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Osmdesaté narozeniny MUDr. AleSe Smetany, CSc. v roce 2011
Eightieth birthday of MUDr. Ale§ Smetana, CSc. celebrated in 2011

Ales Smetana se narodil 6. dubna 1931 v Hradci
Kralové. Po dokonceni zakladni Skoly navstévoval
osm tiid klasického gymnazia v tomtéz méste.
Na l¢katskou fakultu Univerzity Karlovy nastoupil
v roce 1950, titul MUDr. obdrzel v roce 1956.

Jeho zdjem o entomologii zapocal v Gtlém
véku a byl bezvyhradné podporovan jeho otcem,
MUDr. Oldfichem Smetanou. Tatinkova podpora
trvala az do doby, nez Ales§ odjel do Kanady.
Jeho otec, 1ékat, byl bibliofil. Po zjisténi Aleso-
vych entomologickych zajmu ihned obratil i svij
zajem na entomologickou literaturu a zakoupil
Alesovi nékolik klasickych praci, jako byla napf.
Reitterova Fauna Germanica, Gangelbauerova
monografie Kéfer von Mitteleuropa a fada dal-
Ve Veroné, 2010. Tn Verona, 2010. Sich. Otec Alese ucil o dulezitosti publikovanych

udaju a jak zachazet s bibliografickymi zaznamy.
Tedy znalosti a zasady jsou zakladem, ktery Ale§ vyuziva po celou svoji kariéru a ktery mu
umoziuje sepisovat brilantni védecké prace.

Alesovi prvni sbératelské snahy zapocaly v 1ét€ 1941. Z jeho vypravéni nelze zapomenout
na popis vzruSeni, které prozival na jejich zahradé v Kuklenach (tenkrat predmésti Hradce
Kralové), kdyz v nastrazené improvizované pasti s navnadou kousku masa nalezl samecka
stievlika zrnitého (Carabus granulatus). Tato udalost jisté byla divodem, pro¢ zpocatku obratil
svou pozornost ke stievlikovitym broukim, a to az do doby svého osviceni a pfechodu na
brouky drab¢ikovité. Velmi rad vzpomina na svou lyzatskou vypravu, uskute¢nénou v lednu
1944, do lesa blizko Téchlovic s nékolika mravenisti Formica rufa. Ptinesl z ni domu velky
vak vnitiniho obsahu jednoho z hnizd, ktery obsahoval fadu myrmekofilnich brouku, véetné
drabcika Quedius brevis. Doma material zpracovaval v obyvaku za zoufalych protestll své
matky, kdyz vidéla okolo volné béhat mravence.

Po nastupu do Ustavu parazitologie Ceskoslovenské akademie véd v Praze pokracoval ve
studiich a v roce 1959 obdrzel po tispésné obhajob¢ dizertacni prace o taxonomii a bionomii
parazitického fadu Anoplura Ceskoslovenska titul kandidata véd (CSc.). Na Ustavu parazi-
tologie zUstal jako védecky pracovnik. Pokracoval ve studiu ektoparasitl a pozdé&ji se stal
¢lenem virologické skupiny tstavu a Gi¢astnil se vyzkumu ptenosu a cirkulace virti pfenasenych
klistaty a komary (ARBO viry) v pfirozenych ohniscich. Béhem svych parazitologickych resp.
virologickych badani, které vedly samoziejmeé k fadé publikaci, sou¢asné pracoval a publikoval
v systematice hmyzu. V nasledujicich letech podnikl neséetné sbératelské exkurze v Cechéch,
na Moravé a na Slovensku. Mnohé z nich v Cechach byly s Janem Roubalem, jen se stal jeho
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radcem a byl ¢astym hostem i v jejich domé v Kuklenach. Od n¢ho se naucil mnohym zna-
lostem ve sbéru brouki a jejich ur¢ovani. Jeho druhym radcem se stal Dr. Vladimir Balthasar,
ktery byl na zacatku padesatych let asistentem na katedre biologie Lékarské fakulty v Hradci
Kralové a pozdéji se stal feditelem Prirodovédného muzea v Hradci Kralové. Mnohé exkurze
na Slovensko uskutecnil Ales s Ivanem Loblem, nékteré zcela nezapomenutelné, jako je tieba
zazitek neuvetitelného mnozstvi broukt ve velkém naplavu po zaplave na fece Hron blizko
Kamenného Mostu na jiznim Slovensku. Jeho otec ho doprovazel na mnoha sbératelskych
cestach na Slovensko, zejména do Remetskych Hamrt v pohofi Vihorlat, kterych se téz ucast-
nili O. Kavan a E. Lekes. Podle AleSovych slov byl sbér materialu na téchto mistech a v této
dobé jeden z nejlepsich, které kdy zazil. Jeho zahrani¢ni cesty v ¢asnych dobach sméfovaly
do Albanie (1958), a to béhem parazitologické expedice do této zemé, do Bulharska (1958),
Rakouska (1960 a 1965 s otcem a I. Loblem), Rumunska (1962 s otcem), Mad’arsko (1964
s I. Loblem a J. Jelinkem), Velké Britanie (1964 a 1966 s W. O. Steelem) a Némecka (1966
s G. A. Lohsem a G. Benickem).

