RECENZE

PINTO-DA-ROCHA R., MACHADO G. & GIRIBET G. (eds.) 2007: Harvestmen — The
Biology of Opiliones. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts and London,
597 pp. ISBN-13: 978-0-674-02343-7.

Jedna se o prvni komplexni praci zabyvajici se biologii dosud pon¢kud zanedbavané skupiny
pavoukovct, ktera dnes ¢ita vice nez 6 400 druhti. Dvacet pét autori na téméf 600 stranach
poskytuje napaditou a dobfe pfijatelnou formou ohromné mnozstvi informaci o sekacich
celého svéta, se zaméfenim na zakladni koncepcni otazky v systematice a evoluéni ekologii.
V jednotlivych aspektech biologie ¢i irovné souc¢asného poznani pfinasi prace srovnani s dal-
§imi skupinami pavoukovci, zejména s pavouky a stiry. Siroky rozsah jednotlivych kapitol
ptispiva ke zvySovani znalosti rozmanitych oborti vyzkumu sekact a soucasné poukazuje na
témata, ktera zasluhuji dalsi vyzkum.

Po kratké tivodni kapitole predstavujici sekace jako svébytnou a dobie odlisitelnou sku-
pinu pavoukovct, nasleduji rozsahlé texty o morfologii a anatomii sekac, jejich fylogenezi
a biogeografii. Nasledujici objemna kapitola je vénovana taxonomii sekaci. Krome mnozstvi
perfektnich kreseb a fotografii, obsahuje také urcovaci klice do urovné Celedi a podceledi
celého svéta. Nasleduji dveé kratké, ale velice zajimavé kapitoly vénované paleontologii
a genetice sekacu.

Dalsi kapitoly se zabyvaji ekologii, potravou, neptateli a obranymi mechanismy sekact.
Po té nasleduje velice zajimava kapitola vénovana socialnimu chovani, zejména schopnosti
vytvareni agregaci sekact. Zaveér dila je vénovan reprodukcei a vyvoji sekact a jejich narokiim
na zivotni prostfedi. Posledni, velice podnétna az vyzyvajici kapitola, pfedstavuje metody
a techniky studia sekact. Na konci publikace je zafazen reprezentativni prehled literatury
(References) obsahujici vice nez 1 500 citaci z celého svéta.

Hodnotu dila zvySuje skutecnost, ze autofi, kteti se zaméfili na unikatni atributy biologie
sekaci a na biologii jednotlivych druht, svoji praci pfispivaji i k pochopeni evolu¢ni biologie
obecné a chovani bezobratlych zvlast. Nevyhybaji ani modernim aspektiim taxonomie sekact
a prinaseji mnozstvi ekologickych i etologickych poznatki.

Kniha ,, Harvestmen - The Biology of Opiliones* je jedine¢nou syntézou stavajicich védo-
mosti o rozmanitosti a biologii sekact, a proto by se méla stat soucasti knihovny nejen vsech
zajemctl o tuto vyznamnou skupinu pavoukovcd, ale i ostatnich biologli. Jedna se o stézejni
praci, ktera se stane standardnim a mnohokrat citovanym dilem opilionologické literatury
na dlouha 1éta.

Kniha v roce 2007 obdrzela od Brazilské zoologické spolecnosti (Sociedade Brasileira de
Zoologia) prestizni cenu Alexandre Rodrigues Ferreira.

This is the first complex work on biology of rather neglected order of arachnids featu-
ring more than 6,400 species worldwide. The 25 authors brightly provide on 597 pages big
volume of information on harvestmen of all the world, focusing on basic conceptual issues
in systematics and evolutionary ecology. In individual aspects of biology or level of current
knowledge it makes comparisons with other arachnid groups, such as spiders and scorpions.
Broad in scope, the volume contributes to development of various fields of harvestmen research
indicating areas in which additional study is needed.
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After an introductory chapter that shows harvestman as unique and well distinguishable
group of arachnids follow broad chapters addresses a specific topic, such as morphology,
anatomy, phylogeny and biography of harvestmen. Another very voluminous chapter is
focused on taxonomy of harvestmen containing lot of perfect draws and photographs and also
the key for determination to families and subfamilies of all the world. Subsequent chapters
on paleontology and genetic of harvestmen are short but very interesting. Next chapters are
focused on food, enemies and save mechanisms of harvestmen. Very interesting chapter con-
cerning social behaviour, mainly ability of aggregation follows. The subject of last chapters is
reproduction, ontogeny and ecological limits of harvestmen. Very inspirative and motivating
chapter showing methods and techniques of study of Opiliones is at the end of monograph.
Very representative list of references contain more than 1500 citations.

The authors focus on the unique attributes of harvestmen biology and also on biological
studies of individual species that contribute to the understanding of general problems of evo-
lutionary biology and invertebrate ethology. On the background of modern taxonomy they
simultaneously provide a lot of information on ecology and ethology of harvestmen.

The book “Harvestmen — The Biology of Opiliones” is the unique synthesis of available
information on diversity and biology of harvestmen and therefore it should be present in
library of all, who are interested in this important group of arachnids and another biologists
worldwide. It is the important fundamental work which will became standard and many times
cited publication of opiliologic literature for long time.

2007 Alexandre Rodrigues Ferreira Prize, Sociedade Brasileira de Zoologia (Brazilian
Zoological Society).

Pavel Bezdécka
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