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Coleoptera: Coccinellidae

Scymnus (Scymnus) suffrianioides apetzoides Capra et Fiirsch, 1967. Moravia mer.,
Brno-Komin, Netopyrky Nature Monument (6765¢), 49°14'00"N, 16°33'09"E, 270-300 m
a.s.l., 26.v.2012, sweeping in dry grassland, 1 4, I. Malenovsky leg. et det., V. Navratil revid.,
coll. Moravian Museum, Brno. Widely distributed in Europe, so far known from Albania,
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, France (including Corsica), Germany, Greece (Dodecanese Is-
lands: Kos), Hungary, Italy (including Sicily), Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia (northern
European part), Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, and Turkey (Fiirsch et al. 1967, Kovai 2007,
Locketal. 2007, Fekete & Merkl 2010, Santos et al. 2010). Currently considered as a western
subspecies of S. suffrianioides J. R. Sahlberg, 1913 (= S. pallipediformis Giinther, 1958), the
nominotypical subspecies of which is distributed in the Near and Middle East (Fiirsch 1992,
Kovar 2007) or a distinct species, S. apetzoides (Canepari 2013). In central Europe probably
rare and restricted to warm regions (Fiirsch 1967), usually only small numbers of specimens
collected (Fiirsch etal. 1967). However, the species may have been partly overlooked in some
countries as it is relatively difficult to identify: a particularly reliable diagnostic character is
the shape of the aedeagus (Fiirsch 1967, Fiirsch et al. 1967). Known e.g. from the environs of
Vienna and Graz in Austria (Fiirsch et al. 1967, Kreissl 1968), environs of Warsaw in Poland
(Czechowska & Bielawski 1981), Heves county in Hungary (Fekete & Merkl 2010), and
the southern half of Germany (Bavaria, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Rheinland-Pfalz, Hessen and
perhaps Thuringia; Reissmann & Benisch 2013). The biology is poorly known: according
to Reissmann & Benisch (2013), it is a stenotopic thermophilous species in Germany which
occurs on dry slopes and preys on various aphids on herbs. Our specimen was swept from a
fragment of species-rich acidophilous dry grassland vegetation (Koelerio-Phleion phleoidis
alliance) on a gentle sunny slope. New species for the fauna of the Czech Republic.
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