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K 80. narozeninam RNDr. Jaroslava L. Stehlika, CSc.
On the occasion of the 80" birthday of RNDr. Jaroslav L. Stehlik, CSc.

V tomto roce se doziva jubilejnich 80. narozenin vyznamny
entomolog RNDr. Jaroslav Stehlik, CSc. Narodil se 11. dubna
1923 v Jihlavé. Nejdiive navstévoval realné gymnasium
v Brné, pozdéji gymnasium v Ttebici, kde r. 1943 maturoval.
Od utlého mladi se u néj projevoval nevsedni zjem o hmyz,
ktery usmeérnil stfedoskolsky profesor A. Razic¢ka ke studiu
fadu Heteroptera.

Po ukonceni 2. svétové valky, v poloviné r. 1945, zacal
pracovat v Moravském muzeu v Brng, a tak se mohl vénovat
entomologii i profesionalné, co bylo vzdy jeho velké piani.
V té dobé bylo tieba vykonavat v muzeu riznorodé préace.
V prubéhu valky znaéné utrpély entomologické sbirky, které
/ byly umistény v nevyhovujicich, ¢asto sklepnich mistnostech,

proto mnoho usili bylo nutno vénovat predev§im praci
v depozitarich, ale téz uprave vystavnich sbirek. Lepsi ¢asy
nastaly az po 1. 1948, kdy ziskalo Moravské muzeum budovu v Preslové ulici ¢. 1, kde bylo
umisténo entomologické oddélenti, a tak se postupné zacaly rozvijet vSechny aktivity tohoto
pracovi$té. Koncem r. 1948 byl Dr. Stehlik jmenovan prednostou entomologického oddéleni
a tuto funkci vykonaval az do svého odchodu do dichodu roku 1990.

V pribéhu vysokoskolského studia a po ziskani doktoratu prirodnich véd na Prirodovédecké
fakult¢ Masarykovy university v Brné roku 1950 se intensivné vénoval prebudovani
entomologického oddéleni na védecké pracovisté. Mnoho usili vénoval rozsifeni entomolo-
gickych sbirek a budovani knihovny. Diitkazem této jeho prace jsou nasledujici tidaje. Roku
1945 mély entomologické sbirky pouze 287 279 exemplaii, pii jeho odchodu do dichodu
piesahly pal druhého miliénu. Knihovna entomologického oddéleni méla roku 1948 cca 1000
inv. ¢isel, a roku 1990 to bylo 41 000.

I pii budovani entomologického oddéleni a vykondvani mnohych fidicich funkci vénoval
Dr. Stehlik velkou pozornost vlastni védecké praci, terénnimu vyzkumu a publikaéni ¢innosti.
Roku 1968 ziskal v Entomologickém tstavu CSAV v Praze védeckou hodnost kandidata
biologickych véd a roku 1981 mu byl piiznan Presidiem CSAV I. kvalifikaéni védecky titul —
vedouci védecky pracovnik.

Z jeho tidicich funkcei v Moravském muzeu uvadime aspori ty nedilezitéjsi. Roku 1955 byl
jmenovan zastupcem feditele, koncem téhoZ roku piednostou pifrodovédnich oddéleni. V letech
1957-1958 byl prozatimnim feditelem Moravského muzea, pozdéji opét prevzal funkei prednosty
piirodovédnych oddéleni a zastupce feditele. V letech 1960-1968, kdy bylo Moravské muzeum
rozdéleno na tUstavy, vykonaval funkci vedouciho biologického tstavu a od zacatku roku
1977 az do roku 1981 byl vedoucim ptirodovédného odboru Moravského muzea. Jeho aktivni
¢innost se neomezovala jen na praci v Moravském muzeu, ale vykonaval i fadu jinych funkci
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a byl ¢lenem mnoha komisi. Napt. pisobil fadu let jako predseda zoologické komise pfi
Ustiednim muzejnim kabinetu v Praze, jistou dobu byl &lenem vyboru brnénské pobocky
Ceskoslovenské spole¢nosti entomologické pii CSAV, &lenem poradniho sboru Chranéné
krajinné oblasti Moravsky kras, Chranéné krajinné oblasti a Biosférické rezervace Palava, tizce
spolupracoval s Chranénou krajinnou oblasti Podyji, byl ¢lenem Piirodovédeckého klubu
v Ttebici a Piirodovédeckého klubu v Brné.

