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In memoriam Prof. RNDr. Karel Harka, DrSc. (2. ¢ervna 1931 — 25. kvétna 2004)
In memoriam Prof. RNDr. Karel Hiirka, DrSc. (born June 2, 1931, died May 25, 2004)

Karel Hurka se narodil 2. ¢ervna 1931 v Domazlicich,
kde zacal také navstévovat obecnou Skolu. Tu dokoncil
v Plzni. Maturoval v roce 1950 na Baarové gymndaziu
v Domazlicich. V témze roce byl ptijat na piirodovédeckou
fakultu Univerzity Karlovy, kterou ukoncil v roce 1954 a
v roce 1955 se stal promovanym biologem. JiZ pfi studiich,
od roku 1953, nastoupil na katedru zoologie (dfive syste-
matické zoologie) ptirodovédecké fakulty jako asistent na
polovi¢ni uvazek, od roku 1954 potom na tvazek uplny.
V letech 1954-1958 puisobil jako asistent, 1958-1977 jako
odborny asistent, 1977-1991 jako docent a od roku 1991
jako profesor entomologie. V roce 1960 splnil podminky
pro udéleni hodnosti kandidata véd, titul doktor pfirodnich
véd mu byl udélen v roce 1966. V roce 1989 splnil podmin-
ky pro udéleni hodnosti DrSc.

Béhem celozivotni védecké a pedagogické kariéry
na prirodovédecké fakulté UK se vénoval predevsim ontogenetice, taxonomii a ekologii hmyzu,
zejména modelové skupiné stfevlikovitych (Carabidae) a hmyzim ektoparazitim netopyru.
Vychoval stovky zapalenych entomologt, a to nejen na fakulté, ale i mezi amatéry Ceskoslo-
venské, dnes Ceské, spolecnosti entomologické. V ramci poetnych pracovnich a expediénich
pobytil procestoval Balkansky a Ibersky poloostrov, Libyi, Kavkaz, stfedoasijsky Kazachstan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tadzikistan a Kirgizii, okoli jezera Bajkal a Dalny vychod. Studijni
a prednasgkové pobyty ho zavedly do Svédska, Némecka (pilroéni staz na Humboldtové
univerzité v Berlin€), Francie, Rakouska a Ruska.

K. Htirka byl vedoucim redaktorem mezinarodniho védeckého casopisu Acta Societatis
Zoologicae Bohemicae, ¢lenem redakéni rady Casopisu Klapalekiana, stalym ¢lenem Komitétu
pro pofadani mezinarodnich sympozii o entomofauné stfedni Evropy (SIEEC), dlouhodobym
&lenem vyboru Ceskoslovenské (Ceské) spolecnosti entomologické (predseda, mistopiedseda)
a predsedou jeji karabidologické sekce, mistoptedsedou Ceské spolecnosti zoologické a élenem
Evropské asociace koleopterologli (European Assotiation of Coleopterology). Diky vyse
uvedenym skute¢nostem byl v roce 2003 jmenovan Cestnym clenem Ceské spolegnosti
entomologické. V roce 1996 bylo rozsitené ¢tvrté ¢islo Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae
vénovano profesoru Karlu Hiirkovi k prileZitosti jeho 65. narozenin.

Jan Farkac
Té&zko se pise nekrolog na nékoho, kdo se postupem casu stal z ucitele a starSiho kolegy

