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K sedmdesatinam RNDr. Ivana Lobla
Ivan Lobl 70 years old

Ivan Lobl se narodil 20. kvétna 1937 v Bra-
tislavé. Obecnou a povinnou stfedni skolu absol-
voval v Praze a ve Dvofte Kralové nad Labem, kam
byl pfesteéhovany s matkou rozhodnutim policie.
Po skonceni povinné Skolni dochazky pracoval
od roku 1952 do roku 1955 jako délnik v textil-
nich a v chemickych tovarnach (Juta 03 a Tiba-
Vorlech ve Dvote Kralové nad Labem), od 1éta
1954 do 1éta 1955 zil v Hradci Kralové a pracoval
ve Fotochemé. V 1ét¢ roku 1955 se prestéhoval
do Bratislavy, kde v roce 1957 odmaturoval
na Jedenactileté stfedni Skole v Krasnanech.
Po maturité zustal témét dva roky bez zaméstnani,
protoze si ho nikde netroufali zaméstnat z politic-
kych divoda kvuli odsouzenému otci.

Od roku 1959 do roku 1962 pracoval jako
preparator v Okresnim muzeu v Trnavé. Mél
Stésti na svého vedouciho. Byl jim znamy ichtyo-
log Juraj Hol¢ik, zak Oty Olivy. V této dobé¢ si
odslouzil i zakladni vojenskou prezenéni sluzbu.
Dalsi jeho kroky smétovaly na Pfirodovédeckou
fakultu Komenského univerzity v Bratislave, kde také kratce po dokonceni dalkového studia
v letech 1962 az 1968 obhajil doktorat. V dob¢ vysokoskolskych studii pracoval jako asistent
v Entomologickem oddéleni Slovenského narodniho muzea v Bratislavé. Emigrace na podzim
roku 1968 rozhodla o jeho dal$im pracovnim ptisobisti. Na vice nez tficet let se jim stalo Mu-
séum d’histoire naturelle v Zenevé, kde piisobil v letech 1968 az 1992 jako védecky pracovnik
a od roku 1992 jako vedouci entomologického oddéleni. Spolupracoval také s Zenevskou
univerzitou. Vedl zde i jednu doktorskou praci. Od ¢ervna roku 1999 je v penzi.

O hmyz se zacal zajimat jiz jako dité a ve dvanacti letech zacal se sbérem broukti a motyla.
Velky vliv na n¢j mélo seznameni v Hradci Kralové s AleSem Smetanou, od néhoz ziskal
prvni odborné podnéty a se kterym absolvoval &etné exkurze po Cechach a na Slovensku.
V 50. letech se jeho dalsimi uciteli stali Jan Roubal, Jan Obenberger, Vladimir Balthasar
a dalsi vyznamni entomologové. V roce 1955 se stal ¢lenem Ceskoslovenské spoleénosti
entomologické, pfi¢emz pivodni ¢lensky prikaz ¢islo 388 stale jesté vlastni.

A jeho odborny zajem? Nejdiive to byl vieobecny zajem o brouky Ceské republiky
a o faunistiku, od roku 1959 prevladl specialni zajem o Celed’ Pselaphidae a ponékud poz-
déji o ¢eled’ Scaphidiidae (dnes jsou ob¢ tyto skupiny fazeny jako podceledi drabéikovitych
(Staphylinidae)). Za brouky a poznanim pfirody procestoval téméf vSechny zemé stiedni

Doma v Zenevé (2002). (Foto Daniel Lébl)
At home in Geneva (2002). (Photo Daniel Lobl)
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a jizni Evropy s vyjimkou Albanie, dale sbiral
v Alzirsku, Egypté, Pobiezi slonoviny, Izraeli
(2x), Turecku (5x), Pakistanu, Sri Lance, Indii
(3x), Nepalu (3x), Thajsku, Indonésii (2x),
Malajsii (3x), Filipinach, Japonsku, Nové
Kaledonii (2x), USA a Kanadé.

Vysledkem jeho badani je pfes dvé sté
védeckych taxonomickych a nomenklatoric-
kych publikaci v¢etné nékolika monografii,
fada faunistickych pfispévki a praci tykaji-
cich se problematiky soucasné taxonomie.
V poslednich deseti letech intenzivné pracuje
s AleSem Smetanou jako spoluautor a spolue-
ditor na Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleopte-
ra. Dokoncenych prvnich pét dili obsahuje
priblizné 135 000 taxonomickych jmen a pro
jména druhové a rodové trovné jejich uplné
primarni reference.

V roce 1964 zalozil a do roku 1968 byl
redaktorem Annotationes zoologicae et bota-
nicae (Bratislava) a od roku 1992 do roku
1999 byl ¢lenem redakéni rady Revue suisse
de zoologie.

