RECENZE

BOGUSCH P., STRAKA J. & KMENT P. (eds.) 2007: Annotated checklist of the Aculeata
(Hymenoptera) of the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Komentovany seznam zahadlovych
blanokiidlych (Hymenoptera: Aculeata) Ceské republiky a Slovenska. Acta Entomologica
Musei Nationalis Pragae, Suppl. 11: 1-300 (in English and Czech).

Komentovany seznam zahadlovych blanokiidlych je mimotadné dualezity projekt, jehoz
cilem je shrnout zakladni nomenklatorické poznatky a dosud znamé faunistické udaje
o rozsifeni vSech skupin zahadlovych blanoktidlych (Hymenoptera: Aculeata) na uzemi
Ceské republiky a Slovenska. Obdobné& pojatym, dnes v3ak jiz zastaralym dilem, byla série
prodromt editovanych Leontinem Bat'ou — Prodromus blanoktidlého hmyzu Republiky
Ceskoslovenské. Prodromus Hymenopterorum Cechoslovakiae — ktera ve tficatych a &ty-
ficatych letech minulého stoleti vychazela v ramci Shorniku entomologického oddélent pri
Zoologickych sbirkach Narodniho Musea v Praze. Toto dilo bylo po dlouhd 1éta zdkladnim
zdrojem informaci o fauné Zahadlovych blanokiidlych v Ceskych zemich a na Slovensku.
Rozsitovani faunistickych poznatkl a ¢etné nomenklatorické zmény v mnoha skupinach
vedlo k vydani moderniho seznamu blanokfidlych, ktery jako samostatné supplementum
Casopisu Acta Faunistica Entomologica Musei Nationalis Pragae: Enumeratio insectorum
Bohemoslovakiae, Check list of Czechoslovak Insects I1I (Hymenoptera) — byl vydan pod
vedenim Josefa Sedivého v roce 1989. Slabinou tohoto jinak velmi kvalitniho a diileZitého
dila byla absence komentafi. Jeho uzivatel byl nucen veskeré zmény a novinky dohledavat
v fadé praci, vcetné¢ mnohych titull cizojazycnych, coz mu navic ztézovala skutecnost, ze
check list kromé komentart postradal i prehled uzité literatury. Teprve v roce 2007, tedy po
vice nez ptl stoleti, tak dostavaji ¢tenafi k uziti novy moderni seznam zahadlového blanokfi-
dlého hmyzu Ceskych zemi a Slovenska, v jehoz komentéiich naleznou podrobné informace
o vSech faunistickych novinkach a nomenklatorickych zménach, véetné¢ odkazl na prislusné
literarni zdroje.

Pomérné rozsahla tvodni kapitola obsahuje stru¢nou fylogenezi zahadlovych blanokiid-
lych, zakladni charakteristiky feSenych Gizemi (tedy Ceskych zemi a Slovenska), piehlednou
historii vyzkumu Zahadlovych blanok¥idlych Ceské republiky a Slovenska, a také vstupni
informace o nasledujicim seznamu.

Nasledujici text je rozdélen do dvanacti ¢asti, které jsou vénovany jednotlivym skupinam:
Bethylidae, Chrysididae, Dryinidae a Embolemidae, Tiphiidae, Mutilidae, Sapygidae, Pompi-
lidae, Formicidae, Scoliidae, Vespidae, Spheciformes a Apiformes. Tyto ¢asti maji jednotné
¢lenéni: po tvodu do problematiky skupiny nasleduje vlastni seznam druhti s uvedenim
vyskytu v tradi¢né fesenych tzemich (B, M, S = Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia). Rozdilnost
ve psani téchto zkratek (malé ¢i velkd, tuéna ¢i normalni pismena) charakterizuje dolozenost
¢i nepravdépodobnost zahrnutych udaji. Komentatre k novym ¢i problematickym druhiim
nasleduji bezprostfedné za seznamem. Obsahuji dosud nepublikované tidaje, objasnéni
seznamil feSenych izemi. Za komentaii nasleduje piehled pouzité literatury. Ctenafi jsou
tak poskytnuty souborné informace v objemu, ktery dovoluje rychlou a seridzni orientaci
v problematice a ktery motivuje k dal$i ¢innosti.
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Dalsim velkym pozitivem celé prace je jeji dvojjazycné pojeti. VSechny texty jsou v plné
§ifi psany v anglickém a ceském jazyce, a tak jsou veskeré informace piistupné nejen ceskym
a slovenskym, ale i zahrani¢nim zajemctm.