Vroce 1967 ziskal postdoktorskeé stipendium v National Research Council of Canada v ento-
mologii na Entomology Research Institute v Ottawé. Béhem dvou let trvani tohoto stipendia
dokoncil velkou monografii,,Revision of the tribe Quediini of America north of Mexico®, ktera
byla publikovéana v roce 1971 v Ottawé¢. V této dob¢ provadél rozsahlé entomologické sbéry
témét ve vSech provinciich Kanady (kromé provincii Newfoundland a Maritimes) a v mnoha
statech zdpadnich USA (Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho, Arizona,
New Mexico, Montana) a na vychod¢ ve statech Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi a Lousiana.

Po navratu do Ceskoslovenska na podzim roku 1969 nastoupil v roce 1970 jako védecky
pracovnik do oddéleni entomologie Narodniho muzea v Praze. Jeho povinnosti se hlavné
tykaly systematiky, bionomie a zoogeografie broucich nadceledi Staphylinoidea a Adephaga.
Byl ¢lenem prvni entomologické expedice Narodniho muzea do Iranu v roce 1970.

Vroce 1971 se navratil do Kanady. Stal se védeckym pracovnikem Entomology Research
Institute v Ottawé a dostal na starost vodni brouky (zejména ¢eled’ Hydrophilidae) a celed’
Staphylinidae. Kromé vyzkumu taxonomie, fylogeneze a zoogeografie téchto skupin brouk
se téz ucastnil prace v National Identification Service zajistujici identifikaci v§ech vodnich
broukti a nékolika dalsich celedi. Na zadost poskytoval konzultace a expertizy ve specifickych
taxonomickych a pribuznych problémech a spolupracoval s etnymi védeckymi pracovniky
obdobného zaméfeni po celém svété. Pracoval po dobu 15 let jako kurator broukd Canadian
National Collection of Insects. I kdyz v roce 1999 odesel do dichodu, pokrac¢oval a dosud
pokracuje ve svém védeckém programu na téze instituci.

Co bylo také soucasti jeho prace? Od roku 1980 se zabyval faunou drabéikt (hlavné
podtribti Quediina a Staphylinina) jihovychodni Asie, zejména Ciny. Pii provadéni téchto
projektti pracoval v Japonsku (1980 spolu s I. Léblem a 1991) v nepalskych Himalajich (1981,
1982, 1983, 1984 spolu s . Loblem a 1985), v severnim Borneu (1987 spolu s 1. Loblem,
1988), na Taiwanu (1990, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1995) a v kontinentalni Cing (1994, 1996 spolu
s J. Farkacem a P. Kabatkem, 1998 spolu s J. Farkacem, D. Kralem a J. Schneiderem, 2000,
2002, 2005).

Nemohu nevzpomenout nase prvni setkani. Bylo to 19. Cervence 1994, v pozdnich vecer-
nich hodinéch, v patém patie hotelu Jiao Tong v Cheng Du, hlavnim mésté ¢inské provincie
Secuan. Spolu s D. Kralem jsme balili na cestu domt, kdyz se rozeznély pokojové dveie
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nekompromisnim zabusenim. Nasledovalo okamzité otevieni dvefi bez naseho vyzvani
a do naseho pokoje sebevédomé vkrocil chlap se slovy (Eesky): ,,SlySim tady ¢eStinu, jsem
tu dobie? ... ja jsem Ale§ Smetana, ahoj.” A bylo to. Nasledujici dvé ¢inské expedice jsme
absolvovali spolu v jednom stanu.

