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First records of Spathochus coeyi from Cyprus and Teretrius (Neotepetrius) parasita 
from Greece (Coleoptera: Histeridae)
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Abstract. Two histerid species, Spathochus coeyi Marseul, 1864 and Teretrius (Neotepetrius) parasita (Marseul, 
1862) are for the first time reported for the faunas of Cyprus and Greece, respectively.

The myrmecophilous species Spathochus coeyi Marseul, 1864 occurs in spring in ant colo-
nies of Tapinoma transcaucasica Karavaiev, 1927 and Cataglyphis viaticus (Fabricius, 1787) 
(Kryzhanovskij & Reichardt 1976) and has hitherto been reported from Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Iran, Turkey, Syria and Israel (Mazur 1997). I have examined two female specimens of this 
species collected recently from Cyprus, 4 km NE of Limassol, Germasogeia, 34°43,574'N, 
33°04,395'E, 141 m, 6.iv.2008, M. Švarc lgt., T. Lackner det., coll. M. Švarc (Liberec). Accor-
ding to the collector, both specimens were found in an ant nest of Tapinoma sp. Occurrence 
of this species in Cyprus is not surprising, since it shares biogeographic affinities to both 
Anatolia and the Levant, where this species is known to occur. First record from Cyprus.

The predaceous subcortical species Teretrius (Neotepetrius) parasita (Marseul, 1862) 
is widespread in south-western Europe (France: Corsica, Italy: Sardinia, Portugal, Spain; 
Yélamos & Lackner 2007), the Near East (Syria) and Africa (Sudan, Ethiopia and Senegal) 
(Mazur 1997). This species has been found also in Yemen (Penati & Vienna 2006), Morocco 
(T. Lackner, pers. observ.) and Israel (T. Lackner et al., in prep.). I have recently identified 
one female specimen belonging to this species from Greece, 35 km W of Lamia, Makrakomi 
env., 25.v.2007, K. Rébl lgt., T. Lackner det., coll. K. Rébl (Nové Strašecí). Species Tere-
trius (Neotepetrius) parasita occurs in tunnels and galleries under bark of deciduous trees, 
especially oaks (Quercus spp.) (T. Lackner, pers. observ.) and is reported to prey upon larvae 
of the bostrichid species Sinoxylon sexdentatum (Olivier, 1790) as well as other species of 
Bostrichidae (Coleoptera) (Kovarik & Caterino 2005). First record from Greece.
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Zhrnutie

Dva druhy čeľade Histeridae, Spathochus coeyi Marseul, 1864 a Teretrius (Neotepetrius) 
parasita (Marseul, 1862) sú v tomto článku po prvý raz uvedené pre faunu Cypru a Grécka. 
Myrmekofilný druh Spathochus coeyi Marseul, 1864 sa vyskytuje vzácne na jar v kolóniách 
mravcov Tapinoma transcaucasica Karavaiev, 1927 a Cataglyphis viaticus (Fabricius, 1787), 
a je známy z nasledujúcich krajín: Azerbajdžanu, Gruzínska, Iránu, Turecka, Sýrie a Izraela. 
Ide o nový druh pre faunu Cypru. Druh Teretrius (Neotepetrius) parasita (Marseul, 1862) sa 
vyskytuje v juho-západnej Európe (Francúzsko: Korzika, Taliansko: Sardínia, Portugalsko, 
Španielsko), Maroku, Afrike (Senegal, Etiópia a Sudán), Sýrii, Izraeli a Jemene. Žije pod 
kôrou listnatých stromov, hlavne dubov, kde prenasleduje larvy xylofágneho hmyzu, napr. 
zástupcov čeľade Bostrichidae (Coleoptera). Ide o nový druh pre faunu Grécka.