Formalné 1ze dilu tézko néco vytknout. Deset autort pfipravilo seznam velmi precizné
av jejich praci se jisté odrazily pfipominky a doporuceni fady ¢eskych, slovenskych i zahra-
ni¢nich recenzentd.

Kazdy seznam taxont a zejména pak jejich komentovany seznam je specifickym dilem,
které ma zajemctim o danou problematiku slouzit jako stru¢ny ptrehled zakladnich informaci
o0 zajmov¢ skupiné v daném uzemi. Tuto funkci ,,Komentovany seznam zahadlovych blano-
ktidlych (Hymenoptera: Aculeata) Ceské republiky a Slovenska“ bezezbytku splituje.

The “Annotated checklist of the Aculeata of the Czech Republic and Slovakia” is a very
important publication. Its main aim was to summarize all basic nomenclatural and recent
faunistic data on all groups of the aculeate Hymenoptera in the Czech Republic and Slovakia,
and thereby replace the now outdated publications edited by Leontin Bata since 1930s and
published under the name “Prodromus Hymenopterorum Cechoslovakiae” in the journal
Sbornik entomologického oddeéleni pri Zoologickych sbirkdach Narodniho Musea v Praze.
For a long time, these publications represented the only sources of information on the fauna
of aculeate Hymenoptera in the former Czechoslovakia. Later on, new faunistic data and
numerous taxonomic changes lead to a modern checklist of the Hymenoptera, which was
published as a supplement of the journal Acta Faunistica Entomologica Musei Nationalis
Pragae in 1989. The publication, “Enumeratio insectorum Bohemoslovakiae, Check list of
Czechoslovak Insects III (Hymenoptera)”, was edited by Josef Sedivy. The weakest point of
that monograph was the absence of comments and references, as readers had to search for
all changes both in taxonomy and distribution in primary literature. The present checklist
is therefore very timely. It moreover contains detailed comments on all faunistic news and
nomenclatural changes, as well as an exhaustive reference list.

The first chapter brings data on the phylogeny of the Aculeata, basic characteristics of
the studied areas, and the history of the study of aculeate Hymenoptera in both countries.
The remaining text is divided into 12 parts based on individual taxonomic groups (usually
families): Bethylidae, Chrysididae, Dryinidae and Embolemidae, Tiphiidae, Mutilidae,
Sapygidae, Pompilidae, Formicidae, Scoliidae, Vespidae, Spheciformes, and Apiformes.
All 12 chapters have a uniform structure: introduction and information sources, followed by
the list of species with marked presence in the traditionally recognized geographic areas (B,
M, S = Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia). Differences in font characterize the presence of each
species (documented or undocumented) and changes to the previous checklist. Comments
on newly found and taxonomically problematic species follow after the list. They contain
data that were unpublished or published only after the previous checklist, clarifications of
nomenclatural changes, corrections of previous errors, and reasons for the exclusion of some
species from the checklist. Each chapter concludes with a list of references. This structure
provides a quick but thorough overview of the subject matter, and can also motivate further
faunistic surveys.

The whole checklist is bilingual, written in English and Czech, which is another advantage.
All data are therefore well accessible for Czech, Slovak and foreign researchers alike. Overall,
the publication all but lacks weak points. The team of ten authors meticulously assembled
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all important information, and comments from many Czech, Slovak and foreign referees
undoubtedly raised its quality even further.

Every list of taxa and especially an annotated checklist represent a specific type of pub-
lication, which should serve as a brief manual on the studied group in the studied area. The
“Annotated checklist of the Aculeata of the Czech Republic and Slovakia” surely accom-
plishes this task.

Pavel Bezdécka
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