Na zéklad¢ nasbiraného materiadlu publikoval mnoho védeckych praci véetné velkych
monografii o drab¢ikovitych broucich podtribi Quediina Himalaji (1988) a Taiwanu (1995)
a fady praci o riznych ¢inskych druzich podtribti Quediina a Staphylinina (prvni fada ma
nyni 42 ¢asti, druha 24 ¢asti).

Je spolu se svym kamaradem Ivanem Loblem editorem Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera,
ze kterého bylo dosud publikovéano sedm dild. Jsem rad, Zze napad zrealizovat tento katalog,
jako piehled palearktické brouéi systematiky ke konci druhého milénia, vznikl v Praze, a ze
tento napad dokazali Ales s Ivanem dotdhnout do konce.

Ales je autorem nebo spoluautorem vice nez 388 publikaci, z nichz mnohé z nich jsou
velké taxonomické monografie uréitych skupin brouk.

Je ¢lenem Royal Entomological Society od London, Ceské spole¢nosti entomologické,
Asociacion Europea de Coleopterologia, Coleopterological Society of Japan a Wiener Coleo-
pterologen Verein. Ceska spoleénost entomologicka Alese Smetanu jmenovala v roce 1997
za mimoradné zasluhy za rozvoj entomologie a jeji popularizaci svym cestnym ¢lenem.

Ales si dobrou fyzickou kondici udrzuje pravidelné volejbalem (spolu s jeho tfemi syny
a dvéma vnoucaty jsou schopni sestavit uplny ,,tym Smetanti*), hodn¢ jezdi na kole a dosud

Mily Alesi, pfi nasich spole¢nych ¢inskych expedicich, nebo kdyz jsme pred ¢trnacti lety
na mé zahradce na Sttizkové v Praze, spolu s mym tatinkem, prof. K. Hirkou, dr. J. Jelinkem
amnoha dal$imi hledali v zahradnim sudu studené pivo, a také kdyz jsi se po spolecné veceti
v mém obyvaku v prazskych Repich zeptal Luciena Genesta, ktery brouk ho k nam ptivadi,
jsem pochopil vyznam atmosféry i co je to kamaradstvi. Mockrat ti za to dékuji. A k Tvym
leto$nim narozeninam Ti upfimné pieji pohodu, zdravi a spousty novych entomologickych
zazitkt. Honza.

Ale§ Smetana was born on April 6, 1931 in Hradec Kralové. After finishing primary school,
he attended eight classes of classical secondary school (= high school) in the same city. After
finishing school in 1950, he started studying at Charles University in Prague, Czech Republic,
and obtained his M.D. from the medical faculty of this university in 1956.

His interest in entomology started at a very tender age and was supported uncondition-
ally by his father MUDr. Oldfich Smetana. This support lasted until Ales left the country for
Canada. His father, a physician, was a bibliophile and after discovering Ale§’ entomological
tendencies, he immediately turned his interest to entomological literature and bought several
classical works for Ales, such as Reitter’s Fauna Germanica, Ganglbauer’s Kéfer von Mit-
teleuropa, etc. He also taught Ales about the importance of published data and how to handle
bibliographic records — knowledge that Ales used constantly during his career and that still
helps him in writing his brilliant entomological works.

Ales first collecting attempts started in the summer of 1941 and it is impossible to forget
his narration of his excitement with an improvised pitfall trap with a piece of meat, set in
their garden in Kukleny (a suburb of Hradec Kralov¢ at that time), in which he found a male
specimen of Carabus granulatus. Actually, that event may have been the reason that he

121



originally turned his attention to carabids, until he was enlightened by the staphylinids and
switched over to their study. He also fondly remembers a fairly long ski trip in January 1944
to a forest near Téchlovice, were he explored nests of Formica rufa. A large bag filled with
the interior of an ant nest, and containing many myrmecophiles including Quedius brevis, was
brought home and processed in the living room, amid the desperate protests of his mother,
who saw the ants running around.