spolupracovnikem a troufdm si fici i pfitelem. Poprvé jsem se setkal s Karlem Hirkou v roce
1963 jako student entomologie. Byl jsem jednim z jeho prvnich diplomantt a posléze i jeho
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prvnim fadnym aspirantem v letech 1968 az 1972. Uz pii prvnich kontaktech b&hem stu-
dentskych exkurzi jsem poznal, Ze mame tak fikajic stejnou ,,krevni skupinu® a nase spole¢na
vasen pro entomologii nas velice sbliZila. Na Karlovi Hlirkovi jsem si vazil nejen jeho vysokych
odbornych znalosti, ale i jeho skromnosti, fyzické zdatnosti, neobycejného kulturniho prehledu
a jazykovych znalosti. NaSe konkrétni spoluprace zacala uzZ béhem mych studii spole¢nou
publikaci o larvach rodu Hoplia a byl to pravé on, kdo obratil moji pozornost ke studiu
larvalni morfologie a bionomie brouku. Stravili jsme spolu nes¢etné dni na terénnich exkurzich
na Sumavé, v Krusnych horach, na Moravé, ve Slovenském krasu, Tatrich a Poloninéch.
Na vsech téchto cestach byl vzdy vynikajicim pedagogem a predevsim bezvadnym spole¢ni-
kem. Nezapomenutelné jsou vecery po exkurzich strdvené u piva ¢i vina nekoneénymi
odbornymi i vSeobecnymi diskuzemi proloZzené partickami maryése, ve kterém skutec¢né
vynikal. Celé ¢tvrtstoleti jsme spolu chodili hrat rekreacné basketbal a to je sport, pti kterém
¢lovék spoluhrace pozna dokonale. Setkdvali jsme se spolu v terénu i zcela neplanované
a neCekané, napt. pii novoro¢nich vystupech na horu Blanik.

Béhem svého plsobeni na Prirodovédecké fakulté zalozil celou Skolu larvalni morfologie,
které se bézné tika ,,Hlrkova skola“. Jsou to desitky absolventl, ktefi vypracovali svoji
diplomovou ¢i dizerta¢ni praci na téma larvalni morfologie a taxonomie rtiznych skupin brouk,
zvl4sté stievlikovitych (Carabidae). Mnozi z nich zistali tomuto oboru vérni a stali se z nich
piedni odbornici na tomto poli entomologie, a hlavné: jsou to entomologové terénni, ktefi se
neboji vzit krosnu, entomologicky vercajk a stravit nékolik dni mimo civilizaci.

Jsou okamziky, kdy se ¢lovéku nardz vybavi i velice staré a zasuté vzpominky. To se stalo
i mné&, kdyz jsem se dozvédél smutnou zpravu o piedcasném a necekaném skonu Karla Hiirky
a v duchu jsem si rekapituloval vSechny nase spole¢né humorné i vazné zazitky. Téch prvnich
bylo samoziejmé daleko vice, zvlasté diky jeho povaze. Vzpomindm na nepfili§ Gspésnou
exkurzi s dal§imi kolegy po jiznim Slovensku, kdy nas od samého pocatku pronéasledovala
nepiizeii pocasi a sluzebniho auta Zapadoceského muzea. Nakonec jsme auto tlacili ze Stirova
az do Novych Zamkd, kde se
koneéné udélalo hezky. Domi-
nantni jsou ov§em vzpominky
z cest do Slovenského krasu,
kde jsme spole¢né mnohokrat
prolézali viechny mozné i ne-
mozné jeskyné, coz bylo
vzhledem k moji tehdejsi
hmotnosti docela zédbavné.
Tehdy mne Karel Hiirka musel
nékdy doslova protlacovat
izkymi prolézackami a sifony
a ja jsem jen obdivoval jeho
trpélivost. Vyvrcholilo to jed-
noho vedera v obci Silica, kde
jsme skon¢ili zcela vycerpani
a obaleni bahnem v mistni
hospodé. Ani vrchni ani nikdo

Karel Hirka v dobé studii s Miroslavem Kunstem (vlevo) pied budovou
Prirodovédecké fakulty v Praze.

