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In memoriam Doc. Dr. Ing. Bohuslav Dobsik, CSc

Doc. Dr. Ing. Bohuslav Dobsik, CSc, died at the age of 77
years on June 27, 1998. Dobsik was born at Brno-Liskovec on
April 28, 1921. The way to the study of nature and, above all,
entomology was shown to him by his father. During his study
at the high school in Brno, Dobsik directed his attention
chiefly to the study of the order Heteroptera following the
| advice of the late Professor FrantiSek Gregor Sr, an
{ outstanding specialist in ichneumonid wasps. After school
leaving examination DobSik was sent to work in a factory at
| St. Marein in Styria, Austria. Even under unfavourable
conditions, DobSik collected Heteroptera in that region, as is
documented in two of his papers.

After the end of World War II, Dobsik studied at the
University of Agriculture in Brno, from which he graduated in
1949 (with the title of agronomy engineer). Then he joined
with the Department of Zoology of the Faculty of Agronomy where he lectured until his
retirement. For many years’ time he served as the vice-head of that department. He gave courses
in agricultural zoology and entomology both in Brno and in detached field stations at Jihlava and
Lednice. In 1951 he obtained the title of Doctor of Technical Sciences and in 1962 he successfully
defended his PhD thesis. Unfortunately, due to unfavourable conditions of the Communist
regime, he became assistant professor in 1990, after his retirement.

In addition to the study of Heteroptera, DobSik also paid some attention to orthopteroid insect
orders. His investigations chiefly covered Moravia, especially its northern parts. He carried out his
investigations mainly in cooperation with the then Silesian Study Institute in Opava. For several
years he also participated in a research project “Kamenicky” of the Department of Ecology of the
Botanical Institute of CSAV in the Zdérské vrchy State Nature Reserve in north-eastern Bohemia.

Besides northern Moravia and the Czech part of Silesia, Dob§ik’s faunistic papers also cover
Bohemia, Slovakia (where he contributed to the knowledge of the insect fauna of the Stlovské
skaly Hills, the southern parts of the Povazsky Inovec Hills, the Zoborské vrchy Hills and the
Southern Slovakian Karst), Austria and, to a smaller extent, the eastern part of Germany. It should
be emphasized, however, that Dobsik was interested in a wide range of topics, such as ecological
observations, meadow and woodland plant communities, bugs inhabiting bird’s nests, bugs in the
bird diets, bugs attracted by light, or colonization of dumps in the Ostrava Coal Basin. As
a lecturer at the Agricultural University, he was naturally interested in Heteroptera important from
the point of view of applied entomology.

Dobsik also contributed to the book “Agricultural Entomology” by F. Miller (Prague 1956); to
Part III of the series “Keys to the Fauna of the CSR” (Prague 1959), edited by J. Kratochvil, for
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which he compiled the keys to orthopteroid orders; to the “Pocket Atlas of Bugs and
Leathoppers” (Prague 1978) by V. Javorek, etc.”

Dobsik participated in most symposia on the insect fauna of central Europe in various
European countries, and he regularly participated in entomological meetings organized by the
Czechoslovak Entomological Society in Prague.

In 1978, Dobsik participated in an expedition to Armenia (in the Caucasus Mts.) and in 1979
to central Asia.

Dobsik was member of the Czechoslovak (later Czech) Entomological Society since 1940, of
the Czechoslovak Zoological Society at CSAV (since 1952), of the Czechoslovak Geographical
Society at CSAV (since 1959), of the Spelaeological Club in Brno (since 1965) and of the
Czechoslovak Bioclimatic Society at CSAV (since 1973).

In 1988, Dobsik donated his collection of Heteroptera to the Department of Entomology of the
Moravian Museum in Brno. Part of it also went to other museums in northern Moravia. He
continued to work and publish until 1991 despite health problems. For his own gratification he
continued in limited collecting of bugs until the end of his life.

Dobsik wrote some 60 scientific papers. Their bibliography up to 1980 has been published by
the author of this obituary (Stehlik 1982). For this reason, only the papers published after 1980
are listed here.

Dobsik also possessed a fairly extensive library on Heteroptera.

Dobsik’s peaceful and noncontroversial nature and friendly attitude to both his colleagues and
students have secured for him a tenacious place in our hearts and memories.
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Dne 27. 6. 1998 zemfel Doc. Dr. Ing. Bohuslav Dobsik, CSc. Narodil se 28. 4. 1921 v Brné-
Liskovci. Ke studiu pfirody, pfedev§im entomologie, ho pfived] otec. Za studii na redlném
gamnasiu v Brné&, a to na doporuceni tehdejsiho profesora F. Gregora sen., zndmého znalce Celedi
Ichneumonidae, zaméfil svou pozornost predevsim na fad Heteroptera. Po maturité, v roce 1942,
v dobé druhé svétové valky, kdy byly Ceské vysoké Skoly néasilné uzavieny, byl pfikdzan na praci
v St. Marein (Steiermark, Rakousko). I za nepiiznivych podminek sbiral tam Heteroptera, o Cemz
svédci i dveé jeho pozdgjsi prace.