After he joined the staff of the Institute of Parasitology of the Czechoslovak Academy
of Sciences in Prague, he continued his studies and obtained his CSc. degree in biology in
1959, successfully defending a thesis on the taxonomy and bionomics of the parasitic order
Anoplura of Czechoslovakia. He kept his appointment as a research scientist at the Institute
of Parasitology and continued studying Anoplura. Later, he joined the virological unit of
the Institute and was involved in research into the transmission and circulation of tick- and
mosquito-borne viruses (ARBO viruses) in natural foci. During his parasitological/virological
activities, resulting in a number of publications, he simultaneously worked and published
in insect systematics. In the following years he undertook countless collecting excursions
to Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia, many in Bohemia with Jan Roubal, who became his
mentor and was a frequent guest in the family’s house in Kukleny. From him he learned a lot
about collecting beetles and their identification. His second mentor became Dr. V. Balthasar,
who in the early fifties held the position of an assistant at the department of biology of the
Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Kralové and later became the director of the Natural History
Museum in Hradec Kralové. Many of the excursions in Slovakia were with Ivan Lobl, some
quite memorable, like the experience of collecting unbelievable masses of beetles in a huge
deposit of flood debris at the Hron river near Kamenny Most in southern Slovakia. His father
accompanied him on many collecting trips in Slovakia, particularly on those to Remetské
Hamre in Vihorlat in eastern Slovakia, together with O. Kavan and E. Lekes. Ales points out
that collecting there at that time was among the best he has ever experienced. The earlier
foreign trips included Albania (1958) organized by the Parasitological Institute, Bulgaria
(1958), Austria (1960 and 1965, with I. Lobl and his father), Romania (1962, with his father),
Hungary (1964, with 1. Lobl and J. Jelinek), Great Britain (1964 and 1966, with W. O. Steel),
and Germany (1966, with G. Lohse and G. Benick).

In 1967, he was awarded a National Research Council of Canada postdoctoral fellowship
in entomology at the Entomology Research Institute in Ottawa. During the two years tenure
of this fellowship he completed a large monograph “Revision of the tribe Quediini of America
north of Mexico”, which was published later in 1971 in Ottawa. Over that time, he did exten-
sive collecting in almost all provinces of Canada (except Newfoundland and the Maritimes),
and in many states of the western United States (Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California,
Nevada, Idaho Arizona, New Mexico, Montana), and in the east in Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia , Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana.

He returned to Czechoslovakia in the fall of 1969, and in 1970 joined the staff of the
Department of Entomology of the National Museum in Prague as a research scientist. His
responsibilities there were primarily concerned with the systematics, bionomics and zooge-
ography of the coleopterous groups Staphylinoidea and Adephaga. He was a member of the
National Museum’s first entomological expedition to Iran in 1970.

In 1971, he returned to Canada. He was appointed as a research scientist at the Entomology
Research Institute in Ottawa with responsibilities for aquatic Coleoptera (particularly the
family Hydrophilidae) and the family Staphylinidae. In addition to the research in taxonomy,
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phylogeny and zoogeography of these groups of beetles, he also participated in the National
Identification Service, providing identifications of all aquatic and several non-aquatic families
of beetles. Upon request, he provided consultations and expertise in specific taxonomic and
related problems and cooperated with numerous scientists in his field all over the world. He
was for about 15 years Curator of the Coleoptera part of the Canadian National Collection
of Insects. He retired from service in 1999, but continued and still continues to work on his
scientific programme (see below) at the same institution.

What were his further activities? Since 1980 he became quite interested in the staphylinid
fauna (particularly of the subtribes Quediina and Staphylinina) of southeast Asia, particularly
of China. In pursuing these projects, he worked in Japan (1980, together with 1. Lobl, and
1991), in the Nepal Himalaya (1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, together with 1. Lobl, and in 1985),
in northern Borneo (1987 together with 1. Lobl, 1988), in Taiwan (1990, 1991, 1992, 1994,
1995) and in mainland China: (1994, 1996 together with J. Farka¢ and P. Kabatek, 1998
together with J. Farkac¢. D. Kral and J. Schneider), 2000, 2002, 2005. I must mention our first
encounter. It was on July 19, 1994, late evening, on the 5" floor of the hotel Jiao Tong in Cheng
Du, the capital of the Chinese province of Sichuan, when David Kral and I were packaging
our belongings to leave for home, when suddenly we heard a pounding on the door. A man
entered assertively without invitation and said (in Czech): ”I heard Czech language. Am I at
the right place here? ... Hello, my name is Ale§ Smetana”. And everything was settled. On
our next two Chinese expeditions, we shared a tent.

