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K sedmdesatym patym narozeninam Doc. RNDr. Jana Patocky, DrSc.
Associate Professor RNDr. Jan Patocka, DSc. 75 years old

Obdivuhodné sv€Zi a plny pracovniho elanu pii studiu
motyll a jejich vyvojovych stadii oslavil 25.1X.2000 doc.
RNDr. J. Patocka, DrSc. svoje 75. narozeniny. Narodil se
v Ceskych Budgjovicich, kde absolvoval gymnazium a po
znovuotevieni ¢eskych vysokych $kol v r. 1945 pokracoval
ve studiu na Pifrodovédecké fakult¢ UK v Praze. Po ziskéni
doktordtu pfirodnich véd odeSel v r. 1949 na Slovensko,
kterému zbstal vérny aZ dodnes. Nejprve nastoupil na
Vyzkumny lesnicky dstav v Banské Stiavnici, jehoZ sidlo se
v 1. 1965 presunulo do Zvolena. Po odchodu do dichodu v r.
1988 mu bylo nabidnuto misto na Ustavu ekologie lesa SAV
ve Zvolenu, kde pokraCoval ve studiu problematiky lepi-
dopterologie a lesnické entomologie. V soucasnosti prednasi
v Banské Stiavnici na Fakulté ekologie a environmentalistiky
Technické univerzity ve Zvolenu.

Jeho celoZivotnim zaméfenim bylo a jeSté stéle je mnohostranné studium fadu Lepidoptera. Uz
jako gymnazista se vénoval jeho faunistickému vyzkumu, pozdéji monograficky zpracovéval
dendrofdgni druhy motyll z lesnich dievin (zv14st€ topolu, jedle a dubu). Objasnil mélo zndmé
aspekty jejich bionomie, popula¢ni dynamiky, i moZnosti regulace Skodlivosti nékterych motyla
lesnich dievin. Zv1asté tieba vyzdvihnout, Ze vZdy vénoval pozornost morfologii i Zivotnim pro-
jeviim vyvojovych stadii (housenek a kukel), které jsou u pfevdzné vétsiny lepidopterologi stra-
nou zdjmu. Z téchto hledisek zpracoval nejen svoji rozsahlou sbirku, ale mnoho usili vénoval i
studiu velkych evropskych sbirek resp. vyputjcek z nich. VyuZil pro to vice nez ro¢ni stdZ na mni-
chovské univerzité i dalSich studijnich cest v zahranici. Tento jedine¢ny a obsahly material vyuzil
nejen pro urcovaci klice housenek a kukel v monografiich pfislu§nych skupin motyld, ale i pro
interpretaci alfa- i beta- taxonomickych pifstupt v moderni klasifikaci motyla. Jeho celoZi-votni
zkuSenosti ze studia bionomie motyll i morfologie jejich housenek a kukel ho fadi k pfednim
evropskym znalctim fadu Lepidoptera. Objevil a popsal tfi druhy motyli novych pro védu. Déle
podstatné rozsiiil poznani motyli pro Databanku fauny Slovenska.

Jubilantova publikac¢ni ¢innost je pozoruhodné obsdhld. Dokazuje to seznam jeho publikaci
uvefejnény k jeho 70. narozenindm (Biologia (Bratislava), 52: 359-364, 1997), ktery uvadi 181
poloZek, z toho 3 kniZni tituly a dalSich 7 v spoluautorstvi. Je to tim obdivuhodnéjsi, uvazime-li,
Ze v ramci normalizace po r. 1970 mél problémy s publikovanim ptivodnich védeckych praci
v zahrani¢nich Casopisech a jako samostatny autor. AZ obnova demokracie koncem r. 1989 jej
zbavila tohoto postihu, coZ neobycejné stimulovalo jeho dalsi tvirci ¢innost. Mozno to doloZit
tim, Ze za poslednich 5 let se jeho bibliografie rozsifila o dalSich 22 poloZek. Mezi nimi je kniha,
kterd byla v tisku uz v r. 1970, odkud v8ak musela byt staZena a po nutné aktualizaci mohla vyjit

135



az v r. 1999 (oznacena *). Z t€chze diivodil dostal titul DrSc., ktery tispésné obhdjil v r. 1970, aZ
v 1. 1990.

Dile tfeba vyzdvihnout jubilantovy jazykové znalosti, takZe prevdznd ¢ést jeho ptvodnich
praci z poslednich 10 let vySla v pfednich evropskych periodikéch. O jejich kvalité svédci rovnéz,
7e Slovensky literarni fond udélil doc. Patockovi v r. 1996 finan¢ni prémii za dvé prace (oznacené
v bibliografii *) a v r. 2000 dalsi prémii za knihu publikovanou v r. 1999, oznacenou podobné. Za
pozornost stoji déle, Ze v r. 2000 vyhldsila Ceska entomologické spole¢nost doc. Patocku za est-
ného €lena v uzndni jeho piinosu pro slovenskou i ¢eskou entomologii.

Vsichni piételé, spolupracovnici i Zéci ocefiuji jubilantovu pracovni vytrvalost i usilovnost,
kterymi doved] pfekonat nepfizen onéch 20 normaliza¢nich let a preji mu predevsim pevné zdravi
do dalgsich let, aby mohl splnit svoje smélé plany pii studiu motyld.

Miroslav Capek, Sr.
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Jan Patocka, a distinguished Czech and Slovak lepidopterist and forest entomologist was born
on 25 September 1925 in Ceské Bud&jovice, southern Bohemia. His biography as well as biblio-
graphy was published on the occasion of his sixtieth and seventieth birthday in Acta Entomol. Bo-
hemoslov., 83: 158-160, 1986 and Biologia (Bratislava), 52: 359-364, 1997, respectively.

Lepidoptera already attracted his attention during his high school studies and have remained
his primary love since. His university professor, Dr. Julius Komdrek of the Charles University in
Prague, directed his interest to forest Lepidoptera. In 1949, he entered the Forest Research Insti-
tute in Banska Stiavnica (now in Zvolen) where he worked as a forest entomologist for almost 40
years until his retirement in 1988. In 1989, he entered the Institute of Forest Ecology, Slovak A-
cademy of Sciences in Zvolen and he became associate professor at the School of Ecology and
Environmental Science in Banské Stiavnica under the Technical University in Zvolen.

At the beginnings in the field of applied forest entomology, the control of important forest de-
foliators was the center of his activities. It resulted in monographs of lepidopterous defoliators of
fir (Abies alba) and oaks (Quercus spp.). Then he started to study systematically the taxonomy of
developmental stages of Lepidoptera and namely those of larvae and pupae. His idea was to ap-
ply these untraditional taxonomic characters to the phylogenetic classsification of Lepidoptera.
He had the admirable ability to describe and depict the morphology of larvae and pupae belong-
ing to hundreds of lepidopterous species. Further he described 3 species of Lepidoptera new to
science and contributed to the knowledge of Lepidopteran fauna of Slovakia substantially.

It is noteworthy that despite his age he sets about his work, educational and publishing acti-
vities with vigor and enthusiasm. The Slovak Literary Fund awarded him financial bonuses for
three publications (in the bibliography marked by *). He was elected a honorary member of the
Czech Entomological Society in acknowledgment of his contribution to the Slovak and Czech en-
tomology.

We wish him a lot of energy to complete his studies of Lepidoptera pupae and good health for
many years to come.
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