Po skonceni valky absolvoval Vysokou Skolu zemédélskou v Brné, kterou ukoncil v roce 1949
a dosahl titulu inZenyra agronomie. Podafilo se mu ziskat misto asistenta na katedfe zoologie na
agronomické fakulté, kde pisobil jako pedagog az do svého odchodu do diichodu. Po mnoho let
zastupoval vedouciho katedry. Zeméd€lskou zoologii a entomologii vyucoval jak v Brng, tak na
pracovistich v Jihlavé a Lednici. V roce 1951 dosahl titulu doktora technickych véd a v roce 1962
obhdjil titul kandiddta véd (= PhD.). BohuZel, habilitace se dockal, vzhledem k nepiizni
piedchoziho rezimu, az jako pensista po padu komunismu v roce 1990.

Kromé vyzkumu Heteroptera vénoval svou pozornost v mensi mife i orthopteroidnim fadtim.
Jeho vyzkum, ktery provadél hlavné v kooperaci s tehdej$im Slezskym studijnim tstavem
v Opavé, byl zaméfen piedev§im na Moravu, obzvlaSté na jeji severni Césti. Také nékolik let
participoval na vyzkumném programu odd&leni ekologie Botanického udstavu CSAV
. Kamenicky* (CHKO Zdarské vrchy, severovychodni Cechy).

Jeho faunistické prace se tykaji, kromé& severni Moravy a ceského Slezska, také Cech, Slovenska
(kde napt. prispél k poznéni Stlovskych skal, jizni ¢asti PovdZzského Inovce, Zoborskych vrchii
a Jihoslovenského krasu), Rakouska a v menSi mife i vychodni ¢asti Némecka. Nutno vSak
zduraznit, Ze ho zajimala nejriizngjsi témata: ekologickd pozorovani, spoleCenstva lucnich a lesnich
ekosystémil, plostice v hnizdech pték, plostice jako potrava ptdki, ploStice nalétavajici na svétlo,
osidlovani hald v Ostravé. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze piisobil na vysoké Skole zemé&d€lské, pochopitelné
ho zajimala rovnéZ Heteroptera duleZit4 z hlediska aplikované entomologie.

Prispél také do F. Millerovy knihy ,,Zemé&d¢€lska entomologie®, Praha 1956, do tfetiho dilu
kompendia vyddvaného J. Kratochvilem ,KIi¢ zvifeny CSR*, Praha 1959, kde zpracoval
orthopteroidni fddy, do knizky V. Javorka ,,Kapesni atlas ploStic a kifsa“, Praha 1978, atd.

Zucastnil se vétsiny symposii o entomofauné stiedni Evropy v riiznych evropskych stitech
a zdCastiioval se téméF pravidelné entomologickych dnd organizovanych Ceskoslovenskou
spolecnosti entomologickou v Praze.

V roce 1978 participoval na expedici do Arménie na Kavkaz a v roce 1979 do stfedni
Asie.

Byl ¢lenem Ceskoslovenské (pozdé&ji Ceské) entomologické spolecnosti od roku 1940, ale také
nasledujicich spolecnosti: Ceskoslovenské zoologické spolecnosti pfi CSAV (od 1952),
Ceskoslovenské geografické spolecnosti CSAV (od 1959), Speleologického klubu v Brn& (od
1965), Ceskoslovenské bioklimatické spole¢nosti CSAV (od 1973).

V roce 1988 postoupil svou sbirku Heteropter entomologickému oddéleni Moravského muzea
v Brné. V mensi mife obohatil také sbirky muzei na severni Moravé. JiZ po fadu let nebyl jeho
zdravotni stav nejlepsi. Pfesto pracoval i ddle a byl publika¢né Cinny aZ do roku 1991. Pro své
uspokojeni sbiral v omezené miie az do konce svého Zivota.
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Publikoval celkem na 60 odbornych praci. Jeho bibliografie do roku 1980 uvefejnil autor této
vzpominky (Stehlik 1982). Proto se omezujeme na zvefejnéni pouze praci vyslych po roce 1980.

Vlastnil také pomérné rozsahlou knihovnu o Heteropterach.

VSichni jsme ho méli radi pro jeho mirnou, nekontraverzni povahu a kamaradsky vztah a to
nejen ke koleglim, ale i ke student@im.

Jaroslav L. Stehlik
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