Sumatra, cesta z Bukittinggi do Lubuksikapingu, pobliz A - .
vesnice Bonjol (1989). (Foto Daniel Burckhardt) Zvlastni ocenéni dostal v roce 1982 od Svy-

Sumatra, road between Bukittinggi and Lubuksika-  carské entomologické spolec¢nosti za praci Les
ping, near Bonjol village (1989). (Photo Daniel  Scaphidiidae (Coleoptera) de la Nouvelle-Calé-

Burckhardt) donie (Revue suisse de zoologie 88: 347-397,

1981). Symposium Internationale Entomofaunisticum Europae Centralis (SIEEC) mu udélilo
v roce 2007 ocenéni za praci na zminovaném Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera. V unoru
roku 2008 byl RNDr. Ivan Lobl zvolen ¢estnym &lenem Ceské spole¢nosti entomologické.
V bieznu 2008 byl zvolen ¢estnym ¢lenem Svycarské spole¢nosti entomologické a v listopadu
téhoz roku zvolen Cestnym ¢lenem Slovenské zoologické spolecnosti.

Jan Farkac

Ivan Lobl was born on May 20, 1937 in Bratislava (now in the Slovak Republic) but
soon moved, as a small child, with his parents to England, where the family lived during the
Second World War. They returned to Czechoslovakia shortly after the war ended, soon to face
persecution after the communists had overthrown the existing democratic system in 1948.
The family lived in Praha until November 1949 when both parents were imprisoned by the
communist regime. While in Praha, the 10 years-old Ivan started to rear various insects in the
apartment (cetonids and lucanids were the favorites) and collect beetles and butterflies. After
the imprisonment of his parents, Ivan lived with his relatives in Bratislava until May 1950,
when his mother was released from the prison. They were both moved to the town of Dvir
Kralové in northeastern Bohemia and stayed there until 1954, when they moved to the town
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of Hradec Kralové. Ivan was able to complete his basic education in Dvur Kralové but was
not allowed to enter the secondary school because the communist system considered him,
along with scores of other young people, an “‘undesirable element’. He was forced to work as
a labourer in various textile factories but, inspired by reading the books by Jan Obenberger,
he continued to carry on his entomological interests. In Hradec Kralové Ivan worked again
as a labourer in a chemical factory, but was allowed to enroll in an evening course.

It was in 1954 in Hradec Kralové, when I met Ivan for the first time, thanks to a coinci-
dence I described elsewhere (Smetana 2003). At that time I was already in my 14th year of
collecting beetles and had published several papers on the Coleoptera. I remember that during
our first meeting Ivan impressed me as a bright, knowledgeable guy with a keen interest in
entomology. There was no doubt from the beginning that Ivan will get involved with beetles,
and what a good decision it was! Soon I was very pleased to find out that Ivan was clearly
attracted to beetles that today belong to the family Staphylinidae, which were also my favorite
group. Needless to say that neither of us knew at the time of our first meeting that this was
the beginning of a lifelong relationship and friendship that culminates presently in our joint
editorship of the new Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera, of which five volumes have already
been published. After our first meeting we started to take joint collecting trips, first in the
vicinity of Hradec Kralové and later in other areas of Bohemia and Slovakia. In the summer
of 1955, Ivan moved with his mother to Bratislava and in 1957 he graduated there from the
secondary school. After his graduation, Ivan was neither allowed to continue his education
nor to take an official job! Eventually, in January 1959, he was hired by the museum in Trnava
as a ,,technical worker*. This was finally a turn for the better, since Ivan had a free hand to
establish a collection of beetles for the museum. In the summer of 1960 he had to start his
obligatory military service, which took two entire years. In 1962, the political situation in
Czechoslovakia started to improve slowly. Ivan‘s father was finally released from jail after
11 years, Ivan managed to get a position as a research assistant at the Slovak National Museum
in Bratislava, and he was also allowed to enter the Komensky University in Bratislava, from
which he eventually obtained his Ph.D. in the summer of 1968. While at the Slovak National
Museum, Ivan had again an opportunity to curate and build up another Coleoptera collection,
while also getting involved as the editor of the Annotationes zoologicae et botanicae, one of
the journals published by the museum. He also married Dana (Daniela Bazalova), his wife
of many years, in Bratislava in 1966 and their first son Igor was born in 1967.

After Ivan received his Ph.D. in the summer of 1968, political upheaval was once again to
have a drastic impact on his and his family’s lives. Czechoslovakia was invaded by the Soviets
and allied troops in August of that year. Ivan’s family had to leave the country immediately
and Ivan and Dana emigrated to Switzerland via Retz in Austria. Ivan was lucky enough to
obtain a position as a research assistant at the Natural History Museum in Geneva, an ap-
pointment that turned to be quite important and beneficial for both Ivan and the institution.
His association with the museum opened up multiple opportunities for his speedy develop-
ment in the field of taxonomic research, collection building and curation, as well as for field
work in many parts of the world. Ivan worked at the Natural History Museum in Geneva as
a research assistant until 1972 when he was promoted to the rank of a research officer and in
1992 to curator, a position he held until his retirement on May 31, 1999.

Ivan’s retirement put to an end just one stage of this career and opened for him new avenues,
free of administrative tasks and other “related duties”. He continues to pursue his goals in the
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taxonomic research and is now involved together with me as the Editor of the Catalogue of
Palaearctic Coleoptera. The project has been called in some reviews as an “unvergleichbare
Monumentalwerk” or “the most used reference work on beetles of the 21st century,” for which
we received a medal of outstanding achievement by the Symposium Internationale Entomo-
faunisticum Europae Centralis (SIEEC) at the meeting in Cluj, Romania, in May 2007.

Ale$ Smetana
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