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FAUNISTIC RECORDS FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC — 213

Heteroptera: Tingidae

Stephanitis (Stephanitis) pyri (Fabricius, 1775). Moravia mer. occ., Znojmo (7162),
N 48°51’11”, E 16°02°45”, garden in the ‘Na svahu’ street, 30.ix.-3.xi.2002, numerous adults
and larvae on two Malus domestica Borkh. trees with noticeable damage to their foliage, F.
Nechvatal Igt. et det., P. Kment revid., coll. O. Vahala (1 specimen) et P. Kment (2 44J).
Stephanitis pyri is a widely distributed West-Palaearctic species recorded from Albania,
Austria, ?Belgium, Bosnia Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Kazakhstan (European part), Macedonia, Moldavia, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Russia (Central and South European Territory), Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland, Turkey (European part), Ukraine; Algeria, Morocco; Azerbaijan, Georgia,
?Kazakhstan (Asian part), ?Turkey (Asian part), Cyprus, ?Israel, and ?Jordan (Péricart &
Golub 1996, Chumakov et al. 1997, Proti¢ 1998, Katbeh et al. 2000, Golub 2002, Baugnée et al.
2003, Kment et al. 2005, Kment & Jindra 2005). It lives on trees and shrubs of the family
Rosaceae in a wide sense (Malus, Pyrus, Cydonia, Armeniaca, Cerasus, Prunus, Rosa,
Crataegus, Cotoneaster, Sorbus, Rubus) but it was also found on other plants (e.g. Castanea
sativa Mill.). It is known as a pest of fruit trees and chestnut in the Mediterranean region
(Putshkov 1974, de Gregorio 1981, Péricart 1983, Onucar & Ulu 1989). In the Czech Republic,
all records of S. pyri came from Bohemia (Dalla Torre 1878; Duda 1884, 1885; Roubal 1967;
Kment et al. 2005), the most recent ones being by Roubal (1967). The only mention of S.
pyri from Moravia by Dubiel von LeRach (2003) seemed doubtful. Therefore, the species
was considered extinct in the Czech Republic (Kment & Vilimova 2006). The recent record of
the species from Moravia may be explained by oscillations of the northern limit of its
distributional area in the recent warm years. This hypothesis is supported by the recent
rediscovery of the species in Slovakia after more than 40 years (see Kment et al. 2005). First
reliable record from Moravia, confirmed occurrence in the Czech Republic after ca 40 years.
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