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Zomrel docent RNDr. Jan Patocka, DrSec.

Dr. Jan Patocka has died

Dna 13. marca 2009 nas po kratkej chorobe opustil vyni-
kajuci lepidopteroldg doc. RNDr. Jan Patocka, DrSc., Cestny
¢len Slovenskej a Ceskej entomologickej spolo¢nosti.

Narodil sa 25. septembra 1925 ako prvy z dvoch synov
v rodine operného spevaka v Ceskych Budé&joviciach. V rod-
nom meste absolvoval zékladnu skolu a redlne gymnazium.
Pestra priroda juznych Ciech i kontakt s jeho uéitelmi, vybor-
nymi znalcami prirody, najmé s prof. Leontinom Bat'om,
prehlbovali jeho vztah k prirode a hlavne k motyl'om. Preto
bolo prirodzené, ze sa rozhodol pre stidium biologie na Pri-
rodovedeckej fakulte Karlovej univerzity v Prahe. Absolvoval
ho aZ po vojne a v r. 1948 ziskal titul RNDr.

Kratko nato v r. 1949 odisiel na Slovensko, do Banskej
Stiavnice, kde za¢al pracovat’ na Vyskumnych ustavoch les-
nickych. Na novom stredoslovenskom pracovisku sa sformoval mlady kolektiv zanietenych
entomologov a ekologov — Ing. M. Capek, K. Charvat, RNDr. V. Pasek, RNDr. J. Patocka,
F. J. Turcek. V povojnovom obdobi sa vo svete zvysil zaujem o vyskum lesov a ich ochranu.
Treba povedat’, ze banskostiavnicka skupina zachytila tento svetovy trend a jej ¢lenovia sa
dokonca stali lidrami vo viacerych oblastiach vyskumov lesného hmyzu a jeho prirodzenych
nepriatelov. Jan Patocka publikoval v kratkom casovom slede z4sadné prace o motyloch
viazanych na topole, duby a jedle. Ani v sucasnosti neboli tieto prace vo viacerych aspektoch
prekonané. V roku 1962 Jan Patoc¢ka obhajil dizertatnu pracu venovant kuklam motylov
Skodiacich na duboch a v roku 1964 sa habilitoval na Lesnickej fakulte Vysokej Skoly les-
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financovaného zo stipendia Alexandra von Humboldta v Mnichove v r. 1964-1965. V tom
obdobi sa jeho Vyskumny ustav lesného hospodarstva prestahoval do Zvolena, kde Jan
Patocka pokracoval v §tidiu vztahov medzi motyl'mi a ich hostitel'skymi drevinami. V roku
1970 uspesne obhdjil doktorskt dizertacnu pracu na Prirodovedeckej fakulte Univerzity
Komenského v Bratislave. Praca bola zamerana na biondmiu, ekolégiu a taxondmiu motylov
(Lepidoptera) zijucich na jedli.

Uvedené tvorivé obdobie bolo prerusené politickou normalizaciou, ktora ukoncila sI'ubne
sa rozvijajtici obrodny proces v Ceskoslovensku. Jan Patocka sa dostal na zoznam politicky
nespol'ahlivych osob a jeho tlohy (projekty) tykajuce sa vyskumu lesnych motyl'ov boli zru-
Sené. Mal zakazané publikovanie, pedagogick ¢innost’, medzinarodné kontakty a zastaveny
sluzobny postup. Titul DrSc. napriek tspesnej obhajobe mu neudelili. Ako zanieteny vedec sa
vSak nevzdal a neustale sa pokusal zverejnovat’ svoje prace. NieCo sa mu podarilo, dokonca
pod pseudonymami ¢i pod menom svojho kolegu, ale nie¢o nie. Napr. rozsiahly rukopis
monografie o motyl'och na duboch, ktory uz bol pripraveny vo vydavatel'stve do tlace, zostal

153



nepublikovany. Napriek tomu pokracoval v intenzivnej vyskumnej praci a ziskané udaje sa
na zaciatku 21 storocia stali podkladom pre niekol’ko vyznamnych vedeckych ¢lankov.

