaluation of the data from records of migrating
butterflies in the Czech Republic. In 1971 together with Rudolf Schwarz he described the
then unknown caterpillar and chrysalis of the pyralid moth Pyralis regalis. He then paused
for a period of time, until 2000 to 2003 when he participated as a co-author in several fauna
reports from the Entomological Days of the Czech Entomological Society which he regularly
attended. The last report to which Vaclav contributed is the list of Lepidoptera caught in the
framework of the Entomological Days in Brdy and the Central Moldava river basin in 2005,
although the list of species has not yet been published.

With the loss of Vaclav Felix, we have lost not only a significant figure of the Czech music
world, but also a highly professional amateur lepidopterologist, a witness of better times for
Czech nature and the Czech lepidopteran fauna. The collection he has left behind contains
almost forty thousand well-prepared specimens, originally stored in about 220 museum boxes
and it represents an incredible source of data on the fauna of our country. It contains voucher
specimens from the 1940s to the present. In his collections Vaclav has captured the enormous
change in the composition of the fauna that took place after the Second World War in the
context of collectivised and chemical agriculture. Many species that he collected in Bohemia
are now extinct or on the verge of extinction. He enlarged and supplemented his collection
until the last moment; the last time he proudly showed me a collection, it was moths he had
caught around the lamps of the Kr¢ and Bulovka hospitals. He found time for moth catching
while he was waiting for the ambulance for medical check-ups for his oncological difficulties.
He never lost either his optimism, or the level of a professor of the “old school”.

Every time [ search for comparative specimens in the collection of Vaclav Felix, I am always
reminded of our German lessons which eventually became interpretations of the keys and texts
from Bergmann, Ebert, Eckstein, Hering, Spuler, Sterneck and other German classical authors
in the field. Once translated, the text was illustrated by looking at the relevant characters in
his broad collection, and compared with specimens from different countries and locations.

Viéclav, thank you for everything you have taught me and managed to pass on.

Relativné nedavno, tusim okolo roku 1992, jsem coby student Ptirodovédecké fakulty
pospichal kamsi do Entomologického oddéleni Narodniho muzea s krabicemi motylt v pod-
pazi. Na autobusové zastavce v Kunraticich mé znenadani oslovil starsi pan. Rekl néco v tom
smyslu: ,,Kam s t¢émi motyly tak bézite mladiku, at’ si neoklepete tykadla...*. Uvédomil jsem
si, ze pana od vidéni znam z vyménnych dnli entomologické spole¢nosti (dokonce jsem
pozdéji zjistil, ze jsem od ného jiz dfive ziskal dva prazské exemplaie druhu Zygaena laeta,
které dodnes pecliveé opatruji). Nicméné tenkrat v Kunraticich slovo dalo slovo a ja se osobné
seznamil s lepidopterologem Vaclavem Felixem, netuse Ze hovorim s vyznamnym hudebnim
pedagogem mnoha akademickych titulti. Behem nékolika setkani nad motyly mi pan profesor
nabidl tykani. A tak jsem zacal obcas dochéazet k Felixim, konzultovat determinace, ur¢ovat
a tridit svoje skromné sbéry, pfilezitostné se s Vaclavem a jeho pani potkavat v terénu, pozdéji
dochazet pravidelné na vyuku némeckého jazyka, ktery dodnes neovladam. Ackoliv jsme
po kave a domacim pecivu vzdy poctivé konverzovali a prekladali, hovor zpravidla skon¢il
u motyll a prohlizeni sbirek. Tak se Vaclav stal mym ucitelem pokrocilé lepidopterologie.
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Prof. PhDr. Véaclav Felix, CSc. se narodil 29. 3. 1928 v Praze, kde pozdéji navstévoval
gymnazium, absolvoval abiturientsky kurz na konzervatofi a vystudoval skladbu na hudeb-
ni fakulté¢ Akademie muzickych uméni (absolutorium v roce 1953). V roce 1954 se ozenil
s Danusi rozenou Visiovskou, ktera jej cely zivot podporovala jak v praci, tak pfi jeho en-
tomologickém snazeni a sbératelskych cestach po svété. Ve svém vzdélavani pokracoval V.
Felix védeckou aspiranturou, ziskanim doktoratu filozofie a hodnosti kandidata véd. Od roku
1960 pusobil jako pedagog na Akademii muzickych umeéni v Praze, v roce 1973 obhajuje
docenturu, v roce 1979 se stava vedoucim katedry teorie a d¢jin hudby, v roce 1985 profeso-
rem a v roce 1988 je jeho ¢innost ocenéna titulem zaslouzily umélec. V letech 1985 az 1991
pusobi ve funkci dékana, do dichodu odchazi v roce 1992. I v diichodu se v§ak vénuje svym
zivotnim laskdm — hudbé¢ a sbirani motyld, a to i pfes zdravotni problémy, které se ke konci jeho
zivota nahromadily a velmi mu ztéZovaly praci. Piesto se jim nepodal a prakticky do posledni
chvile upravoval notové party, doucoval kolegy a mladez cizim jazykiim (zejména némciné
a anglictin€) a hlavné urcoval a preparoval motyli drobot’, pokud mu to zrak a ruce umoz-
novaly. Vaclav zemfiel dne 28. 7. 2008 v nemocnici. Dovolim si v této vzpomince pominout
dalsi podrobnosti o jeho kariéfe hudebniho pedagoga a skladatele, ktera je dostate¢né dobie
popsana jinde (napt. Cesky hudebni fond 1983) a pokusim se u piilezitosti deseti let od jeho
umrti pfipomenout jeho zasluhy na poli védecké entomologie.