Velmi zasluzna je jeho edi¢ni ¢innost. Od roku 1949 byl ¢lenem redakéni rady Moravského
muzea a od roku 1954 odbornym redaktorem Casopisu Moravského muzea, fady Védy prirodni,
a ptipravil do tisku 36 ro¢nikt. Je editorem tii svazki ,,Beitrige zur Kenntnis der Fauna
Afghanistans* které v letech 1967-1969 vysly jako doplitkové svazky Casopisu Moravského
muzea. V letech 1948-1966 byl ¢lenem redaké¢ni rady ¢asopisu Entomologické listy (pozdéji
Zoologické listy)(Brno).

U piilezitosti oslav 150. vyro¢i Moravského muzea obdrzel stfibrnou plaketu Moravského
muzea za zasluhy o budovani ustavu. Za zasluhy o zachovani poziistalosti zakladatele genetiky
Gregora Mendla mu byla udélena medaile G. Mendla. Dr. Stehlik totiz spolu s Doc. Dr. J.
Smardou zachranili pozistalost G. Mendla pted zni¢enim v dob¢ tazeni proti ,,Morganismu —
Mendelismu* v Sovétském Svazu a uchovavali pozistalost na svych oddélenich az do padu
pavédeckych teorii Lysenka. K tomu bylo potfeba mit v tehdejsi dobé davku osobni state¢nosti.

Na poli védy zasvétil Dr.Stehlik sviij cely zivot studiu fadu Heteroptera. Od r. 1942 se
vénoval podrobnému vyzkumu Moravy a Slovenska a publikoval desitky novych druht pro
tato izemi.Po desitiletich vyzkumu a ziskani rozsahlého materialu Heteropter z uzemi Moravy
a Slovenska (cca 350 000 exemplaiti) piikroc¢il k soubornému zpracovani a publikovani vysledki,
z uzemi Moravy (odr. 1981) a Slovenska (od . 1991). Na dokumentaci se podileli i jeho blizci
spolupracovnici 1. Vaviinova, P. Lauterer, L. PospiSilova a fada dal$ich. Podrobné znalosti
Heteropter z téchto tzemi dovoli v budoucnu sledovat kvalitativni 1 kvantitativni zmény v jejich
zastoupeni na riznych biotopech, obzvlasté s ohledem na globalni oteplovani.

Védecka tvorba Dr.Stehlika obsahuje téz fadu dalSich praci. Napt. v letech 1977-1982
publikoval spolu s J. M. Stusakem 5 praci o teratologii plotic ¢eledi Tingidae. Zajimava je také
jeho prace o fauné Heteropter na introdukovanych rostlindch ¢eledi Cupressaceae v oblasti
jizni Moravy.

Od roku 1950 se Dr. Stehlik zabyvé celosvétove celedémi Largidae a Pyrrhocoridae. Popsal
nékolik novych rodi a vice druhi. Na zakladé studia zejména morfologie terminalii prehodnotil
taxonomické postaveni mnoha druht subtropické Afriky. V ramci této specializace zpracoval
materialy fady vyznamnych zahranic¢nich ustavil.

V poslednich dvou letech se vénuje téméf vyhradné uvedené specializaci. Zpracovava
materialy fady velkych zahrani¢nich muzei. V soucasnosti odevzdal do tisku &tyfi prace:
souborné zpracovani Pyrrhocoroidea Laosu, Nepalu a Thajska, a dalsi praci o orientalnich
Pyrrhocoroidea (spoluautorem je u dvou praci Z. Jindra). Jeho prace jsou Casto citovany
riznymi autory nejen v periodicich, ale i v monografiich, a to nejen v Evropé, ale i v USA.