V roku 1989 nastupil uz ako déchodca do zamestnania na Giastkovy uvizok na Ustav
ekologie lesa SAV vo Zvolene. Zmena spolocenskych pomerov mu priniesla akademické
slobody a nové moznosti publikovania v zahrani¢i. V roku 1990 sa kone¢ne dockal udelenia
titulu DrSc. Na novom pracovisku naplno rozbehol svoje aktivity. Kazdoro¢ne odpublikoval
niekol’ko vedeckych prac o kuklach jednotlivych taxonomickych skupin motyl'ov, venoval
sa ekologii, bionémii, faunistike i ochrane motyl'ov. Ochotne pomahal mladsim kolegom,
determinoval mnoZstvo materialu pre domacich aj zahrani¢nych entomolégov, zoznamoval
mladych so skusenymi $pecialistami. Zic¢astnil sa (vd¢Sinou na pozvanie) na viacerych
zahrani¢nych vedeckych podujatiach. V tomto obdobi mu vyslo niekol’ko rozsiahlejsich
monografickych prac o kuklach motyl'ov, v r. 1999 knizna publikacia o skodcoch dubov a ich
prirodzenych nepriatel'och. Najvyznamnejsim ocenenim jeho celozivotnej prace bola ponuka
danskeho vydavatel'stva Apollo Books na suborné vydanie vysledkov jeho stadii o kuklach
stredoeurdpskych motylov. Kniha vysla v dvoch zvizkoch v r. 2005. Po ukonceni prac na
knihe, ktora vycerpala vSetky domace zdroje kukiel, sa zapojil popri domacich projektoch
do programu EU SYNTHESYS, kde ziskal dva cestovné granty a v roku 2007 vo veku
81 rokov navstivil mizea v Leidene, Amsterdame a Budapesti. V tom istom roku sa stdva
aj zamestnancom Ceské zem&délské univerzity v Prahe, Fakulty lesnické a environmentalni
(od 1.7.2007 Fakulty lesnické a dfevaiské), kde sa podiel’al na rieseni vyskumnych projektov
a d’alej intenzivne pracoval na materiale kukiel motyl'ov ziskanom prostrednictvom programu
SYNTHESYS. Vydania poslednych dvoch monografii (o ekoldgii a bionomii slovenskych
motylov a o motyloch v biotopoch Natura 2000) pripravenych na Ustave ekologie lesa,
ktorych rukopisy boli odovzdané do tlace v r. 2009 sa uz, zial’, nedozil.

Po revolucii sa venoval aj pedagogickej praci, a to na Fakulte ekoldgie a environmentalistiky
Technickej univerzity vo Zvolene a v rokoch 2007-2009 aj na Fakulté lesnické a environ-
mentélni/dievaiské Ceské zemédélské univerzity v Prahe.

Docent Patocka bol podl'a nasej evidencie na Ustave ekolégie lesa SAV autorom alebo
spoluautorom 220 vedeckych a odbornych prac. Niekol’ko manuskriptov sa okrem toho este
nachadza v redakciach vedeckych ¢asopisov.

Docent Patocka bol medzinarodne uznavany vedec. Vyznamne rozsiril poznatky vo via-
cerych oblastiach entomolégie a ekologie. V prvom rade treba uviest’ jeho obrovsky prinos
k poznaniu morfoldgie hiisenic a kukiel motyl'ov. Vytvoril determinac¢né kIi¢e na husenice
motylov viazanych na dolezité lesné dreviny strednej Eurdpy a na kukly takmer vSetkych
¢eladi motylov, ktoré sa u nas vyskytuji. Tieto prace maju uplatnenie nielen pri uréovani
motylov, ale aj v taxondmii. Poukazal na odlisnosti v morfoldgii kukiel niektorych podla
vtedajsich systémov kongenerickych druhov motylov; tieto druhy boli skuto¢ne na zaklade
naslednych podrobnych studii zaradené do odlisnych rodov. Naopak iné druhy s podobnymi
kuklami navrhol zaradit’ do spolo¢nych rodov, o sa taktiez potvrdilo. Zasluzil sa o opisanie
niekol’kych novych druhov motyl'ov pre vedu. Okrem morfologickych opisov zistil resp.
spresnil biondmiu mnohych druhov motyl'ov a objasnil pésobenie stanovistno-klimatickych
podmienok na ich abundan¢nti dynamiku. Mimoriadne cenné su jeho vysledky o konzorci-
ach motylov na viacerych druhoch hostitel'skych rastlin, najmé na lesnych drevinach (na
topol'och, duboch a jedli bielej). Viedol riesitel'ské timy, ktoré charakterizovali aj iné skupiny
hmyzu viazané na lesné dreviny, najmé na duby a jedl'u. Je samozrejmé, ze pri tak rozsiahlej
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¢innosti a praci v teréne v mnohych regionoch ziskal mnozstvo novych tdajov o distribucii
stoviek druhov motyl'ov v strednej Europe; viaceré druhy nasiel na Slovensku ako prvy. Pri
studiu motylov a d’alSieho hmyzu viazané¢ho na lesné dreviny aplikoval svoje poznatky aj
do lesnickej praxe. Vypracoval origindlne metoddy kontroly skodcov v lesnom hospodarstve
a ochrany proti nim. Jeho vysledky nasli uplatnenie aj v ochrane prirody. Najma v poslednych
rokoch, ked’ vzrastol zaujem $tatnej ochrany prirody aj o vzacne druhy motylov, podielal
sa na projektoch a spravach o ohrozenych motyl'och a ich vyskyte v chranenych oblastiach
a biotopoch Natura 2000.

