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RNDr. Svatopluk Bily, CSc. sedmdesatilety
70th birthday of RNDr. Svatopluk Bily, CSc.

Vyznamny ¢esky coleopterolog a svétove uznavany
odbornik na ¢eled’ krascovitych broukt (Buprestidac)
se letos doziva sedmdesati let.

Narodil se 9. inora 1945 v Praze. Studium biologie
zapocal v roce 1962 na Univerzité Jana Evangelisty
Purkyné v Brnég, ale po ukonceni prvniho ro¢niku
presel na Prirodovédeckou fakultu University Karlovy
v Praze, kterou zakonc¢il v roce 1967. Na tuto fakultu se
opét vratil v letech 1968—1972 po absolvovani vojenské
sluzby, tentokrat jako fadny aspirant z oboru entomolo-
gie u doc. Dr. Karla Harky DrSc. Zde si osvojil zejména
znalosti a zkuSenosti tykajici se studia broucich larev,
které pozdé&ji vyznamnou mérou uplatnil ve své dalsi
praci. Studiu larev ¢eledi Scarabaeidae jako potenci-
alnich vektort nékterych parazitd byla také prevazné
vénovana jeho vyzkumna prace v Parazitologickém
Gstavu CSAV v letech 1972-1978.

Ptes odlisné sluzebni povinnosti jeho hlavni las-
kou zistavala ¢eled’ krascovitych broukt (Buprestidae), jejimuz studiu se mohl vénovat
jen ve svém volném case. Vyznamny obrat v jeho odborné kariéte nastal v roce 1978, kdy
se dr. Bilému naskytla moznost nastoupit do entomologického oddéleni Narodniho muzea
a stat se kuratorem sbirky profesora Jana Obenbergera, jedné z nejvyznamnéjsich svétovych
sbirek celedi Buprestidae. Toto misto zastaval az do svého odchodu do dichodu v roce 2010
a béhem jeho plisobeni se entomologické odd¢leni stalo cilem ¢etnych navstév nasich i za-
hrani¢nich specialistii a skutecnym svétovym centrem vyzkumu ¢eledi Buprestidae. S touto
¢innosti souvisi i fada jeho zahrani¢nich cest, zaméfenych na vyzkum krasci, které pfinesly
1 dal$i obohaceni sbirek Narodniho muzea. Pfed rokem 1989 smétovaly jeho cesty v ramci
moznosti piedev§im do jv. Evropy a Stfedni Asie, uvolnéni po tomto roce ale dokonale vyuzil.
Navstivil Nepal, Thajsko, rizné oblasti Indonésie, Novou Kaledonii, Jihoafrickou republiku,
Mexiko, Paraguay a Chile, ale vyvrcholenim jeho cestovatelskych aktivit bylo celkem 6 cest
do Australie. Odchod do diichodu znamenal pro S. Bilého hlavné osvobozeni od omezujicich
ufednich povinnosti. Nadale ztistava emeritnim pracovnikem EONM, které pravidelné navsté-
vuje, kromé toho zastava i nizkoasovy ivazek na Fakulté lesnické a dfevaiské CZU v Praze.

S. Bily publikoval dosud 204 ptivodni védecké prace a pfes tuto tictyhodnou ¢innost neo-
pomijel ani populariza¢ni ¢innost. Velké oblib¢ se t&si jeho cestovatelské prednasky, uspés-
ny byl i jeho cestopis o Nepalu. Publikoval také vice nez 70 popularnich ¢lankd, zejména
ve spolupraci s Easopisem Ziva, kde je od roku 2007 ¢lenem redakéni rady.

Cely bohaty odborny Zivot Dr. Bilého je pak spjat s Ceskou spole¢nosti entomologickou.
Nikdy nebyl jen pasivnim ¢lenem, byl vzdy ochoten poskytnout radu a pomoc ostatnim,
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zucastnil se fady aktivit spole¢nosti a svoji praci vyznamné prispél k dobrému jménu éeské
entomologie v zahrani¢i. Od roku 1985 je ¢lenem vyboru Ceské spoleénosti entomologické
a v letech 1997-2008 byl jejim piedsedou.

Chtéli bychom vyuzit jeho vyznamného Zivotniho jubilea k tomu, abychom mu jménem
svym i celé Ceské spole¢nosti entomologické poptali hodné zdaru a hlavné zdravi do dalgich let.

RNDr. Svatopluk Bily CSc., distinguished Czech coleopterist and world-renowned spe-
cialist on the beetle family Buprestidae, celebrates his 70th birthday.

Dr. S. Bily was born on 9 February 1945 in Prague. He started his studies of biology in
1962 at the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyné, Brno, but after finishing the first year he
transferred to the Faculty of Science of Charles University, Prague, where he stayed until 1967.
He returned after his military service, and from 1968—1972 was an entomology postgraduate
student under the guidance of docent Dr. Karel Huirka DrSc. At this time he acquired partic-
ular skills in the study of beetle larvae, which he often applied in his future scientific work.
The study of the larvae of the family Scarabaeidae as potential vectors of some parasites was
also the chief aim of his next position, from 1972—-1978, as a researcher in the Institute of
Parasitology of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences.

Throughout his various professional appointments, he maintained his interest in Bupresti-
dae, which he studied in his free time. A major turning point in his career came in 1978, with
the opportunity to join the staff of the Department of Entomology at the National Museum,
Prague. Here he became curator of the collection of Professor Jan Obenberger, one of the
most important collections of Buprestidae world-wide. He occupied this position until his
retirement in 2010, and his activity made the Department of Entomology a key destination for
numerous visiting specialists from the Czech Republic and abroad, and an international centre
of Buprestidae research. His many travels also furthered the study of Buprestidae and enriched
the collections of the National Museum. Before 1989, he was obliged to focus his fieldwork
on southeastern Europe and Central Asia, but he made full use of the liberation in 1989, and
visited Nepal, Thailand, various regions of Indonesia, New Caledonia, the Republic of South
Africa, Mexico, Paraguay and Chile, culminating with 6 visits to Australia. Retirement released
him from the strictures of official duties, but he continues as emeritus in the Department of
Entomology, National Museum, Prague and also holds a part-time position at the Faculty of
Forestry and Wood Production of the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague.

S. Bily has so far published 204 original scientific papers, but in spite of this impressive
productivity he has not omitted the popularization of entomology. His talks are very popular,
and his travel book on Nepal was successful. He has also published more than 70 popularizing
articles, especially in the magazine Ziva, where he has been on the editorial board since 2007.

Throughout most of his rich and fulfilled scientific life, Svatopluk Bily has been connected
with the Czech Entomological Society. He has never been a passive member, but was always
ready to help and advise others, participated in many activities of the Society, and with his
work contributed much to the reputation of Czech entomology. He has been a member of
the committee of the Czech Entomological Society since 1985 and was elected President
1997-2008.

At the opportunity of this significant birthday we wish Svatopluk Bily, also in the name of
the Czech Entomological Society, much success and especially health in the years to come.

Josef Jelinek & Vit Kuban
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