. o N Karel Hiirka as a student with Miroslav Kunst (left) in front of the Faculty of
z hostli nemluvil jinak neZ  ggiences, Prague.
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mad’arsky a naSe spoleéné znalosti tohoto jazyka se omezovaly pouze na zdvofilostni fraze,
nazvy obchodii a jména zékladnich potravin. TakZe pivo jsme si objednali bez potiZi, ale pak
ptisla dosti prekérni situace. KdyZ mistni Stamgasti vidéli dva bahnem pokryté podiviny
s ruksaky a horolezeckym lanem, povaZovali nds samoziejmeé za speleology. V té dobé byla
v tésném sousedstvi Silice naméfena nejvetsi hloubka v republice v propasti Barazdalas a to
bylo také jediné slovo, kterému jsme rozuméli. Domnivali jsme se, Ze se nam chtéji pochlubit
jeji tésnou blizkosti a tak jsme odpovédéli ,,Igen®, jako ze to vime. V tu ranu hospoda ztichla
v posvatné tcté nad premoziteli nejhlubsi propasti a pak jsme zazili néco, ¢emu jsme pozdéji
fikali ,,gin storm“. Od vy¢epniho pultu putovala jedna borovicka za druhou az do tplného
vycerpani zasob, a to snad v Silici jesSté nikdo nepamatoval. Néasledoval no¢ni piesun podle
azimutu do zékladniho tabora v Domici, ale na ten se uz moc nepamatuji.

Cela kniha by se dala napsat o terénnich cestach s Karlem Hurkou, a to se zcela tmysIné
nezmifiuji o jeho védecké a pedagogické praci; to je cilem prvni ¢asti tohoto nekrologu.

Jsou lidé, po jejichz odchodu si na né sotvakdo vzpomene. To ovSem neni piipad Karla
Hurky; i kdyz ¢as pohibi leckterou vzpominku, vzpominky na néj jsou natolik hluboké,
ze nemohou vymizet z paméti nikoho, kdo ho trochu diivérnéji poznal.

Svatopluk Bily
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SMETANA A. & BILY S. 1996: Professor Karel Hirka 65 years old. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 60: 283-

285.
KRAL D. 1996: Bibliography of zoological publications by Karel Hiirka. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 60:
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BIBLIOGRAFIE ZOOLOGICKYCH PUBLIKACI KARLA HURKY — DODATEK
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ZOOLOGICAL PUBLICATION BY KAREL HURKA —
APPENDIX

Karel Hurka publikoval od roku 1952 do roku 1996 celkem 117 védeckych praci (véetné kratkych sdéleni a
abstraktl z konferenci), napsal 27 knih nebo jejich Casti, 1 ucebnici, 7 populariza¢nich ¢lankd, 8 jubilei a nekrologhi
a 16 kniznich recenzi (Kral 1996). V nésledujicim prehledu je dodatek jeho zoologickych publikaci od roku 1997
do roku 2004.

Karel Hirka published since 1952 by the year 1996 117 scientific papers (including short notes and abstracts from
congresses), 27 books (books chapters), 1 textbook, 7 popularizing papers, 8 anniversaries and obituaries and 16 book
reviews (Kral 1996). In the next view is addition of his zoological publication since 1997 by the year 2004.

Védecké prace — Scientific papers

HURKA K. 1997: New data on taxonomy and distribution of Palaearctic, Oriental and Neotropical Ischnopsyllidae
(Siphonaptera), Nycteribiidae and Streblidae (Diptera). Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 61: 23-33.

BEZDEK A., HURKA K. & ZELENY J. 1997: Spolecenstva stievlikovitych brouk (Coleoptera: Carabidae) a
sitokFidlych (Neuroptera) mokiadu Cerni§. Assemblages of ground beetles (Coleoptera: Carabidae) and lacewings
(Neuroptera) of the Cernis wetland. Shornik Jihoceského Muzea v Ceskych Budéjovicich, Privodni Védy, 37: 53-
61 (in Czech, English summary).
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HURKA K. 1997: The status of Tetraplatypus (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Stenolophina) and larval description of
Bradycellus ruficollis and B. verbasci. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 61: 191-197.

