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Relict occurrence of Mycetochara obscura (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae)
in Southern Bohemia
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Abstract. A female of Mycetochara obscura (Zetterstedt, 1838) has been found in the Cervené Blato peat-bog in
southern Bohemia. The species has been known only from northern and northeastern Europe and an isolated locality
in eastern Poland. Its relict occurrence at Cervené Blato serves as a further evidence of the boreal character of the biota
at the locality and represents the first record of the species from the Czech Republic.

Mycetochara (Ernocharis) obscura (Zetterstedt, 1838) is the only European member of
the subfamily Alleculinae associated with boreal forests. Its continuous distributional range
covers Scandinavia and North-East Europe; i.e. Norway, Sweden, Finland, Karelia (Russia)
and eastern Baltic countries (Silfverberg 1992, Merkl & Telnov 2004). The 19" century records
from the former Eastern Prussia —today’s Kaliningrad Oblast’, Russia — (Reitter 1911) remain
unconfirmed (Burakowski et al. 1987). The southernmost locality reported for this species is
“Puszcza Bialowieska” (Bialowieza forest) in Poland-Belarus border area (Kubisz & Szwalko
1995). This mycetophilous, stenotopic species develops in rotting wood of Betula, Picea and
Quercus, often in tunnels of the larvae of the Cerambycidae and Melandryidae (Burakowski
etal. 1987, Kubisz & Szwalko 1995). The first record of M. obscura from the Czech Republic
is presented in this paper.

Material: Bohemia mer., Cervené Blato peat-bog (7154), about 475 m a.s.l., near Salmano-
vice, 25.vi.-10.vii.1997, 1 @, L. Cizek Igt., D. Hauck det. et coll.,V. Novék revid.

Circumstances of finding: The specimen was found in a large flight-intercept trap (also
“window” trap, see Peck & Davies (1980)) placed in a taiga-like forest of the core zone of the
Cervené Blato bog, association Pino rotundatae-Sphagnetum ledetosum (Biezina 1975, see
also Spitzer & Jaro§ 1993). The trap was located in a dense stand of Pinus rotundata with
intermixed Betula spp. (for details see Cizek 2000).

The specimen was reported with an uncertain identification as Mycetochara cf. obscura by
Cizek (2000). Later it was compared to a specimen from Norway (West Finnmark, Alta district,
Garajakka, July 1998, 1 &, H. Rinden Igt., D. Hauck det. et coll.) and the identification has
been confirmed.
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The locality is a peat-bog at a relatively low altitude in the Tiebori basin, mostly covered
by the above mentioned plant community. Similar habitats must have been much more common
in the Trebon basin, however the widespread drainage of forests have reduced their area
substantially. The Cervené Blato bog is the largest among the few remaining isolated islands
of this habitat, and is home to relict entomofauna (Krampl 1991; Spitzer & Jaro$, 1986,
1993). In Central Europe, M. obscura is probably tyrphobiontic and endangered. Its occurrence
further confirms the relict character of the boreal biota at the locality.
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SOUHRN

Mycetochara obscura je jediny evropsky boredlni zastupce podceledi Alleculinae. Je
uvadéna jako stenotopni, mycetofilni druh, ktery se vyviji v trouchnivéjicich kmenech bfiz,
smrki a dubd, ¢asto v chodbach larev xylofagnich broukd. Souvisly areal je omezen na Norsko,
Finsko, Svédsko, Ruskou Karelii a vychodni Pobalti. Recentné nepotvrzené jsou starsi udaje
o vyskytu M. obscura ve vychodnim Prusku (dnes$ni Kalinigradska oblast, Rusko). Dosud
nejjiznéjsi publikovanou lokalitou tohoto druhu je Bélovézsky prales na polsko-béloruské
hranici.

Samice M. obscura byla nalezena v letové pasti (FIT nebo ,,window trap®) instalované
v blatkovém boru s ptimési biizy (asociace Pino rotundatae — Sphagnetum ledetosum) v jadrové
z6né NPR Cervené Blato, v materialu nasbiraném mezi 25.VI. a 10.VIL.1997.
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Cervené Blato je raselini§té polozené v relativné nizké nadmoiské vysce (475 m). Podobna
raSelinisté byla pied rozsifenim lesnickych melioraci v Tiebonské panvi mnohem &ast&jsi,
dnes jsou omezena na nékolik malo lokalit.

Nélez tohoto stenotopniho druhu je dal§im dokladem reliktniho charakteru bioty na této
lokalité. V podminkach stfedni Evropy je M. obscura ziemé tyrfobiontnim a ohroZenym
druhem. Jedna se o prvni nalez tohoto druhu na izemi CR.
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Coleoptera: Malachiidae

Paratinus femoralis (Erichson, 1840). Bohemia centr., Dobfi$ env., Vlaska settlement
(6250), 1.-31.vi.2002, 4 99, Malaise trap, J. Hava lgt. et det., V. Svihla revid., coll. J. Hava
and National Museum, Praha (NMPC). Distribution: northwestern Russia, Latvia, Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, Austria, Hungary, Ukraine, Slovakia, Czech Republic: Moravia (Svihla
1996). New species for Bohemia.

Ebaeus ater Kiesenwetter, 1863. Bohemia mer., Suchdol nad Luznici, Frantiskov, Piskovna
u Dracice Nature Monument (7155), 17.vii.2003, 1 4, V. Kiivan Igt., V. Svihla det., coll.
NMPC. Distribution: northwestern Turkey (unpublished data ex coll. NMPC, V. Svihla det.),
Bulgaria, Albania, Romania, Ukraine, Hungary, Austria, Slovakia, Czech Republic: Moravia
(Horion 1953, Horvatovich 1969, Svihla 1990, 1991). The northwesternmost locality of this
Pontomediterranean species. From Bohemia recorded already by Pfeffer (1987). However,
corresponding specimens in coll. Pfeffer (deposited in NMPC) belong to Hypebaeus flavipes
(Fabricius, 1787) (V. Svihla det.). The first reliable record for Bohemia.

HORION A. 1953: Faunistik der mitteleuropdischen Kifer. Band I1I. Malacodermata, Sternoxia (Elateridae bis
Throscidae). Entomol. Arb. Mus. G. Frey (Miinchen), Sonderband: 1-340. - HORVATOVICH S. 1969: A karpatmedesi
lagytestii bogarak (Col., Malacodermata) faunisztikai ¢és fenologiai adatai. (Faunistical and phenological data to the
Malacodermatids Beetles of the Carpathian Basin). Rovartani Kozlemények, Fol. Entomol. Hung., 22: 131-249 (in
Hungarian, English summary). — PFEFFER A. 1987: Faunistic records from Czechoslovakia. Coleoptera: Melyridae.
Acta Entomol. Bohemoslov., 84: 230. — SVIHLA V. 1990: Revision of Ebacus flavicornis species-group in Central
Europe (Coleoptera, Malachiidae). Acta Entomol. Bohemoslov., 87: 355-359. — SVIHLA V. 1991: New synonymy in
the genus Ebaeus Er. (Coleoptera, Malachiidae). Acta Entomol. Bohemoslov., 88: 431. — SVIHLA V. 1996: Faunistic
records from the Czech Republic — 36. Coleoptera: Cantharidae, Malachiidae. Klapalekiana, 32: 56.
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