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Vzpominka na entomologa RNDr. Petra Stourade
In memory of entomologist Dr. Petr Stoura¢
*19.xii.1945 - 12.x.2014

Je to jiz vice nez rok, co nas necekané opustil ve véku 68 let
vyznamny &esky entomolog Petr Stourad.

Petr se narodil v Praze 19. prosince 1945, kratce po druhé
svétové valce. Po ukonceni gymnazia nastoupil ke studiu
oboru Fyzikalni chemie na Ptirodovédecké fakulté Univerzity
Karlovy v Praze, které ukoncil v roce 1977. V roce 1980 do-
uZ totiz nebyl povinnou soucasti marxismus-leninismus, kvili
kterému se Petr pfedtim odmitl obhajoby tcastnit. Cely zivot
pracoval na Pravnické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy, kde vedl
fotografické laboratofe na Katedie kriminalistiky a pozdé&ji
po organiza¢nich zménach pusobil na Katedfe trestniho prava.

Své détstvi prozil blizko Stromovky, ktera vtiskla do jeho
podvédomi lasku k ptirod€. VSemu v zivot¢ se vénoval velmi

peclive a kazdé nové zalibé se oddaval naplno, s obdivuhodnym nasazenim. V mladi se takto
vénoval fotografii, ktera naplnila jeho veskery volny cas. Jako fotograf mél talent zachytit
zvlastni momenty v €ernobilych obrazech, mél cit pro kontrast, nuance barev i smysl pro
detail. Fotografoval jedine¢né situace kazdodenniho Zivota v Praze, kuriosni postavy na uli-
cich a v parcich, hrajici si déti a také pfirodu. Na vrcholu své fotografické kariéry s Gspé-
chem vystavoval sva dila na soutézich doma a v rimci moznosti i za hranicemi. Po vitézstvi
v jedné z domacich soutézi, konané v roce 1967 a zruSené v roce nasledujicim, mu ztstala
putovni cena pro vitéze ,,Putovni §tit Karla Hajka* doma jiz natrvalo. Fotografie byla pro
n¢j zajimava nejen jako nastroj zachytit jedinec¢né momenty, pritazlivy byl i kreativni proces
ovlivnit zachycenou realitu pomoci kouzla raznych technik. Zajem o tyto technologie byl
i jednim z dtivodi, proc si poté vybral studium tohoto oboru na vysoké skole. Na studiich
potkal svoji celozivotni partnerku a manzelku Annu. Jejich prvni dcera Renata se narodila
kratce po sovétské okupaci a o Sest let pozdé&ji druha dcera Veronika.

