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ISSUE DEVOTED TO THE ENTOMOFAUNA OF TURKEY

M. D. F. Udvardy (Classification of the biogeographical provinces of the World. IUCN
ocassional paper no. 18. IUCN, Morges, 48 pp., 1975) divided the territory of Turkey into
3 biogeographic provinces, this being rare for an area of this size. It is certainly possible to
discuss this division, but it definitely indicates that biotopes are highly diverse and that eco-
logical niches are numerous in Turkey. Accordingly, the entomofauna is exceptionally rich
here, much more than in other parts of the Mediterranean. This amazing species spectrum re-
mains in spite of rather good accessibility less studied in comparision with that of the neigh-
boring countries, such as Georgia, Armenia or Syria. Many taxa are described as new every
year, even from well studied groups, such as Cerambycidae, Buprestidae and Carabidae
(Coleoptera).

To my best knowledge, the origins of Czech entomological studies in Turkey are con-
nected with the National Museum, Prague. First insects for this museum were collected in
1931 by V. J. Stanék in Ilgaz Dagh mountains. First expedition was organized by this insti-
tution already in 1947. Its participants were J. Dlabola, L. Hoberlandt and K. Téborsky.
A cooperation between Czech and Turkish entomologists, represented by N. Lodos, F. On-
der and others, started at that time and continues more or less intensivelly till our days.
Members of Iran expeditions of the National Museum, organized in 1970, 1973 and 1976,
also collected in Turkey, particularly in its least known eastern part. First private collecting
trips were organized by K. PospiSil in 1969 and 1984. They were limited to the seaside area.
Individual tourism became easy after 1989, making Turkey a goal of numerous amateur and
professional entomologists. This led to an idea to published a special volume of a scientific
journal, that would be entirely devoted to the entomofauna of Turkey. The idea is realized in
the present volume owing to the understanding of the editorial board of Klapalekiana.

Unfortunately, a vast majority of contributions considers beetles, while other insects are
underrepresented.

Vladimir Svihla
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CISLO VENOVANE ENTOMOFAUNE TURECKA

M. D. E Udvardy (Classification of the biogeographical provinces of the World. IUCN
ocassional paper no. 18. TUCN, Morges, 48 pp., 1975) rozd€luje tizemi Turecka na 3 bio-
geografické provincie, coZ neni ve srovndni s jinymi regiony s podobnou rozlohou b&zné.
I kdyZ o tomto Clenéni je jist€ mozné diskutovat, v kazdém pfipad€ naznacuje velkou diver-
situ biotopi a pfitomnost velkého poctu ekologickych nik. Tomu také odpovidd neobvykla
bohatost entomofauny, t€Zko srovnatelna s jinou ¢asti Mediterranni oblasti. Toto udivujici
druhové spektrum je i pfes relativn€ snadnou dostupnost Turecka, ve srovnani se sousedni-
mi staty (napf. Gruzie, Arménie nebo Syrie), pomérné malo prozkoumané. KaZzdy rok je
popisovéana fada novych taxont, a to nejen ze skupin §ir§i entomologickou vefejnosti opomi-
jenych, ale i z tak sbératelsky zajimavych Celedi jako jsou Cerambycidae, Buprestidae nebo
Carabidae (Coleoptera).

Pokud se autorovi podafilo zjistit, jsou pocatky vyzkumu turecké entomofauny naSimi
entomology spojené s Narodnim muzeem v Praze. Prvni sbiral pro muzeum V. J. Stan€k
v pohofi Ilgaz Dagh v roce 1931 a jiZ v roce 1947 organizuje tato instituce prvni expedici,
které se zacastnili J. Dlabola, L. Hoberlandt a K. Taborsky. Od té doby zacina spoluprace
mezi Seskymi a tureckymi entomology, spojend na turecké strang se jmény N. Lodose, F. On-
dera a dalS$ich, ktera ve vétsi ¢i menSi mife pokracuje dodnes. Také Gcastnici irdnskych ex-
pedic Narodniho muzea v letech 1970, 1973 a 1976 vZdy sbirali v Turecku, pfedev§im v jeho
nejméné prozkoumané vychodni Casti. Prvni soukromé sbératelské cesty v letech 1969
a 1984 byly spojené se jménem K. PospiSila, jakoZto jejich organizétora, a byly vazany na
pfimotskou oblast. Teprve po roce 1989, v souvislosti s rozvojem individudlni turistiky, se
Turecko stava cilem fady amatérskych i profesiondlnich entomologt. Proto vznikla my3len-
ka vénovat turecké entomofauné specidlni ¢islo nékterého odborného casopisu, a tato
mySlenka byla diky pochopeni redakce Casopisu Klapalekiana realizovéna v prfedloZeném
svazku.

Lze jen litovat, Ze zde vyrazné prevaZzuji prace koleopterologické a badatelé, zabyvajici
se ostatnimi hmyzimi fady, tuto moznost vétSinou opominuli.

Vladimir Svihla
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