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K osmdesatinam Lubomira Hromadky
Lubomir Hromadka 80 years old

Lubomir Hromadka se narodil 26. dubna
1931 v Praze v krejcovské rodiné a stejné
jako jeho otec se této profesi vénoval. V roce
1991, jak sam tika ,,zlomil jehlu®, odesel do
dichodu pak a uz se zcela vénoval svému vel-
kému konic¢ku — entomologii. Je milovnikem,
znalcem a sbératelem moderniho vytvarného
umeéni a kdo jej nékdy navstivil v jeho byte,
jisté odesel nejen se zazitky z jeho sbirky
brouk, ale i z prostiedi obklopeném zajima-
vymi obrazy.

Zajem o piirodu ma Lubos jiz od détstvi.
Za valky jej uci na zakladni Skole ptirodopis
pan ucitel Jaroslav Kramar (po valce profesor
na Prirodovédecké fakulté University Karlovy
v Praze, odbornik na ¢eled’ Culicidae), ktery
mu doporucuje ¢asopis Nasi pfirodou, kde
vychazeji krasné clanky o broucich od prof.
Jana Obenbergera. Po valce se Lubo$ témet
dvacet let intenzivné vénuje sportu (atletika,
basketbal, hazend). Zacatkem Sedesatych let
jej k entomologii privadi pan Josef Kral, ktery
Lubose nasméroval ke studiu drab¢iku, kdyz
mu v roce 1964 vénoval publikaci od Andrzeje
Szujeckého Klucze do oznaczania owaddéw Polski — Steninae [Kl1i¢ k uréovani hmyzu Pol-
ska — Steninae]. Tim zacina jeho zajem o drabéiky.

Jejich sbéru se vénuje zejména v okoli Doubravéic u Kostelce nad Cernymi lesy, kde
ma chatu, ve které rad travi hodné Casu, zejména ptes 1éto. O zajimavych drabcicich z této
oblasti publikoval sviij prvni a jediny faunisticky pfispévek. Vice nez sbér brouki jej vSak
pritahuje jejich studium.

Rozhodujici vliv na Lubosovo prvotni zaméteni mély publikace Volkera Puthze, nejvyznam-
néjsiho svétového odbornika podceledi Steninae, Euaesthetinae a Megalopsidiinae, kterého
navstivil jesté v dobé ,,hlubokého socializmu* v roce 1977 v jeho pisobisti ve Schlitzu (v té
dobé ve Spolkové republice Némecko) a na zakladé vzajemné dohody se zaméfuje zejmé-
na na japonské druhy rodu Stenus Latreille, 1796. Spolupracuje s vyznamnymi prazskymi
entomology, napftiklad s Josefem Kralem, Zbynkem Likovskym, Miroslavem Dvotakem,
Jaroslavem Boha¢em a v zahraniéi zejména s AleSem Smetanou, ktery v t€ dob¢ jiz ptisobi
v kanadské Ottawé.
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Pripravil piehled kreseb genitalnich organt ceskoslovenskych druht rodu Stenus pro kli¢
publikovany Dvotakem (1979). Od poc¢atku uzce a dlouhodobé spolupracuje s Entomologic-
kym oddé€lenim Narodniho muzea v Praze, kde uspotadava a determinuje skupiny, kterymi se
postupné zabyva. Jeho pianim je, aby jeho sbirka v budoucnosti ptesla do této instituce. Ma
rad kolegialni prostiedi s nadSenymi entomology, ktefi se setkavaji bez ohledu na to, kdo ma
jaké formalni vzdélani a postaveni a bez zabran diskutuji problematiku spole¢ného zajmu.

0d 90. let se za¢ina intenzivné vénovat afrotropické faun¢ drab¢ika subtribu Philonthina
a postupné reviduje typy nekolik stovek odtud popsanych druhti z nejriiznéjsich svétovych
muzei, zpracovava a determinuje rozsahlé materialy. Nasledné publikuje revize jednotlivych
rodi nebo druhovych skupin.
grafiich v Hermanové svétovém katalogu drab¢ik (Herman 2001: 81). Dosud publikoval na
50 odbornych ¢lankt a popsal cca 130 novych druhti. Na jeho pocest bylo pojmenovano pét
druhi: Stenus hromadkai Puthz, 1979, Stenus hromadkaianus Puthz, 1993, Philonthus lubomiri
Herman, 2001, Daolus hromadkai Bordoni, 2004 a Stenus lubomiri Naomi, 2006.

