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The first known host plant for Phytoecia millefolii (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
from Bulgaria

Prvni zndma hostitelska rostlina druhu Phytoecia millefolii (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
z Bulharska

Jifi SIMANDL

Netolické 8, CZ-370 05 Ceské Budgjovice, Czech Republic
Coleoptera, Cerambycidae, Lamiinae, Phytoecia millefolii, host plant, Pulicaria dysenterica, Bulgaria

Abstract. Pulicaria dysenterica (Asteraceae) as the first known host plant for Phytoecia (Helladia) millefolii (Adams, 1817) is
given from Bulgaria. '

The species Phytoecia (Helladia) millefolii (Adams, 1817) is distributed in the Crimea
peninsula, the Caucasus Mts., Iran, Turkey and Near East (Demelt 1963; Althoff & Danilevsky
1997). Pesarini & Sabbadini (1994) reported the species also from Creta and Phytoecia millefolii
alziari Sama, 1992 was described from Cyprus. Bringmann (1983) reported the species also from
Bulgaria penetrating to the southeast of the country along the Black Sea coast from Turkey. Host
plants and development of all species of the subgenus Helladia Fairmaire, 1864 remained
unknown (Bense 1995).

Populations of P. millefolii were observed in the coastal region of the Burgas district (south-
eastern Bulgaria), in the surroundings of the villages of Tsarevo and Primorsko in deciduous
forest margins in 1995 and 1997. The species was found to be associated with the perennial plant
Pulicaria dysenterica (Asteraceae) in that region. P. dysenterica is an Eurasian and
submediterranean species growing on nutritive, moist soils and tolerating a certain degree of salt
content (Dostdl 1989). In suitable, partly shaded places at deciduous forest edges the plants
formed larger, coherent growths. Phytoecia millefolii adults preferred mainly host plants growing
solitarily and receiving sufficient sunshine. Plants in the growing phase, about 20-25 cm in
height, were most frequently used for oviposition. Adults were observed (sitting or moving)
exclusively on P. dysenterica plants, copulating on leaves or stalks in the plant tops. When
disturbed, the beetles drop immediately from the plant. It was observed that each plant (cluster)
is occupied by only one couple of beetles. After copulation the female lays eggs into the stalk
base and larva penetrates into the roots. Several empty pupation cells were found in the basal part
of the plants, about 0.5-1 cm under the soil surface. A relatively late flight period (adults occur
during the first half of June) in the coastal region probably signalizes pupating in spring (like in
Oberea Dejean, 1835 or Opsilia Mulsant, 1863 species) Similarly to other Phytoeciini, P.
millefolii can be expected to develop also in other plant species in other parts of its distributional
range.
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SOUHRN

Druh Phytoecia (Helladia) millefolii (Adams, 1817) je rozsifeny v oblasti Cerného mote
(Krym, Kavkaz, Turecko), Blizkého vychodu (fran), na Krét€ a Kypru. Z Turecka zasahuje do
jiznich oblasti Balkdnského poloostrova. Jako u ostatnich druhli podrodu Helladia Fairmaire,
1864, Zivné rostliny a vyvoj druhil nejsou zndmy (Bense 1995).

Populace P. millefolii byly pozorovany v letech 1995 a 1997 v pobiezni oblasti jihovychodniho
Bulharska (Primorsko, Carevo). Jako prvni zndma4 hostitelskd rostlina byl zjiStén bleSnik Pulicaria
dysenterica (Asteraceae), rostouci na vlhkych, Zivnych stanovistich, nékdy i s urcitym stupném
salinity, nejastéji v podrostu svétlych listnatych lest. Pozorovanim imag bylo zjisténo, Ze druh P.
millefolii preferuje oslunéné, samostatn€ rostouci rostliny, které obsazuje v jejich rlstové fazi
a v jejichZ stonku a kofenech se larva vyviji. Dospélci véetné kopulujicich jedinct byli pozorovani
vyluéné na této byling. Samicka klade vajicka do bazalni ¢4sti stonku a larva pronikéd do podzemni
Casti rostliny, kde se kukli. Vzhledem k relativné pozdnimu rojeni (vyskyt imag pozorovén v prvni
poloving Cervna) 1ze soudit, Ze kukleni probihd aZ na jare (jako u druht rodi Oberea Dejean, 1835
nebo Opsilia Mulsant, 1863). Je pravdépodobné, Ze druh neni, obdobné jako dal$i druhy tribu

Yoy

Phytoeciini, monofagni, a v aredlu svého rozsiieni se vyviji i v jinych druzich rostlin.
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