He and other researchers published many papers based on material Ales collected, inclu-
ding large monographs on the staphylinid subtribe Quediina of the Himalaya (1988) and of
Taiwan (1995) and many papers on various Chinese members of the subtribes Quediina and
Staphylinina (the first and second series by now in 42 and 24 parts, respectively).

Together with his friend Ivan Lobl, he is the coeditor of the Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleo-
ptera, seven volumes of which were published so far. I am happy that the idea to organize
this catalogue as a comprehensible summary of the systematics of Palacarctic Coleoptera at
the end of the second millennium originated in Prague, and that Ale§ and Ivan were able to
carry the idea through.

Ales is the author or joint author of about 388 publications, many of which are large taxo-
nomic monographs of certain groups of beetles.

He is a fellow of the Royal Entomological Society of London and a member of the
Asociacion Europea de Coleopterologia, Coleopterological Society of Japan, and Wiener
Coleopterologen Verein. In 1997, in recognition of his extraordinary contributions to the
development and popularization of entomology, the Czech Entomological Society elected
him as an honorary member.

He is trying to keep himself physically fit, he is still playing volleyball on a regular basis
(together with his three sons and two grandchildren they can put together a complete “Smetana
team”), he does a lot of cycling, and still enjoys driving high performance cars.

Dear Ales, during our Chinese expeditions, or when we, together with my father, Professor
K. Hurka, Dr. J. Jelinek and many others, searched for cold beer in a barrel in our garden, or
when you asked Lucien Genest what beetle he brought to us in Repy, Prague, I understood
the meaning of real friendship. Thank you very much for this. At the opportunity of the
anniversary you enjoy this year, I am sincerely wishing you well-being, excellent health end
numerous new entomological experiences. Honza.

Jan Farkac
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Jako kdybych byl malomocny: stafi znami se mi vyhybali v obavé, ze by mohli byt
obvinéni ze styku s protistatnimi zivly, coz v padesatych letech v lepsim ptipadé mohlo jen
podryt jejich spolecenské postaveni, v hor§im ohrozit jejich existenci. Bylo to v roce 1954,
kdy uz ale byl nejosttejsi politicky teror na ustupu. Pfesto jsem s matkou potieboval povoleni
ministerstva vnitra k tomu, abychom se mohli pfestéhovat z Dvora Kralové nad Labem do
blizkého Hradce Kralové. Tehdy bylo jesté asi jedno procento obyvatel republiky uvéznéné,
nebo v pracovnich taborech ¢i néjakym zpisobem postizené.

V Hradci Kralové se ma matka sezndmila podivnou a $tastnou shodou okolnosti s manzely
Barbierovymi, ktefi se pratelili s rodinou MUDr. Oldficha Smetany, tatinka AleSe. Tato rodina
ocividné patfila k oné nepocetné frakci intelektuall, ktefi zastali vérni svym idealtim a etice,
a to 1 za cenu moznych nepfijemnosti. Netrvalo dlouho a ja sedél v pracovné Alese. Bylo to
jako v Jifikové€ vidéni. Ales mi ochotné ukazoval své oblibené Philonthusy a Gabriusy ulozené
v baterii krabic, vS§e vzorné vypreparované a urovnané. Jeho sbirka byla pro mne naprosto
neskutecna, nic podobného jsem predtim nevidél. Prilezitostné jsme se pak setkavali. Ales§
nedal nikdy najevo, ze bych toho mél védét vice, 1épe ovladat techniky sbéru a preparace,
cizi jazyky, nebo zZe mné chybi teoretické védomosti. Byl tehdy jest¢ studentem mediciny.
Nikdy nepochopim, jak zvladl naro¢né studium soucasné s intenzivnim zajmem o entomologii,
sbiranim, publikovanim, ptipravou drab&ikovitych k vydani ve Fauné CSR, sportovanim, a to
vSe bez toho, aby by mu to néjak omezilo normalni spole¢ensky Zivot.