Jeho zajem o entomologii se zrodil na jedné rodinné dovolené v roce 1976 v Krkono§ich.
Prvotnim impulsem bylo zcela ndhodné setkani v terénu se dvéma entomology, s exhaustory
visicimi na krku a sbirajicimi brouky, od kterych ziskal prvni, velmi kusé informace. Petr se
mohl zadit vénovat svému novému konicku i proto, jak sim prohlasil, Ze se déti v ptirodé
pohybuyji jesté tak pomalu, Ze ma dost ¢asu vénovat pozornost okolni pfirodé. V pocatcich byl
absolutni samouk, ale jeho svédomita povaha, ohromna trpélivost a vile vSe dokonéit byly
idealnimi vlastnostmi, jako stvofenymi pravé pro entomologii. Do Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti
entomologické se Petr prihlasil a jejim ¢lenem se stal v roce 1982. K rozvoji jeho konicku
v zarodku piispél entusiasmus uznavaného specialisty na ¢eled’ stievlikovitych Jana Pulpana,
ktery Petrovi pomohl nejen radami, ale poskytl mnoho ze svych rozsahlych znalosti. Ackoliv
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vzdy sbiral vSechny brouky, ptesto diky J. Pulpanovi vice inklinoval ke sttevlikiim, o kterych
napsal ve druhé poloviné 90. let minulého stoleti dvé komplexni faunistické prace z okoli
svého prazského bydlisté. Jeho budouci, hlubsi zajem o drab¢iky se zacal rodit v dobé, kdy uz
mu dalsi nové druhy stievliki prakticky prestaly pfibyvat a kdy si hledal novy entomologicky
impuls, kterym se stali pravé drabcici. Seznamil se s Lubomirem Hromadkou, znamym znal-
cem drabciki a specialistou predevsim na podceled’ Steninae, od kterého ziskal o drabcicich
mnoho poznatkt a zacal s nim intenzivné spolupracovat. Stali se z nich ptatelé a toto pratelstvi
pretrvalo az do Petrovy smrti. Postupem casu zacal spolupracovat také s dalSimi domacimi
i zahrani¢nimi kolegy, pfedevsim s AleSem Smetanou a Alexeem Solodovnikovem, ale také
s Volkerem Assingem, Tomasem Jaszayem, Pavlem Krasenskym, Harrym Schillhammerem,
Michaelem Schiilkem, Jiirgenem Vogelem a dal$imi. Systematicky se Petr zaméfil na taxono-
mii drab¢ikd tribu Quediini, o kterych publikoval 8 taxonomickych praci a popsal 12 novych
druht. Diky svym znalostem se stal mezinarodné uznavanym odbornikem na tuto skupinu
drabgiki. S Petrovym jménem je také spojen popis nového druhu z Ciny, ktery L. Hromadka
na Petrovu pocest pojmenoval Quedius (Distichalius) stouraci Hromadka, 2003.

Nejvice ale Petra bavila pedeviim faunistika a poznavani broukd v Ceské republice,
za kterymi podnikl mnozstvi cest. Nékolikrat navstivil také Slovensko. Mél rad planovani
vyprav do odlehlych kouti nebo do nezndmych ¢i nejméné prozkoumanych mist, coz vse
zvladal bez pomoci automobilu. Na druhé strané se nadSené adaptoval na nové technologie,
jako naptiklad GPS. Fotoaparat byl po cely zivot jeho priivodcem na cestach. Tyto vypravy
absolvoval se svoji zenou Annou, kterad byla vzdy jeho neodmyslitelnou entomologickou
soucasti a ktera se velmi Casto primarn¢ podilela na veskerém sbéru a tfidéni brouciho ma-
terialu — na Petrovi pak uz casto zbyvala jenom jeho preparace a determinace. S manzelkou
meéli ,,cich* na brouky, takze neni divu, ze z téchto vyprav pfivezli vétSinou faunisticky velmi
zajimavé, ¢asto i nové nalezy pro to ¢i ono tizemi. S nev§edni ochotou také urcoval predevsim
drabciky ostatnim kolegtim. Vysledky z vlastnich sbért i z determinaci prezentoval ve vice
faunistickych ¢lancich, predevsim v rubrice Faunistic records from the Czech Republic
v Casopise Klapalekiana. Bohuzel, Petr odesel uprostied rozdélané prace a mnoha plant se
svymi oblibenymi drab¢iky. Necekana, zhoubna choroba ukoncila jeho Zivot kratce po jeho
odchodu do dtchodu.

Petrova sbirka, v poctu cca 25 000 exemplait, je ukdzkou prehledu prakticky vsech celedi
broukii a vétsiny druhi, znamych z Ceské republiky a Slovenska. Viechny brouky si uréoval
nebo zkusil urcit vzdy sam, a obdivuhodné je, ze s naprostym minimem chyb. Nékolik desitek
krabic je vyhrazeno jeho oblibenym drab¢iktim, ve kterych je véetné nékolika typovych exem-
plaft ulozen piehled druhti tribu Quediini z celého svéta. Na Petrovo ptani byla kompletni
sbirka ulozena v depozitati Ostravského muzea.