HURKA K. 1998: Larval taxonomy, development and diet of Amara (Amara) famelica, A. (A.) littorea and A. (A.)
proxima (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Amarina). Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 62: 105-113.

HURKA K. 1999: Eizahne als phylogenetisch auswertbares Larval-Merkmal in der Kiferfamilie Carabidae (Coleoptera).
Entomologische Nachrichten und Berichte, 43: 169-176.

HURKA K. & RUZICKOVA A. 1999: Classification of the Amara (Amara) communis species aggregate based on the
egg and larval stage stage characters (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Amarina). Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae,
63: 451-461.

HURKA K. & REZAC M. 2000: Metajapyx braueri (Hexapoda: Japygina: Japygidae) in Prague, Bohemia. Acta
Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 64: 399-401.

HURKA K. 2001: Larva of Amara misella, breeding type and suprageneric classification of the species (Coleoptera:
Carabidae: Amarina). Russian Entomological Journal, 10: 261-264.

HURKA K. 2001: Zuphium orszuliki sp. n. from Iran, and redescription of Z. hungaricum and Z. ponticum (Coleoptera:
Carabidae: Zuphiini). Folia Heyrovskyana, 9: 67-72.

HURKA K. & JAROSIK V. 2001: Development, breeding type and diet of members of the Amara communis
species aggregate (Coleoptera: Carabidae). Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 65: 17-23.

HURKA K. 2002: First instar larva of Xenion ignitum (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Pterostichini) and the phylogenetic
relationships of the genus. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 66: 31-36.

HURKA K. & PAPOUSEK Z.2002: Harpalus larvae (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Harpalina): description of several species
and taxonomic remarks. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 66: 99-119.

HURKA K. & JAROSIK V. 2003: Larval omnivory in Amara aenea (Coleoptera: Carabidae). European Journal of
Entomology, 100: 329-335.

PAPOUSEK Z. & HURKA K. 2003: Taxonomic status of Acardystus (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Harpalina) and description
of the larva of Harpalus (Acardystus) flavescens. Acta Societatis Zoologicae Bohemicae, 67: 225-231.

Knihy (¢asti knih) — Book (books chapters)

HURKA K. 1998: Family Nycteribiidae, pp. 829-838. In: PAPP L. & DARVAS B. (eds.): Contributions to a manual
of Palaearctic Diptera (with special reference to flies of economic importance). Volume 3: higher Brachycera.
Science Herald, Budapest, 880 pp.

HURKA K. 1998: Family Streblidae, pp. 839-848. In: PAPP L. & DARVAS B. (eds.): Contributions to a manual of
Palaearctic Diptera (with special reference to flies of economic importance). Volume 3: higher Brachycera.
Science Herald, Budapest, 880 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Trachypachydae, pp. 33. In: LOBL I. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic
Coleoptera. Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Omophroninae, pp. 207-208. In: LOBL 1. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic
Coleoptera. Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Psydrinae, pp. 346. In: LOBL I. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera.
Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Graphipterini, pp. 359-360. In: LOBL 1. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic
Coleoptera. Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Helluonini, pp. 407. In: LOBL I. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera.
Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

HURKA K. 2003: Hexagoniini, pp. 407. In: LOBL1. & SMETANA A. (eds.): The Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera.
Vol. 1. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, 819 pp.

FARKAC J. & HURKA K. 2003: Stfevlikoviti. Hodnoceni biotopii na zékladé zjisténi prezence indikacné vyznamnych
druhii broukii Seledi stievlikovitych (Coleoptera: Carabidae), pp. 264-277. In: SEJAK J. & DEIMAL I. (eds.)
2003: Hodnoceni a ocerovani biotopii Ceské republiky. Cesky ekologicky tstav, Praha, 428 pp (in Czech).