O védecké autorité a vyznamu osobnosti Dr. Stehlika v heteropterologii a v entomologii
vubec svédci skutecnost, ze k jeho pocté byly pojmenovany, vétsinou zahrani¢nimi odborniky,
3 nové rody, 16 druhti a jedna subspecie z riiznych fadid hmyzu a riznych ¢asti svéta. Jsou to
tyto taxony: Rody — Stehlikia Villiers (Reduviidae, Heteroptera), Stehliksia Dworakowska
a Stehlikiana Yang (oba Cicadellidae, Auchenorrhyncha). Druhy — Heteroptera: Acinocoris
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stehliki Van Doesburg Jr. (Largidae), Pyrrhocoris stehliki Kanyukova (Pyrrhocoridae), Hermilus
stehliki Villiers (Reduviidae) Leptocoris stehliki Gollner-Scheiding (Rhopalidae), Hyoidea
stehliki Baena et Giinther (Miridae). Auchenorrhyncha: Accacidia stehliki Dworakowska,
Musbrnoia stehliki Dworakowska, Edwardsiana stehliki Lauterer (vSe Cicadellidae).
Coleoptera: Cyphostethe stehliki Kaszab, Gnathosia stehliki Kaszab (oba Tenebrionidae),
Phyllotreta stehliki Madar (Chrysomelidae), Prionoryctes stehliki Ferreira, Onthophagus
stehliki Balthasar, Aphodius stehliki Endrodi (vSechny tii Scarabaeidae), Ataxia stehliki
Chemsak (Cerambycidae). Hymenoptera: Cryptocheilus stehliki Wolf (Pompilidae), Eucera
dimidiata stehliki Tkalct (Anthophoridae).

Pri prilezitosti jubilejnich 80. narozenin pejeme RNDr. Jaroslavovi Stehlikovi, CSc. jménem
vSech jeho pratel a vSech ceskych, moravskych a slovenskych entomologli hodné zdravi,
osobni pohody a dalsich uspéchti v jeho netinavné védecké praci.

Ad multos annos!

Or'ga Stepanoviova
Zuzana Bianchi
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This year the renowned entomologist Dr. Jaroslav Stehlik is celebrating his 80" birthday. He
was born on April 11, 1923 in the Moravian town of Jihlava. He attended secondary school in
two other Moravian towns, Brno and Ttebi¢. Since early youth he showed an extraordinary
interest in insects and was led by his secondary school teacher A. Rtzicka towards the study
of Heteroptera.

After the end of World War I in 1945, he started to work at the Moravian Museum in Brno,
being thus able to fulfill his dream and devote his professional life to entomology. At that time
an array of diverse tasks had to be carried out at the museum. The entomological collections
had severely suffered in the course of the war due to inadeqaute storage. Therefore, the
depositories as well as the exhibitions required a lot of work. Conditions improved after 19438,
when the Department of Entomology moved to a newly acquired building in the Preslova
street in Brno. At the end of 1948, Dr. Stehlik was appointed head of the department and held
that position until his retirement in 1990.

Dr. Stehlik graduated from the Faculty of Science of the Masaryk University in Brno in
1950; already during his studies, he engaged intensively in transforming the department into
a scientific institution. He continuously aimed at the enlargement of the department collections
and library. Thanks to his untiring work, the collections grew from only 287,279 specimens in
1945 to more than 1.5 million specimens by the time of his retirement; similarly, the department
library increased from some 1,000 items in 1948 to 41,000 items in 1990.

Even while building-up the Department of Entomology and holding a number of management
positions, Dr. Stehlik paid substantial attention to his own scientific work, field research and
publishing. In 1968 he was awarded the scientific degree of Candidate of Science (equivalent
to Ph.D.) at the Institute of Entomology of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences in Prague.
In 1981 he received the I. qualifying scientific degree — senior scientist — from the presidium
of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences.

His managing positions at the Moravian Museum included, among others, the following
ones: Deputy Director (appointed 1955), Head of the Natural History Departments (appointed
1955), Temporary Director of the Moravian Museum (1957-1958), Head of the Institute of
Biology (1960-1968, when the museum was divided into institutes), Head of the Museum’s
Natural History Division (1977-1981). However, his activities were not restricted to the museum.
For instance, he chaired the Commission of Zoology at the Central Museum Cabinet in Prague
for many years. He was also a member of the Committee of the Brno Branch of the Czechoslovak
Entomological Society under the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, member of the Advisory
Boards of the Moravian Carst Protected Landscape Area and Palava Protected Landscape
Area and Biosphere Reserve. Moreover, he intensively collaborated with the Dyje Valley
(Podyji) Protected Landscape Area, and was a member of the Natural History Clubs in the
towns of Ttebi¢ and Brno.

