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Actenodia perfuga (Coleoptera: Meloidae) a member of the fauna of Iraq

Actenodia perfuga (Coleoptera: Meloidae) soucast fauny Iraku
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Blister beetle, faunistic record, Near East region

Abstract. The species Actenodia perfuga (Dvorak, 1993), to date known only from Syria, is recorded from Iraq
(Ga’ara desert near Ar Rutbah) on the basis of an old specimen collected by O. Kodym which was found during
work with the A. Olexa collection. Photographs of a specimen and the paratype used for comparison are enclosed.

The species Actenodia perfuga was described by Dvorak (1993) as Paractenodia perfuga,
based on a series of 15 specimens from the area of Palmyra, Syria, collected in 23-27 April
1982. It is known only from this type series, which was originally deposited in the collections
of Miroslav Dvorak (all specimens today in coll. National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic;
see Batelka & Hajek (2015)), Aldo Olexa (most of the Meloidae collection including two
paratypes of Paractenodia perfuga today in coll. Vladimir Vrabec, Kolin, Czech Republic;
small part in coll. Jan Batelka, Prague, Czech Republic), Marco A. Bologna (Universita Roma
Tre, Roma, Italy), and the National Museum in Bratislava, Slovakia. Bologna et al. (2008
a,b) already referred this species to the genus Actenodia, but were unsure of its taxonomic
position. The species was not known to occur outside Syria. When processing the material
from the collection of A. Olexa (at present in coll. V. Vrabec), we found a further unidenti-
fied specimen of this species: 1 &, “Gaara /Rutba// Iraq 1.-30.4. / Dr. O. Kodym [lIgt.]”. The
specimen is now housed in coll. L. Cerny, Ceské Bud&jovice, Czech Republic.

We identified the site as the Ga’ara Desert, located about 60 km north of Ar Rutbah,
and not very far from the Syrian border. Based on D. Kral (pers. comm.), the material was
collected in 1978.We here report the species as new for Iraq. Alongside the photograph of
the specimen, we attach a photograph of one of the paratypes used for comparison (Fig. 1).
This is the first ever photograph of a type specimen of this taxon.
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Fig. 1. Actenodia perfuga (Dvotak, 1993), paratype specimen from Syria (coll. V. Vrabec) on left, specimen from
Iraq collected by O. Kodym (at present coll. L. Cerny) on right. The scale bar is 1 mm. (Photograph R. Sehnal).
Obr. 1. Actenodia perfuga (Dvotak, 1993), vlevo je paratypovy exemplat ze Syrie (coll. V. Vrabec), vpravo je jedinec
z Irdku sbirany O. Kodymem (nyni in coll. L. Cerny). Usecka odpovida 1 mm. (Fotografie R. Schnal).
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SOUHRN

Druh Actenodia perfuga byl na zakladé série 15 exemplait ze Syrie z okoli Palmyry sbirané
v terminu 23. az 27. dubna 1982 popsan Dvorakem jako Paractenodia perfuga (Dvorak, 1993).
Je znam pouze z této typové série, ktera byla deponovana ve sbirkach Miroslava Dvoraka
(dnes coll. Narodni muzeum, Praha), Aldo Olexy (vétsi ¢ast materidlu Meloidae véetné dvou
paratyptt Paractenodia perfuga dnes coll. Vladimir Vrabec, Kolin; mensi podil coll. Jan
Batelka, Praha), Marco A. Bologny (Universita Roma Tre, Roma, Italy), Narodniho muzea
v Praze a Slovenského narodného muzea v Bratislave. Bologna et al. (2008 a,b) jiz uvadé;ji
druh v rodu Actenodia, avsak nejsou si jisti jeho taxonomickou pozici. Ani témto autorim
neni zndm vyskyt jinde nez v Syrii. Pfi zpracovani materidlu ze sbirky A. Olexy (nyni coll.
V. Vrabec) jsme nalezli dalsi neuréeny dokladovy exemplar uvedeného druhu: 1 4, ,,Gaara
/Rutba// Trak 1.-30.4. / Dr. O. Kodym/, ex coll. A. Olexa®. Exemplaf je nyni ulozen in coll.
L. Cerny, Ceské Budgjovice.

Lokalitu jsme identifikovali jako poust’ Ga’ara, ktera se nachazi asi 60 km severn¢ od mésta
Ar Rutbah a neni pfili§ vzdalena od hranic se Syrii. Podle informaci D. Krale (pers. comm.),
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material byl sebran v roce 1978. Druh uvadime jako novy pro uzemi Iraku. Krom fotografie
uvedeného dokladového exemplafe piipojujeme fotografii jednoho jedince z paratypové
série, se kterym byl srovnavan (obr. 1). Jde o prvni zvefejnénou fotografii typového exem-
plafe tohoto taxonu.
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