Z jeho vzpominek vim, Ze sbirani motyl ucarovalo Vaclavovi jiz ve studentskych letech
a prvni ulovky do své sbirky ziskal krom okoli Prahy ve Skorkové, kam Felixova rodina
za prvé republiky Casto vyjizd€la. Nejstarsi dokladové materialy v jeho sbirce jsou datovany
rokem 1938, kdy Vaclavovi bylo 10 let! V pozdéjsich letech pak i diky podpoie své pani a déti,
se kterymi pravideln& vyjizdél na vylety, sbiral na celém tizemi tehdej§iho statu od Sumavy
po Tatry. Jsem piesvéd&eny, Ze z klasickych motylaiskych lokalit izemi byvalého Ceskoslo-
venska nebyla jedina, kam by nezavital, sbiral doslova v§ude. Z domacich sbérd jsou velmi
cennd jeho faunisticka data z okoli Sobésina, kde Felixovi vlastnili chalupu, z Prahy — Zlichova
a Prokopského tidoli kam chodil na kratké exkurze ze svého bydlisté, kterym po dlouhou dobu
byly Strasnice a pozdéji okoli Kunratic, kam se Felixovi piestéhovali v roce 1989.

Vaclav mél to Stésti, ze diky své pili a v neposledni fadé i pedagogickému ptisobeni vy-
jizdél castéji do zahraniéi, takze jeho kolekce motyla se zvétSovala o material z Arménie,
Bulharska, Gruzie, byvalé Jugoslavie, Kuby, Kypru, Mongolska, Rakouska, Ruska, Vietnamu
a Svycarska. Z téchto svych cest dovezl piekvapivé mnozstvi materialu. Ten je velmi hod-
notny piedevsim diky tomu, Ze Vaclav Felix se jako sbératel neomezil pouze na libivé velké
denni motyly a liSaje, ale nezmensenou mirou ba spiSe prevazné se vénoval sbéru a preparaci
motyli drobnych, mezi sbérateli oznacovanych jako tzv. Microlepidoptera. Ta preparoval
pfimo v terénu, Casto jeSté v noci pod svétlem, které je piilakalo. Dobie si vzpominam
na jeho krabicky s napinadly, ktera peclivé opatroval a s sebou vSude vozil. Naposledy jsem
se s nimi setkal pfi entomologickych dnech v roce 2005, kdy Véclav se svoji pani vyrazil asi
naposledy na klasickou terénni sbérnou vypravu. Vaclavovu peclivost a puntickaistvi, které
znam mimo jiné prave z vyuky némciny, kdy jeho hudebni sluch zaznamenal i tu nejmensi
chybu v prizvuku a trpélivé ji donekone¢na opravoval, dopliiuje ji o etymologicky vyklad
puvodu daného slova, je mozno demonstrovat na krasopisné tusi psanych lokalitnich cedul-
kach starsich sbirkovych materiald (pozdéji byly nahrazeny stitky vyrabénymi fotografickou
cestou) nebo na etiketach se jmény druhi v krabicich.