His editorial work has also been very important. Since 1949, he has been a member of the
editorial board of the Moravian Museum and since 1954, he edited 36 volumes of the Journal
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of the Moravian Museum (Casopis Moravského muzea), Natural History Series. He also
edited three volumes of the “Beitrdge zur Kenntnis der Fauna Afghanistans”, published in
1967-1969 as supplements of the Journal of the Moravian Museum. In 1948-1966, he was a
member of the editorial board of the journal Entomologické listy (later Zoologické listy)(Brno).

Among other appreciations of his work, he was awarded the Gregor Mendel Medal to
honour the fact that together with Dr. J. Smarda he saved Mendel’s inheritance from destruction
during the times of the campaign against the so-called morganism-mendelism in the former
Soviet Union, putting his own career at risk.

Dr. Stehlik dedicated all his scientific activity to the study of the order of Heteroptera. Since
1942, he has been engaged in a detailed survey of the fauna of Moravia and Slovakia and
published tens of new species records for these areas. This comprehensive study has been
based on a vast material that now includes some 350,000 specimens, and has resulted in a
series of publications. Several of his close co-laborators (I. Vaviinové, P. Lauterer, and L.
Pospisilova) and many others have been participating in this work. The accumulated detailed
knowledge on Heteroptera from these areas will allow to monitor qualitative and quantitative
changes in their presence in various habitats, especially in the context of global warming.

However, Dr. Stehlik’s papers include a number of other studies, e.g. five contributions on
the teratology in Tingidae, published in 1977-1982 together with J. M. Stusak, and a work on
the heteropteran fauna on the plants of the family Cupressaceae that have been introduced to
South Moravia.

Since 1950, Dr. Stehlik has been working on a world-wide revision of the families Largidae
and Pyrrhocoridae. He described several new genera and a number of species, and revised the
taxonomic status of many species from subtropical Africa. His recognition as a leading specialist
is evidenced by his lively contacts with foreign institutions, frequent citations of his papers
and, last but not least, the fact that three new insect genera, 16 species and one subspecies
from various parts of the world have been named in his honour. They include Stehlikia Villiers
(Reduviidae, Heteroptera), Stehliksia Dworakowska and Stehlikiana Yang (both Cicadellidae,
Auchenorrhyncha), Acinocoris stehliki Van Doesburg Jr. (Largidae, Heteroptera), Pyrrhocoris
stehliki Kanyukova (Pyrrhocoridae, Heteroptera), Hermilus stehliki Villiers (Reduviidae,
Heteroptera), Leptocoris stehliki Gollner-Scheiding (Rhopalidae, Heteroptera), Hyoidea stehliki
Baena et Giinther (Miridae, Heteroptera), Accacidia stehliki Dworakowska, Musbrnoia stehliki
Dworakowska, Edwardsiana stehliki Lauterer (all Cicadellidae, Auchenorrhyncha),
Cyphostethe stehliki Kaszab, Gnathosia stehliki Kaszab (both Tenebrionidae, Coleoptera),
Phyllotreta stehliki Madar (Chrysomelidae, Coleoptera), Prionoryctes stehliki Ferreira,
Onthophagus stehliki Balthasar, Aphodius stehliki Endrédi (all three Scarabeidae, Coleoptera),
Ataxia stehliki Chemsak (Cerambycidae, Coleoptera), Cryptocheilus stehliki Wolf (Pompilidae,
Hymenoptera), and Eucera dimidiata stehliki Tkalct (Anthophoridae, Hymenoptera).

On his 80" anniversary, we wish Dr. Jaroslav Stehlik good health, high spirits and many
rewarding moments in his untiring scientific work on behalf of all his friends and all Bohemian,
Moravian and Slovak entomologists.

Ad multos annos!

Ol’ga Stepanovi¢ova
Zuzana Bianchi
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