Lubosi, za vsechny entomology ti pfeji do dal§ich let mnoho zdravi, optimizmu, objevi
a zazitkd spojenych s entomologii a tvymi dal§imi zajmy.

Jifi Janak

Lubomir Hroméadka was born in Prague on 26 April 1931 into a family of tailors, and he
followed his father into that profession. In 1991, he, to use his expression, “broke the needle”
and retired, and since then has devoted himself to his favourite hobby — entomology. He is
also a lover, connoisseur and collector of modern fine art, and those lucky enough to visit
him at his flat will enjoy not only his beetle collection, but also his environment hung with
interesting paintings.

Lubos was interested in nature since childhood. During the war his natural history teacher
in primary school, Mr. Jaroslav Kramar (expert in Culicidae and later Professor at the Fac-
ulty of Science, Charles University, Prague) recommended him the journal “Nasi ptirodou”
[Through our nature], where beautiful articles on beetles by Prof. Jan Obenberger were pub-
lished. After the war Lubo§ was actively involved in sport (athletics, basketball, handball)
for almost twenty years. At the beginning of the 1960’s Mr. Josef Kral introduced him to the
study of staphylinids, giving him Andrej Szujecki’s “Klucze do oznaczania owadow Polski
— Steninae” [Key to the identification of Polish insects — Steninae]. From this moment, his
interest in Staphylinidae began.

He collected beetles mainly in the surroundings of Doubravéice near Kostelec nad Cernymi
lesy, where he has a cottage where he spent a lot of time, particularly in summer. He published
his first and only faunistic contribution on staphylinids from this region. His interest in beetles
soon developed beyond just collecting.

The publications of Volker Puthz, world expert in the staphylinid subfamilies Steninae,
Euaesthetinac and Megalopsidiinae, were a crucial influence on Lubos’s initial scientific
focus. He visited Puthz in Schlitz (then in the Federal Republic of Germany) in 1977, during
the time of “deep socialism”. They agreed that Lubos should target Japanese species of Ste-
nus Latreille, 1796. He cooperated with prominent entomologists in Prague, e.g. Josef Kral,
Zbynék Likovsky, Miroslav Dvoték, Jaroslav Boha¢, and abroad, especially AleS Smetana
who was by that time already in Ottawa, Canada.
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Lubos prepared the drawings of the genitalia of the Czechoslovakian species of the genus
Stenus for the key published by Dvotak (1979). From the start and throughout his career he
cooperated closely with the Department of Entomology at the National Museum in Prague,
where he arranged and determined groups, which he dealt with step by step. He wishes his
collection to be one day passed to this institution. He enjoys the informal atmosphere with
enthusiastic entomologists who discuss their interests freely, and without consideration of
formal education or status.

Since the 1990’s he applied himself to the Afrotropical fauna of the subtribe Philonthina,
and has revised step by step hundreds of species described from this area and deposited in
various museums of the world, as well as processing, determining and describing extensive
material. Consequently he has published revisions of selected genera or species groups.

Lubomir Hroméadka is one of the few Czech specialists to be included among the biogra-
phies of well known staphylinidologists in Herman’s world Catalog of Staphylinidae (Her-
man 2001: 81). He has published about 50 scientific papers and described about 130 new
species. Five species have been named in his honour: Stenus hromadkai Puthz, 1979, Stenus
hromadkaianus Puthz, 1993, Philonthus lubomiri Herman, 2001, Daolus hromadkai Bordoni,
2004 and Stenus lubomiri Naomi, 2006.

Lubos, I wish you, on behalf of all entomologists, good health for many years, optimism,
exciting discoveries, and adventures in entomology and your other interests.

Jifi Janak
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