Petr byl skromnym a spise uzavienym typem clovéka, ktery si velmi chranil své soukromi.
Bylo obtizné nahlédnout do jeho myslenek, zbytecné neplytval slovy. Presto byl diky svym
znalostem a svoji osobnosti respektovanym odbornikem a kdo ho znal do hloubky, mohl si
Casto uzivat jeho jemného smyslu pro humor, ktery odkryval Petrovu pravou tvai. V entomo-
logii byl nesmirné empatickym typem ¢lovéka i védce, ktery vzdy ochotné pomohl, at’ uz se
jednalo o determinaci materidlu ¢i ,,pouze* o informaci nebo radu. Byl nesmirné spolehlivym
typem odbornika, na jeho zavéry ¢i determinace se dalo zcela spolehnout, nikdy nefekl nebo
nenapsal néco, co by nemél ovéfeno ¢i prokazano. Aniz sam tusil, tak svym uvazlivym, pecli-
vym a pokornym piistupem k entomologické véde ve své dobé ovliviioval a ptisobil na celou
fadu ,,brouckaiti* a bezesporu zanechal nezapomenutelnou stopu v ¢eské entomologii.
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It has been more than a year since
Petr Stouraé, a prominent Czech
entomologist, passed away unex-
pectedly at the age of 68.

Petr was born in Prague on
December 19, 1945, shortly after
World War II. After high school,
he studied Physical Chemistry in
the Faculty of Science at Charles
University in Prague, graduating
in 1977. In 1980 he completed his
doctoral thesis, but as he refused to
participate in Marxism-Leninism,
he had to wait until the political
climate changed in 1988 to defend
his thesis. For his entire career he
worked in the Faculty of Law at
Charles University where he led
the photographic laboratory in the
Department of Criminology, which
later became the Department of
Criminal Law.

He spent his childhood near
a royal game reserve, Stromovka,
where he developed his love of
nature. He devoted himself very
thoroughly to everything that he did,
and took to each new hobby with
admirable dedication. Photography
was such a passion for him that as
a young adult, he dedicated all his
free time to it. As a photographer he
had the talent to capture special moments in black and white images, and had an instinct for
contrast, color nuances, and attention to detail. He captured unique situations of everyday
life in Prague, curious figures on the streets and in parks, children playing, and nature. At the
peak of his photographic pursuit, he successfully exhibited his works, entering competitions
both at home and when possible, abroad. As the winner of one domestic photo contest held
in 1967, he kept the Challenge Trophy at home for the rest of his life, as the contest was
cancelled the following year for political reasons and the trophy was never awarded again.
Photography was interesting for him not only as a tool to capture unique moments, but as an
appealing and creative process to play with images through the magic of different techniques.
Deep interest in these techniques was one of the reasons he was inspired to study the chemistry
used in photograph development and processing at university. During his studies he met his
lifetime partner and wife Anna. His first daughter, Renata, was born shortly after the Soviet
occupation in 1968, and six years later came a second daughter, Veronika.

Obr. 2. Mlady Petr Stoura& houbaiem, 1962.
Fig. 2. Young Petr Stoura¢ collecting mushrooms, 1962.
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His interest in entomology was triggered in 1976 on family vacation in the Giant Mountains
in northern Bohemia. The first contact was a completely casual encounter with two entomo-
logists on a trail. They were equipped with aspirators hanging around their necks, and were
collecting beetles. Intrigued, he talked with them and he learned the basics of entomology.
From this point, Petr started to pursue his new hobby because, as he said, children move
really slowly so he had enough time to watch nature in detail. In the beginning he learned
on his own, with his typical conscientious nature. His thoroughness, immense patience, and
the will to bring everything to completion, were the ideal combination of characteristics for
entomology. In 1982, Petr became a member of the Czechoslovakian Entomological Society.
His initial enthusiasm for the hobby grew after meeting Jan Pulpan, a renowned specialist on
the Carabidae family. He helped not only by providing advice, but also shared his extensive
knowledge. Although Petr collected all families of beetles, thanks to J. Pulpan he became more
inclined towards carabids. He wrote two comprehensive faunistic articles in mid 1990s about
Carabidae in the surroundings of Prague. He later started to pay attention to Staphylinidae,
once it became difficult to find any new carabids. At this time he met Lubomir Hromadka,
an expert on Staphylinidae and specialist on the subfamily Steninae, from whom he received
a wealth of knowledge, and they started an intense collaboration. They became close friends,
and their friendship lasted until Petr’s death. Over time he started to collaborate with other
domestic and foreign colleagues, especially with Ales Smetana and Alexey Solodovnikov,
and also with Volker Assing, Tomas Jaszay, Pavel Krasensky, Harry Schillhammer, Michael
Schiilke, Jiirgen Vogel, and others. Later on Petr was systematically focused on the taxonomy
of the tribe Quediini, and published 8 taxonomic papers, describing 12 new species. Gradually
he became an internationally recognized expert on this group of Staphylinidae. Moreover,
Petr’s name is also associated with a new species from China, which Lubomir Hromadka
named in his honour, Quedius (Distichalius) stouraci Hromadka, 2003.