ROZSYPAL S., DOSKAR J., FRYNTA D., HOMOLA J., HORACEK 1., HURKA K., KALINA T., KUBISTA V.,
KVACEK Z., LINC R., LOSOS B., MAZURA 1., MLADA J., MLADY F., NEDVIDEK J., NOVOTNY 1.,
PAVLOVA L., PIKALEK P., PRASIL K., PSOTA V., ROCEK Z., SLAVIKOVA J., SLAVIKOVA Z., SMRZ J.,
SASEK V., SEBANEK J., SMARDA I., STYS P. & ZRZAVY J. 2003: Novy piehled biologie. Scientia, Praha, 797
pp (in Czech).
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Jubilea a nekrology — Anniversaries and obituaries

HURKA K. & FARKAC J. 1999: In memoriam RNC. Karel Kult (¥27.1.1917, $25.5.1998). In memoriam RNC Karel
Kult (born January 27, 1917, died May 25, 1998). Klapalekiana, 35: 91-94 (in Czech and English).

HURKA K., HONEK A. & KRAL D. 2001: In celebration of Ivo Hodek’s seventieth year. Acta Societatis Zoologicae
Bohemicae, 65: 153-162.

Jan Farkac

Karel Hurka was born on June 2, 1931 in Domazlice, where he also started to attend the
primary school. He graduated from high school in Domazlice in 1950. That year, he was
admitted for studies at the Faculty of Sciences, Charles University. He took his university
degree in 1955. As early as in the course of his studies, since 1953, he started his work at
the Department of Zoology (that former Department of Systematic Zoology) of the Natural
Faculty (part-time job). Since 1954, he became a full-time staff member of the faculty. He
was stepwise in positions of a lector (1954 to 1958), assistant professor (1958 to 1977),
associate professor (1977 to 1991) and full professor (from 1991). In 1960, he fulfilled
conditions for gaining his CSc degree and in 1966, he gained the RNDr degree. In 1989, he
took his degree of DrSc.

In the course of his scientific and pedagogic career at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of
the Charles University, he was mainly interested in ontogenetics, taxonomy and ecology of
insects, particularly in a model group of Carabidae and in ectoparasites of bats. He educated
hundreds of enthusiastic entomologists, not only at the faculty, but also among amateurs of
the former Czechoslovak Entomological Society and currently existing Czech Entomological
Society. In the course of his numerous expeditions, he traveled through the Balkan Peninsula,
Iberian Peninsula, Libya, Caucasus, Asian part of Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Tadzhikistan, Kirgizia, Baikal and Far East. He experienced research stays in Sweden,
Germany (a half-year affilation at the Humboldt University in Berlin), France, Austria and
Russia.

K. Hirka was the editor-in-chief of the international scientific journal Acta Societatis
Zoologicae Bohemicae, a member of the editorial board of the journal Klapalekiana, a
permanent member of the Committee arranging international symposia on the entomofauna
of central Europe (SIEEC), a long-term member of the Committee of the Czechoslovak
(Czech) Entomological Society (chairman, vice-chairman) and chairman of its carabi-
dological section, vice-chairman of the Czech Zoological Society and member of the
European Association of Coleopterology. In 2003, he was chosen as honorary member of
the Czech Entomological Society. In 1996, a special fourth issue of the journal Acta Societatis
Zoologicae Bohemicae was devoted to professor Karel Hirka on the occasion of his 65
birthday.