Ales mé také seznamil se starSimi entomology, z nichz na me svoji osobnosti zcela zv1ast’
zapusobil prof. Jan Roubal, nejen vzacnou vSestrannosti a hlubokym odporem ke komunistic-
kému rezimu. J. Roubal m¢ imponoval i svoji postavou, dynamikou, ale i schopnosti spolykat
vielou polévku. Zacatkem Cervna roku 1954 jsme s AleSem jiz poprvé spolecné sbirali. Bylo
to v doubravé u Hradku u Nechanic. Tam nalezeni Hesperus rufipennis a hlavné Trichonyx
sulcicollis rozhodli o mé entomologické orientaci. Nasledovaly dalsi spole¢né exkurze do okoli
Hradce. Ale$ nemél v povaze nechat si ,,dobra“ mista jen pro sebe, s naprostou samoziej-
mosti sdilel své zkuSenosti a védomosti. Zvlast pamatna pak byla cesta na vychodni a jizni
Slovensko v kvétnu 1955, kterou jsme podnikli spolu s jeho tatinkem. Tehdy jesté pesticidy
a podobné moderni vymozenosti neexistovaly: louky a pastviny byvaly entomologickym
rajem i v bezprostiedni blizkosti sidlist. Hned za nadrazim Michalan byla vlhka louka, na
které jsme si mohli Gspésné ,,zapracovat™ do odjezdu vlaku na Kralovsky Chlmec. Byl tam
i Polystichus connexus. Prvniho mi daroval MUDr. Smetana v domnéni, ze je to bézny druh.
Ale§ nepohnul ani brvou, 1 kdyz ho to nemohlo nemrzet. K vyvrcholeni sbéru doslo 5. kvétna,
kdyz jsme narazili na Cerstvy naplav, ktery prekryval zaplavenou prolaklinu blizko Hronu.
Brouci se na ném jen hemzili a jak jsme se naplavu dotkli, pielézali na nas, az do vlast. Bylo
to jedine¢né, nejen nasbiranymi Chlaenius decipiens, Pterostichus cylindricus, kompletni
sbirkou Lathrobium, Achenium atd., ale také tim, Ze jsme si po pas ve studené vodé ovéfili
moznost piekonat zdkony termodynamiky pouhym nadsenim.

Mam v paméti vryté daldi p&kné exkurze, zvlasté na Cergov v roce 1959, pak spolu s
Josefem Jelinkem do jizniho Mad’arska v roce 1964, kde se nam mimo jiné podatilo za sou-
mraku utabofit pod kiizem poutniho mista v domnéni, ze jsme mimo civilizaci. O rok nato
jsme se vypravili za endemity rakouskych Alp, kam cesta vedla pies vinné sklepy méstecka
Retz. V Rakousku mé Ales zachranil nahradnimi pinzetami, kdyz se mé vytratily nenapadnou
dirou v kapse. Jak to ¢asto byva, osud nas kazdého pozd¢ji zaval jinam, Alese do Ottawy,
mne do Zenevy. V roce 1980 jsme se po delsi dobé sesli v Tokyu. Jestd jsem nezvladl druhé
pivo a uz ptisel s navrhem na spole¢nou expedici do Nepalu. Z jedné expedice byly nakonec
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Ales s otcem Oldiichem, 1942. Ale$ with his father Oldfich, 1942.

tfi. Nemyslim, ze bych s nékym jinym zvladl brodéni po kolena ve sné¢hu s pytli prosevii na
zadech a s vyhlidkou na nejelementarnéjsi pohodli v nejbliz§ich tydnech nahrazenou recitaty
fimskych a feckych klasikli. Druha nepalska cesta vedla okolo Annapurny: téch pfiblizné
360 km chtize zah4jil Ale$ novymi botami, které se z pocatku zdaly byt vhodné. I tu se ukazalo,
ze pevna vule piekona pevnou kiizi. Na jedné z nepalskych pouti mé opét zachranil Ales svym
nahradnim prosivadlem a s eklektory, moje se ztratily nékde mezi Patizi a Delhi.
predpoklady tspéchu v nasi uzké spolupraci na katalogu palearktickych brouk.
Je mi cti, Ze mohu s AleSem na tomto dile spolupracovat.