Petr most enjoyed faunistic work, and discovering beetles in the Czech Republic. He
undertook a multitude of trips for this purpose, and also visited Slovakia several times. He
loved planning expeditions to remote areas and little-explored places, although he didn’t own
a car. On the other hand, he excitedly embraced new technologies, such as GPS. The camera
was his lifetime travel companion, and his expeditions were always accompanied by his wife
Anna, who was an inseparable part of his entomological life. She was often involved in the
collection and sorting of beetles, leaving the preparation and identification of specimens for
Petr. With his wife, he had an instinct for beetles, so it is not surprising that these outings often
provided very interesting faunistic results, frequently with new records for a given territory.
With a remarkable willingness he was always ready to help other colleagues with identification
of Staphylinidae. The results from his discoveries and identification of colleague’s material
are presented in other faunistic articles, primarily in the section Faunistic records from the
Czech Republic in the journal Klapalekiana. Unfortunately, Petr left unfinished work and
did not have the chance to finish many plans with his favorite rove beetles. Unexpectedly,
a malignant disease ended his life shortly after his retirement.

Petr’s collection comprises 25.000 specimens, almost all the families and most species of
Coleoptera known from the Czech Republic and Slovakia. He examined and tried to identify
all the beetles himself with remarkably few errors. Several dozen boxes are reserved for his
favorite family, Staphylinidae, including several types. The collection includes an overview
of the tribe Quediini from around the world. According to Petr’s will, the entire collection is
stored in a depository of Ostrava Museum.
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Obr. 4. Anna a Petr Stouradovi na vypravé za brouky
na Ovcarné v Hrubém Jeseniku, 2.VII1.2007. Foto Jifi

Obr. 3. Petr Stoura¢ se svoji vnuckou Arankou v Nedo-
Sinském haji u Litomysle, 19.VII1.2008. Foto Veronika

Stouragova.

Fig. 3. Petr Stoura& with his granddaughter Aranka
in Nedos$insky haj forest by Litomysl, 19.viii.2008. Photo
by Veronika Stouracova.

Vévra.

Fig. 4. Anna and Petr Stoura¢ on an entomological
excursion, Ovc¢arna chalet in Hruby Jesenik Mountains,
2.viii.2007. Photo by Jifi Vavra.

Petr was a humble and rather reserved person who greatly protected his privacy. It was
difficult to read his thoughts, and he did not waste words. Yet, thanks to his vast knowledge
and his personality, he was a respected expert. Those who knew him well appreciated his fine
sense of humor, and saw the true face of Petr. In entomology, he was an extremely empathetic
kind of person and a scientist who was always willing to help, whether it was the identification
of specimens or “only” information and advice. He was an extremely reliable expert whose
results and identifications could be totally trusted. He would never say or write something
that he could not verify or prove. Without knowing it, he influenced a wide range of beetle
lovers, and left a memorable mark in Czech entomology with his thoughtful and prudent
attitude as well as with his meticulous and diligent approach to the science of entomology.

Renata Collard & Jifi Ch. Vavra
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