Nasbirany material Vaclav peclivé opatroval a snazil se jej ur€it do nejmensich podrobnosti.
To pochopitelné neni v silach jednoho ¢lovéka, a tak s jeho sbirkou pracovala fada ceskych
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i zahrani¢nich entomologt slavnych jmen. Za vSechny uved’'me takové legendy jako Jarosta-
wa Buszka, Reinharda Gaedikeho, Manfreda Kocha, Clause Naumanna, Helmuta Patzaka,
Giinthera Petersena, Dalibora Povolného, Rudolfa Schwarze, MiloSe Soldata, Bohumila
Starého, Josefa Soffnera, Helmuta Steuera, Reinharda Suttera, Jifiho Smelhause, Jaroslava
Wichru, Vladimira Zouhara a fadu dalSich, které 1ze dohledat na determinacnich Stitcich.
Vaclav nezistné poskytoval sviij material a své tdaje pro fadu studii, ¢asto monografického
charakteru pro Gizemi celych statti (za vSechny napt. Benes et al. 2002, Bengtsson & Sutter
1996, Buszko 1979, Povolny 1978, 1979, Kudrna 1994, Novak & Liska 1997), ale i jednotlivé
exemplafe k vyfotografovani (napf. Vrabec et al. 2001). Z jeho materialu z Mongolska byly
popsany tfi nové druhy tzv. Microlepidopter, které nesou jeho jméno, jeden z nich dokonce
jako samostatny rod a tribus.

Vaclavova lepidopterologicka publikaéni ¢innost je neméné vyznamna, byt mnohem
skromnéjsi nez jeho tvorba hudebni. Prvnim zvetejnénym prispévkem byl pravdépodobné
krati¢ky ¢lanecek o vinocarnicich ve Vesmiru v roce 1943. Do povédomi ceské lepidopterologie
se v8ak zapsal peclivou studii motyli fauny naletujici na tehdy poprvé zafivkové osvétlena
skla vykladd v centralni Praze zvetejnénou v roce 1969, na kterou ve své knize ,,Sbirame
motyly* vyslovné upozornil jiz Moucha (1972). V letech 1971 az 1978 se Vaclav Felix sam
nebo s nékolika spoluautory vénoval vyhodnocovani idaji o nalezech taznych druhti motylt
v CR. Spolu s Rudolfem Schwarzem popsal v roce 1971 do té doby neznamou housenku
a kuklu zavijece Pyralis regalis. Pak se na delsi dobu odmlcel az do let 2000 az 2003, kdy
se spoluautorsky podilel na nékolika faunistickych zpravach z entomologickych dni Ceské
entomologické spolecnosti, na které pravidelné dojizdél. Posledni zpravou, ke které Vaclav
prispél, je seznam motyli sbiranych v ramci entomologickych dnti v Brdech a ve Stiednim
Povltavi v roce 2005, soupis druhii vSak dosud nevysel.

V osobé Vaclava Felixe odesla nejenom vyznamna postava hudebniho svéta CR, ale té7
amatérsky lepidopterolog vysoce profesionalni urovné¢, pamétnik lepsich cast ceské ptirody
a motyli fauny. Sbirka, kterou po sob& zanechal, ¢ita téméft Ctyficet tisic vzorné napnutych
preparati pivodné ulozenych v asi 220 muzejkach a predstavuje neuvétitelny pramen tdaji
o faun¢ naseho statu. Jsou v ni shromazdény dokladové exemplare od 40. let 20. stoleti az
témért do soucasnosti. Vaclav ve svych sbérech zachytil obrovskou zménu ve slozeni fauny,
ktera probéhla po druhé svétové valce v souvislosti s kolektivizaci a chemizaci. Rada druht,
které v Cechach sbiral je dnes vymielych nebo stoji na pokraji vyhynuti. Sbirku do posledni
chvile rozsifoval a dopliioval, naposledy se mi pochlubil kolekei murek nasbiranych v okoli
lamp v nemocnicich v Kré¢i a na Bulovce. Kratil si sbérem chvile ¢ekani na ordinaci, kam
dochazel s onkologickymi obtizemi. Nikdy neztracel optimismus ani troven pana profesora
ze ,,staré Skoly*.

