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Confirmed occurrence of Ancistronycha abdominalis (Coleoptera: Cantharidae)
in Slovakia

Potvrzeni vyskytu Ancistronycha abdominalis (Coleoptera: Cantharidae)
na Slovensku
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Coleoptera, Cantharidae, central Europe, Slovakia, distribution

Abstract. The first verified record of a soldier beetle Ancistronycha abdominalis (Fabricius, 1798) from Slovakia
is presented. Several dubious published records are discussed.

The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (Kazantsev & Brancucci 2007) listed Ancistrony-
cha abdominalis (Fabricius, 1798) from western, central, and eastern Europe (Great Britain,
Spain, Andorra, France, Germany, Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland, Italy, Poland, Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania, and Bulgaria). The origin of the Slovak record is
unclear, because Svihla (1993) reported this scarce species from Slovakia with a question
mark, as a dubious or not documented record from Slovakia in the last checklist of beetles of
former Czechoslovakia, and there has been no verified find since (V. Svihla, pers. comm.).

There are some published data on 4. abdominalis in faunistic papers from Slovakia, e.g.
in Majzlan (1998, 2010) or Majzlan et al. (2000). Unfortunately, the species spectrum of
Cantharidae in these papers is so strange that doubts about the exact identification of some
species including A. abdominalis are very strong. Moreover, the authors reported only numbers
of specimens without providing their sexes, although identification of this species is only
possible using male genitalia, while females cannot be separated from the closely related
A. occipitalis (Rosenhauer, 1847) (see Kazantsev 2005).

Material examined. Slovakia, Mald Fatra Mts., Vratna dolina (6780), 29.v.1988, 1 3,
P. Hesoun leg., L. Dvorék det. et coll., V. Svihla revid.
The first verified record (= confirmed occurrence) from Slovakia.
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SOUHRN

Ackoliv je Ancistronycha abdominalis (Fabricius, 1798) uvadéna ze Slovenska i v kata-
logu palearktickych broukt (Kazantsev & Brancucci 2007), spolehliva data nebyla dosud
k dispozici. Svihla (1993) uvadi tento druh ze Slovenska pouze s otaznikem jako sporny
&i nedolozeny udaj a spolehliva data mu nejsou znama (V. Svihla, pers. comm.).

Publikovana data ze Slovenska (Majzlan 1998, 2010, ¢i Majzlan et al. 2000) jsou sporné-
ho a nejasného ptvodu. Zde predkladany nalez samce predstavuje prvni spolehlivy udaj ze
Slovenska. Potvrzeni vyskytu Ancistronycha abdominalis na Slovensku.