Docent Patoc¢ka mal pre vedeckt pracu, ktor vykonaval, mimoriadne osobné predpokla-
dy. Mal vynikajicu pamét’, aj po rokoch poznal identifika¢né detaily imaga, htisenice alebo
kukly, ktort videl raz v zivote. Takisto si pamétal podrobnosti o vyvine nejakej husenice,
ktort choval niekedy davno. Vzdy prekypoval pracovnym elanom, ¢i uz to bolo v teréne, pri
binokulari alebo pri tvorbe rukopisu. Vedel u¢inne pomoct, nadchnut’ a povzbudit’ mladych,
poradit’ im, zoznamit’ ich so skisenejsimi odbornikmi doma aj v zahranici. Bol chlapcensky
priamy, priatel'sky a tolerantny. Mal vynikajuce rodinné zdzemie, milujlicu manzelku, ktora
mu bola vel’kou oporou aj v ¢asoch prenho najhorsich a tri deti — jedného syna a dve dcéry.

Jeho odchodom sme stratili vynikajiicu osobnost’ vedca, entomoldga a ekoldga, ale aj
nev§edného laskavého Cloveka.

Cest’ jeho pamiatke!
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Respected and distinguished lepideptorologist, an honorary Fellow of the Slovak and the
Czech Entomological Society, Dr. Jan Patocka died on March 13, 2009.

Born in the town of Ceské Budé&jovice (Southern Bohemia) on September 25, 1925, he
obtained his primary and secondary education in the same town. After graduating from Charles
University in Prague, Faculty of Natural Sciences (1945-1948), he immediately completed
his doctorate (RNDr.) at the same university.

In 1949 he started working at the newly established Forest Research Institute in the town of
Banska Stiavnica. This working place was the first such oriented in Central Slovakia, and Jan
Patoc¢ka belonged to a team of young, enthusiastic entomologists and ecologists — M. Capek,
K. Charvat, V. Pasek, and F. J. Turéek, who began to study forest insects and their preda-
tors. In a short time, Jan Patocka published several important works focused on Lepidoptera
associated with poplar, oak and fir. In 1962 Jan Patocka defended his Ph.D. (CSc.) thesis
on the pupae of Lepidopteran pests of oak trees, and in 1964 he successfully presented his
habilitation thesis at the Faculty of Forestry of the University of Forestry and Wood Sciences
in Zvolen. A subsequent stay in Munich in 1964-1965 funded by an Alexander von Humboldt
scholarship provided him with a large amount of new information and many incentives for
further working on the issue. At that time, his home institution (Research Institute of Forest
Management) moved to Zvolen where Jan Patoc¢ka continued his studies of the relationships
between Lepidoptera and their woody host plants. In the 1970, he successfully defended his
DrSc. thesis at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Commenius University in Bratislava.
The thesis dealt with bionomy, ecology and taxonomy of Lepidoptera associated with fir.

This creative period was interrupted by post-1968 events in the former Czechoslovakia.
Jan Patocka was blacklisted by the communist regime and his projects dealing with forest
Lepidoptera were halted. He was prohibited from publishing, teaching activities, keeping in
touch with colleagues abroad, and his career progress was stopped. Nevertheless, he continued
to work hard and the data he gathered in the subsequent decades came to fruition in several
papers published only at the beginning of the 21* century.

In 1989, Dr. Patocka began to work part-time at the Institute of Forest Ecology in Zvolen.
Shortly after the Velvet Revolution in 1989, he started to teach again at the Faculty of Ecology
and Environment of the Technical University in Zvolen (1990-1993). He could also profit
from the newly regained academic liberty and publish abroad again. Several rather extensive
monographs on Lepidoptera pupae appeared in print together with a book on oak pests and
their natural enemies (1999). The most important appraisal of his life-long work came from
the Danish publishing house Apollo Books, as they offered him to publish his results on the
pupae of Central European Lepidoptera. The book was issued in two volumes in 2005. He
was also awarded two travel grants by the EU program SYNTHESY'S and visited museums
in Leiden, Amsterdam and Budapest as an 81-year old in 2007. In the same year, he became
an employee of the Czech University of Life Sciences in Prague, Faculty of Forestry and
Wood Sciences, where he continued his research of the lepidopteran pupae obtained during
the SYNTHESYS trips. Unfortunately, he died before seeing his last two monographs, dealing
with the ecology and bionomics of Slovak Lepidoptera and with Lepidoptera in Natura 2000
habitats, in press. Both manuscripts were submitted for publication in 2009.

According to our records at the Institute of Forest Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Sci-
ences, Dr. Patocka authored or co-authored 220 scientific papers and research reports.
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Dr. Patocka was an internationally recognised and respected scientist. He made determi-
nation keys for the larvae of Lepidoptera associated with important forest trees in Central
Europe and for the pupae of most Central-European Lepidoptera species. Particularly valuable
are his findings on the assemblages of Lepidoptera on several host plant species, especially
forest trees (poplars, oaks, white fir). He collected a large amount of data on the distribution
of several hundreds of Lepidoptera species in Central Europe and used his knowledge also
in forest management and nature conservation.

Dr. Patocka was always hard working, friendly and ready to help his colleagues. We all
have lost not only an outstanding scientist, entomologist and ecologist, but also a remarkable,
kind-hearted man.

Jan Kulfan & Marek Tur¢ani
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