Jan Farkac
It is difficult to write an obituary of someone, whose original status of a teacher and senior
colleague gradually changed over the years to a coworker, and I dare to say, to a friend. I met

Karel Hurka for the first time in 1963 as a student in entomology. I was one of his first
graduate students and eventually his first full time aspirant during 1968-1972. Even during
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our first interactions while taking part in student excursions, I recognized that we share “the
blood group” and our mutual passion for entomology drew us close together. I valued very
highly not only Hirka’s tremendous professional knowledge, but also his modesty, physical
fitness, his impressive cultural overview and knowledge of languages. Our cooperation had
already started during my student years in our joint publication dealing with the larvae of the
genus Hoplia. It was Hirka who directed my attention to the study of morphology and bionomics
of immature stages of beetles. Innumerable days were spent together during joint field work
in the Sumava mountains, the Kru$né Hory mountains, in Moravia, in Slovensky Kras, and in
the Tatra and Poloniny mountains. During all these excursions Hiirka was always an excellent
teacher, and above all an admirable companion. Unforgettable were the evenings after the
field work, spent drinking beer or wine, mixed with everlasting discussions touching
professional and general topics, and with sessions of maryas (a card game) of which he was a
master. For almost a quarter of a century we played basketball together, a game during which
one learns to know the nature of a teammate quite closely. We used to meet in the field even
quite unexpectedly, e.g. at such events like the New Year’s ascents of Mount Blanik.

During his tenure at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Charles University, Hiirka founded
a distinctive school of larval morphology that was, and still is, commonly known as “Hirka’s
School”. Dozens of graduates of the Faculty defended their diploma or PhD theses, based on
larval morphology, as well as on the taxonomy of various groups of beetles, particularly the
ground beetles (Carabidae). Many of them stayed faithful to this speciality and eventually
became the foremost specialists in this field of entomology, and, most importantly, they also
became field entomologists, who were not afraid to lift a heavy backpack, loaded with
entomological “accoutrements”and spend a few days outside civilization.

There are some moments in everyone’s life that tend to suddenly bring very old memories
to the surface, which lay buried deeply in one’s mind. The news about the premature and
unexpected death of Karel Hiirka was such a catalytic moment for me and I caught myself
recapitulating in my mind all our shared humorous or serious events. The former ones were
naturally more common thanks to Hirka’s nature. I recall one not so successful excursion
through southern Slovakia, shared with several colleagues. It was plagued from the very
beginning by the uncooperative weather and the temperamental departmental car of the
Westbohemian Museum. We ended up pushing the car from Stirovo all the way to Nové
Zamky, where the weather finally turned quite nice. However, the memories of the explorations
in Slovensky Kras are definitely dominant. We were roaming through all accessible, as well
as impossible caves, which was rather entertaining, considering my rather voluminous body
form at that time. He sometimes had to push me literally through narrow passages and siphons
and I could only silently admire his patience. It culminated one evening in the village of
Silica, where we ended up in the local pub entirely exhausted and covered in mud. Neither the
patrons nor the waiter spoke any language but Hungarian, and our combined knowledge of
that language included only formal phrases, names of stores and names of basic foods. So we
succeeded easily in ordering beer, but after that the situation became critical. When the regulars
saw two strange characters covered in mud, with backpacks and mountaineering rope, they
naturally took us for speleologists. Around that time the deepest drop in the republic was
measured in the Barazdalas abyss in the close vicinity of Silica, and Barazdalas was just about
the only word everybody in the pub understood. When the patrons mentioned the word, we
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thought that they were proud that this abyss was in the close vicinity of their village, so we
answered “Igen”, trying to say that we know about it. For a moment everything went silent in
the entire pub in holy admiration of the two conquerors of the deepest abyss and what followed
after the initial shock was referred to subsequently as a “gin storm”. There was a continuous
flow of shooters of gin from the bar, until the entire supply was exhausted, which was apparently
something unheard of previously. The azimuthal night hike to the base camp in Domica that
followed, for some reasons escaped my memory.

It would be easy to write an entire book about the field work with Karel Hiirka, as well as
about his scientific and pedagogic work, which I omit, since it is the subject of the first part of
this obituary. There are people who are hardly ever remembered by anybody after they depart.
This, of course, is not the case with Karel Hirka. Time may obscure or even bury some of the
events, but the treasured memories of Karel Hiirka will stay forever in the minds of those who
were lucky enough to know him more closely.

Svatopluk Bily
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