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The first record of Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus
(Coleoptera: Pselaphidae) for Slovakia

Prvy nalez Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus
(Coleoptera: Pselaphidae) na Slovensku
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Hemerkova 34, SK-040 11 Kosice, Slovakia
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Abstract. Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter, 1880 is for the first time reported from Slovakia. The possibility of the
occurrence of Tychus pullus Kiesenwetter, 1858 in Slovakia is also discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Only one species of the genus Tychus Leach, 1817, Tychus niger Paykull, 1789 has been
recorded from Slovakia according to the last Check-list of Czechoslovak Coleoptera (Rous
1993). Study of material in the private collection of Mr. L. Klima and in the collection of
SNMB provides additional information.

The following abbrevations are used in the text:

CPHK - coll. Peter Hlavac, KoSice;

SNMB - Slovak National Museum, Bratislava;

MNHN - Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris;

IRSNB - Institute Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Bruxelles.

SYSTEMATICS

Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter, 1880 (Fig. 1)

Tychus dalmatinus Reitter 1880: 216-217; type: Croatia, Knin (MNHN).
Tychus dalmatinus: Ganglbauer 1895: 840; Karaman 1955: 110-112, fi g. 4.

Material examined. Slovakia mer., Kamenin (8177), salt soil, 2.vi.1983, L. Klima leg., | &,
CPHK; Croatia, Dalmacia, Knin, 1879, E. Reitter leg., 1 ¢, IRSNB; Bulgaria bor. or.,
Kranevo, 16.ix.1966, P. Nohel leg., 1 ¢, SNMB.

Other central European records. Hungary, Plattensee (Balaton Lake), V. Machulka leg.,
1935 (Horion 1949).

Distribution. The nominotypical form is distributed in Balkan Peninsula, Asia Minor and
the Caucasus. In Italy it is replaced by Tychus dalmatinus mutinensis Reitter, 1880.

Note. I had a possibility to compare the Slovak specimen with 2 0’G" from Croatia and
Bulgaria (see the material listed above). The Slovak specimen is more robust and bigger
(body length = 1.75 mm; body width = 0.7 mm) than the specimens from Croatia and Bulgaria



which have the body lengths 1.53 mm and 1.56 mm, respectively. According to Reitter
(1880), Ganglbauer (1895) and Karaman (1955) the body length is between 1.3-1.5 mm.
The other difference is in the shape of aedeagus where a big tooth is presented in the midd-
le of sinuate distal tubule (Fig. 1). This big tooth is missing or negligible in the other studi-
ed specimens from Bulgaria and Croatia as well as on the picture of aedeagus of Karaman
(1955). Because of lack of the further material from central Europe, it is not possible to re-
ach any conclusion at this time about the presence of undescribed central European subspe-
cies of Tychus dalmatinus and this question remains open.

01mm

Fig. 1. Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter 1880, Slovakia, Kamenin - aedeagus, dorsal aspect.
Obr. 1. Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter 1880, Slovakia, Kamenin - ededgus, dorsédlny pohlad.

Tychus pullus Kiesenwetter, 1858

Tychus pullus Kiesenwetter in Kraatz 1858: 46, type: Greece, Nauplia (probably Museum of Munich).

Tychus hirtulus Reitter, 1880: 217-218, type: Croatia, Metkovitch, near Knin (MNHN Paris), (synonymy after Besuchet
1969: 417); Ganglbauer 1895: 839.

Tychoides hirtulus: Karaman 1955: 128-129, figs. 32-34.

Material examined. Slovakia, Lok (7776), iv.1936, J. Roubal leg., 1 &; Slovakia, Zitva
(8275), v.1931, J. Roubal leg., I @ (in coll. Roubal, SNMB).

Other central European records. Hungary, Kalocza and Plattensee (Balaton Lake), V.
Machulka leg., 1935 (Horion 1949).

Distribution. Southern Hungary, Dalmatia, Herzegovina, Mazedonia, Bulgaria, Italy,

Greece.



DISCUSSION

Specimens of both species have been for the first time recorded from central Europe by
Horion (1949), and Tychus pullus Kiesenwetter, 1858 also by Roubal (1941) from Slovakia,
Depta (1948) repeated the latter record. Since as time as I am aware these species have not
been found in central Europe and they are not included in the key of central European beet-
les (Besuchet 1973). Thus finding of Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter, 1880 in Slovakia
is interesting and extends the known range. The presence of 7. pullus in central Europe
would need confirmation by more recent findings.
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SUHRN

Podla posledného zoznamu Ceskoslovenskych Pselaphidov (Rous 1993) sa pre tizemie
Slovenska uvadza len 1 druh rodu Tychus Leach, 1817, a to Tychus niger Paykull, 1789.
V ¢lanku uvadzam pre Slovensko novy druh Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter 1880.
Druh Tychus pullus Kiesenwetter, 1858 bol pre Slovensko hlaseny Roubalom (1941) pod
menom Tychus hirtulus Reitter, 1880. Pre strednt Eurépu boli obidva druhy hlasené
Horionom (1949), ale neboli zahrnuté do kltca stredoeurdpskej fauny Pselaphidae (Besuchet
1973). Slovensky exemplar Tychus dalmatinus dalmatinus Reitter, 1880 po porovnani s 2
exemplarmi z Chorvatska a Bulharska vykazuje isté morfologické rozdiely najmi vo vel-
kosti a stavbe ededgu. VyrieSenie otdzky, ¢i sa jednd o novy stredoeurépsky taxon, bude vSak
vyzadovat bohatSi material.



