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Doc. Ing. Karel Spitzer, CSc. — &estny ¢len Ceské spolecnosti entomologické
Doc. Ing. Karel Spitzer, CSc. — honorary member of the Czech Entomological Society

v iR Karel Spitzer se narodil v fijnu roku 1939 v Jin-
drichové¢ Hradci do rodiny majitele slévarny. Téméf
kdykoli jindy a kdekoli jinde mohlo jit o pfijemny
vstup do pohodIného zivota. Nikoli vSak ve stfedni
Evropé té doby. Za valky, na jejimz pocatku se Karel
narodil, byla rodinna tovarna z rasovych divodut za-
bavena Némci a otec byl deportovan do koncentrac-
niho tabora. Po véalce tovarnu vyvlastnili komunisté
a pro ,,burzoazni“ tfidni pivod mél Karel vyrazné
omezeny moznosti studia. Hluboky zéjem o motyly
a ptirodu ho smétoval ke studiu na Piirodovédecké
fakulté Univerzity Karlovy v Praze. Navzdory ro¢-
ni manualni praxi absolvované po maturité, ktera
m¢la zlepsit jeho kadrovy posudek, ale nebyl pfijat.
Nakonec vystudoval Vysokou skolu zemédélskou
v Brné, kde uz béhem studia pracoval jako pomocna
védecka sila na katedie entomologie a fytopatologie.
Vedle motylt se vénoval také ostrozkam a ¢ihalkam
(Diptera: Therevidae a Rhagionidae). Po ukonceni
studia v r. 1963 nastoupil jako rostlinolékar do strojni traktorové stanice v Jindiichoveé Hradci.
Odtud o tii roky pozdgji presel na Vysokou $kolu zemédélskou do Ceskych Budéjovic, kde
11 let pfednasel entomologii, ekologii a ochranu piirody. V r. 1977 nastoupil jako védecky
pracovnik na Entomologicky tistav CSAV v Ceskych Budgjovicich, kde pracuje dodnes.

Karel Spitzer se dlouhodobé zabyva entomofaunou a ochranou jihoceskych raselinist’,
dikladné zpracoval faunu dvou vyse zminénych ¢eledi much, vénoval se primyslovému
melanizmu, vlivu akumulace tézkych kovl v organizmu a mnoha dalSim témattim. I nékteré
jeho starsi prace jsou stale hojné citovany a patii ke klasice oboru. Nejedno z vyzkumnych
témat, ktera oteviel, je na Entomologickém ustavu AV CR déle rozvijeno. U nés je ale pie-
devsim prikopnikem snah o ochranu hmyzu a biologické rozmanitosti vitbec, vzdyt’ kdo
z nas by neznal knihu Ohrozeny svét hmyzu, kterd byla vizionaiskym pocinem nejen u nds,
ale pfinejmensim na evropské urovni. Je rovnéz prikopnikem ekologie hmyzu, ochranarské
biologie i tropické ekologie.

V dobach, kdy to u nas nebylo ani zvykem, natoz povinnosti, udrzoval kontakty se za-
hrani¢im a ctil povinnost své poznatky piedavat kolegim z mezinarodni védecké komunity,
tedy publikovat. Hojné popularizacni prace dokazuji, ze nezapominal své poznatky tlumocit
ani $irsi vefejnosti. Podilel se na nékolika knihach a vydal pfes 150 védeckych a populari-
zacnich praci, jejichz témata prozrazuji velmi Siroky tematicky zabér. Svou ¢innosti piilakal
k oboru mnozstvi studentt a vychoval fadu nasledovnikd. Ackoli vztahy mezi nim a jeho
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studenty obc¢as nebyly idealni, jevi se pii zpétném pohledu pravdépodobné, ze Karel nechtél,
aby studenti v jeho stinu zpohodInéli a zakrnéli. A tak se je po absolutoriu (a obcas i diive)
snazil vystrnadit do svéta, kde mnozi — jmenujme alesponn Vojtécha Novotného a Martina
Konvi¢ku — rozhodné obstali. Jisté i diky zakladu, ktery jim vénoval.

Navzdory prekazkam, které mu zivot ve 20. stoleti pfichystal, je pfinos Doc. Ing. Karla
Spitzera, CSc. evropské, ceské (a pfed tim ¢eskoslovenské) entomologii, ekologii a ochrané
ptirody nezpochybnitelny.

Karel Spitzer was born into a Jewish, foundry-owning family in the town of Jindfichiv
Hradec in October 1939. In another time and place, he could have expected a pleasant,
easy life, but not in Central Europe at the dawn of World War II. During the war, the family
foundry was appropriated by the Nazis, and Karel’s father was deported to a concentration
camp. After the war, the foundry was nationalized. From an enemy of the Nazi state, Karel
became a class enemy of the communist state that followed. His ,,bourgeois origin®, severely
limited his education options.

A compassion for nature and a deep interest in butterflies led Karel to apply to study at the
Faculty of Science of Charles University in Prague. First, he had to spend a year as a manual
worker after high school, to “ease the burden of his class origin”. In spite of this, he was not
admitted. Instead he graduated from the University College of Agriculture in Brno, where he
also worked as research assistant at the Department of entomology and phytopathology. Besides
butterflies, his scientific interests encompassed stiletto and snipe flies (Diptera: Therevidae and
Rhagionidae). After his graduation in 1963, he spent three years as plant health worker in an
agricultural mechanization unit in Jindfichv Hradec. Then he taught entomology, ecology and
nature conservation at the College of Agriculture in Ceské Budgjovice for eleven years. From
1977 he worked at the Institute of Entomology of the Czechoslovak (later Czech) Academy
of Sciences.

His research focused mainly on insects and the conservation of peat bogs, but his research
interests were wider. He contributed significantly to the knowledge of the above mentioned
fly families in the Czech Republic. He also worked on industrial melanism, the effect of
heavy metal accumulation on insects, and numerous other topics. Some of his earlier works
are still cited and became classic papers in their field. He pioneered insect ecology, tropical
ecology and conservation biology in the Czech Republic. His book “Endangered World of
Insects” published in 1982 was a rare, at the time unique, attempt at explaining the impor-
tance of biodiversity conservation to a wide public. The book influenced generations of
entomologists and conservationists in the former Czechoslovakia. Karel Spitzer maintained
lively communication with the scientific world behind the iron curtain and emphasized the
importance of publishing results at the times when it was not common. Numerous articles in
popular journals and the above mentioned book demonstrate his urge to keep the community
informed about problems of ecology and nature conservation. He coauthored several books
and published more than 150 original scientific papers and popular articles. His work, erudition
and enthusiasm attracted numerous students and followers.

Despite the numerous obstacles that life in the 20th century brought, Doc. Ing. Karel Spit-
zer, CSc. significantly contributed to Czech as well as European entomology, insect ecology
and conservation biology.

Lukés Cizek & Ales Bezdek
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