As if T was a leper: old friends avoided me, anxious not to be accused of contact with
“traitorous elements”, as the official terminology defined so many of us, an accusation that
may have threatened their existence. This was in 1954 when the most severe political terror
had already passed. Nevertheless, my mother and I needed a special permit to move from
Dvir Kralové nad Labem to the nearby Hradec Kralové. At that time about one percent of the
population of Czechoslovakia was in prisons, gulags, or had suffered in various ways.

By extraordinary chance, in Hradec Kralové my mother met the Barbiers, friends of the
parents of Ales. The Smetana family was one of a minority of intellectuals that kept their
ideals and ethics, even if they were a cause of trouble. In a short time I was invited around
by the Smetanas and found myself in Ales’s home study. Being in front of drawers full of
admirably mounted Philonthus and Gabrius, and many other beetles, was like a dream. His
study was for me a wonderland; I have never seen anything like it before. After that, we saw
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each other occasionally. Ales never let me feel that he was superior in knowledge, or a better
master of techniques or languages, or that I had any kind of gaps of knowledge. At that time
he was still a medical student. I am even now unable to understand how he mastered his
university studies while intensively collecting and identifying beetles, publishing numerous
papers and preparing the Staphylininae volume of the Fauna CSR series for publication, all
this without limiting his social life and sports. Ales also introduced me to older entomologists.
The most impressive among whom was Prof. Jan Roubal, for his universal knowledge, exalted
character, capacity to swallow almost boiling soup, and obvious aversion to communism. As
early as June 1954, Ales took me on our first excursion. It was at Hradek at Nechanice where
we collected Hesperus rufipennis and in particular Trichonyx sulcicollis, which decided my
future orientation in entomology. Several other excursions followed. Ales shared quite natu-
rally his field experiences, like the knowledge of good sites. Particularly memorable was a
trip to eastern and southern Slovakia, in May 1955, with his father, Dr. Oldfich Smetana. At
that time pesticides and other similar modern “improvements” were non-existent: meadows
and pastures even close to habitations were still a kind of paradise for entomologists, with
respect to diversity of species. So, while waiting for our train to Kralovsky Chlmec, Ale§’s
father found a Polystichus connexus in a meadow just behind Michalany railway station. He
gave me the specimen, the first [ had ever seen, believing it was a common species. Though
displeased, Ale§ made no comment. The culmination of the trip was on May 5, when we
came to a pond near Hron. It was covered with floating debris literally full of beetles which
climbed over us as we touched it. This was unique not only for the Chlaenius decipiens, Pte-
rostichus cylindricus, an almost complete collection of Lathrobium, a number of Achenium,
etc. that we collected, but also for a demonstration that even in pretty cold water, the laws of
thermodynamics may be overcome by enthusiasm. A number of other delightful trips together
are implanted in my memory, especially to Cergov in 1959 and in 1964 with Josef Jelinek
to southern Hungary. At Mariagiid, where we arrived during the night, we managed to camp
under a cross on a shrine. The next year we took our chances with Alpine endemics in Austria,
via wine cellars in Retz, near the Moravian border. Ales rescued me in Austria with his spare
forceps, as mine continually disappeared through a hole in a pocket.

As so often happens, fate separated us for some time. Ales started a new life in Ottawa, I in
Geneva. We met again in Tokyo in 1980. Before having finished our second Japanese beer
we had already talked about an expedition to Nepal. Eventually, from one, there were three
Himalayan trips. I doubt that there is anyone else with whom I would have been able to cross
steep slopes in deep snow, with a rucksack filled with bags of sieved samples, and with the
prospect of elementary comfort replaced by recitations from Roman and Greek classics. Our
second trip led around Annapurna. Ales began the walk of approximately 360 km and over
5000 m range of altitude with shoes that were useful only at the beginning of the trail. Here
he demonstrated that strong will masters robust leather. He saved me again on one of our
Nepal trips with his spare sifters and extractors, as mine got lost somewhere between Paris
and Delhi, and on another one by fishing out my glasses, dropped in a torrent. A firm will,
a good dose of stoicism and a sense of humour were probably also the main prerequisites for
success in our common work on the Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera.

Collaboration with him was and is a privilege for me.

Ivan Lobl
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