Pokazdé, kdyz hledam srovnavaci exemplafe a probiram se sbirkovym fondem Vaclava
Felixe, vzdycky vzpomenu na vyuku némciny, ktera se nakonec misto konverzace zmeénila
v pravidelné lusténi kli¢tu a textd z Bergmanna, Eberta, Ecksteina, Heringa, Spulera, Ster-
necka a dalsich némecky pisicich klasikl oboru, aby byl ptelozeny text nakonec demonstro-
van predvedenim pfislusnych znakl na Sirokém sbirkovém fondu a porovnan u exemplait
z riznych zemi a lokalit ...

Vaclave, dékuju ti za to, co jsi m¢ naudil a stihl pfedat.

Vladimir Vrabec
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Fig. 2. Prof. Véclav Felix, CSc. in the 1980s on a bench in a Prague housing estate in Stra$nice. Photographer unknown.
Obr. 2. Prof. Vaclav Felix, CSc. v 80. letech 20. stoleti na lavicce prazského sidlisté ve Strasnicich. Autor fotografie
neni znam.
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Druhy motyli pojmenované po prof. V. Felixovi:

Daltophora felixi Povolny, 1979
Scribopalpa felixi Povolny, 1978
Scythris felixi Bengtsson et Sutter, 1996

REFERENCES

BENES J., KONVICKAM., DVORAK J., FRIC Z., HAVELDA Z., PAVLICKO A., VRABEC V. & WEIDEN-
HOFFER Z. (eds) 2002: Motyli Ceské republiky: Rozsireni a ochrana I, II. Butterflies of the Czech Republic:
Distribution and conservation 1., II. Spole¢nost pro ochranu motyli, Praha, 857 pp. (in Czech and English).

BENGTSSON B. A. & SUTTER R. 1996: Scythris felixi spec. nov. Aus der Mongolei (Insecta: Lepidoptera:
Scythrididae). Reichenbachia 31: 207-208.

BUSZKO J. 1979: Pterophoridae (Lepidoptera) Bulgariens. Polskie Pismo Entomologiczne 49: 683—703.

CESKY HUDEBNI FOND 1983: Vidclav Felix. Hudebni informaéni stiedisko CHF, Praha, 28 pp. (in Czech).

KUDRNA O. 1994: Kommentierter Verbreitungsatlas der Tagfalter Tschechiens. Oedippus 8: 1-137.

MOUCHA J. 1972: Shirame motyly. [Collecting butterflies]. Prace, Praha, 240 pp. (in Czech).

332



NOVAK 1. & LISKA J. 1997: Katalog motylt (Lepidoptera) Cech. Katalog der Falter (Lepidoptera) Bshmens.
Catalogue of the Bohemian Lepidoptera. Klapalekiana 33 (Supplementum): 1-159 (in Czech and German,
English summary).

POVOLNY D. 1978: Gnorimoschemini aus der Mongolei (Lepidoptera: Gelechidae). Acta Zoologica Academiae
Scientuarum Hungaricae 24: 177-186.

POVOLNY D. 1979: Isophrictini trib. n. nebst Beschreibung von Daltophora felixi gen. n., sp. n. aus der Mongolei
(Lepidoptera: Gelechidae). Acta Entomologica Bohemoslovaca 76: 38-58.

VRABEC V., KRENEK V. & SLADECEK V. 2001: Poznamky k determinaci vodnich druhii motylii (Lepidoptera)
CR. [Notes on the determination of water moths species (Lepidoptera) of the Czech Republic]. Pp. 57-69. In:
SLADECKOVA A. & KOCI V. (eds): Shornik 17. semindre Aktudlni otdzky voddrenské biologie, 7. - 8. 2. 2001.
VSCHT, Ekomonitor, CLS, Hlavni hygienik CR, MZe CR, Praha, 136 pp. (in Czech).

333






